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LEESWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR GYMDEITHASOL COEDLLAI

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING OF THE LEESWOOD
COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, ON TUESDAY THE 7th OF
FEBRUARY 2012.

PRESENT

Clir R Williams, Chairman of the Council (in the chair)

Clir Miss M Reynolds, Vice Chairman

Clirs, J Caruana, H Evans, R Hughes, T Hughes, C E Jones JP, K McCallum JP, D Rule, E Saul.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Were received from Clirs Mrs J Atkinson and K W Richardson.

IN ATTENDANCE

G N I Jones, Clerk to the Council.
PRAYERS
The meeting was opened with prayers led by the Chairman, Clir R Williams.

209. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT

There were no declarations of interest declared at this point.

210. POLICE LIAISON

Andrea Ellis was present at the meeting, she informed that there had been a spate of shed
break-ins, in Queen Street and Eaton Place, she had visited all the properties, it would appear
that doors had been forced open, but nothing taken. Neighbourhood Watch are involved,
Andrea urged members to report immediately to the Police any suspicious circumstances.

Andrea informed that a number of PCSO’s would be deployed in Flintshire, Clir K McCallum
questioned whether Andrea would remain, she was of the opinion that she would.

With regard to the Youth Club, Clir R Hughes informed that some damage had been caused,
presumably by one of the users attending, he had been informed that it was not the
responsibility of the Youth Leader, once anyone had left the building. Clir Hughes added that
he had taken up this issue; he asked that the Community Council write to the Director of
Education supporting his point of view that if damage occurs immediately outside of the Youth
Club, then it is the responsibility of the Youth Leader. Members agreed to this request.
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211.

212.

213.

MINUTES

Resolved

It was proposed by Clir K McCallum, and seconded by Clir R Hughes, that the minutes of the
proceedings of the meeting held on Tuesday the 10" of January Be confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman, Cllr R Williams.

MINUTE NO. 181 — SIGNAGE - LEESWOOD

The second paragraph of the preamble informed that Clir R Hughes had spoken to a Traffic
Officer, and the sign was to be moved nearer to Mold.

Clir Hughes corrected this insomuch that an additional sign would be located, nearer to Mold.

ACOQUISITION OF LAND - PONTBLYDDYN CEMETERY

The Clerk explained that he had communicated the offer of £16,000 to the agent of Mr Owens,
which had been refused.

Taking into account that the Clerk had to prepare estimates, following consultation with the
Chairman, and the Chairman of the Cemetery Sub Committee, he had made a further offer,
subject to Council approval of £20,000.

Via Mr Owens agent, this offer had also been refused; Mr Owens had now made a revised price
of £32,000.

Again members considered this to be out of the range of the Council’s resources.

Clir R Hughes made the point that we have to be seen to be doing something about the matter,
and that we need to look elsewhere.

It was suggested that a letter of thanks be communicated to Mr Owen, thanking him for his
consideration, but regrettably the Community Council will have to look elsewhere, following
refusal of its final offer of £20,000, and that anything over and above this amount would be
beyond the Community Council’s financial resources, and would be a massive burden on the
tax payer.

Clir K McCallum suggested that a plot of land to the rear of the Old Chapel, he felt this would
be appropriate, with it being in the close proximity to a former place of worship.

Clir K McCallum accepted that fact that the area is now marshland.

Clir R Hughes made his point that the area of land is not fit for purpose, for the reason that it is
marshland.

Clir C E Jones suggested that members now concentrate their minds, and look for an
appropriate area of land elsewhere on the assumption that the Community Council’s offer of
£20,000 would not be accepted.

The Clerk had previously advised that he had included an amount of £20,000 in the budget, for
acquisition of land at the cemetery.
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215.

216.

Members agreed that this should remain, for consideration in the budget process.

ClIr R Hughes informed that he had made a tentative enquiry with the Planning Officer at
Flintshire County Council, and the suggested land for extending the existing cemetery, would
be favourably considered.

Resolved

That Mr Owens be informed that following consideration by the Council, his revised offer of
£32,00 is beyond the financial means of the Community Council, the £20,000 being the final
offer, and he be thanked for his prior consideration of the Community Council’s request, but

regrettably the Community Council will have to look elsewhere.

SHED IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE CAR PARK

The Clerk advised that pursuant to the Minute No. 200 the Chairman of the Community Centre
has informed that the shed has now been repaired.

PLANNING APPLICATION

Plan No. 049358

Proposal: Internal and external remodelling and extensions including new roof and associated
landscaping, access and environmental treatment (including ground source heat pump, solar hot
water, external insulation to existing walls).

Location: Oaklands, Stryt Cae Rhedyn, Leeswood.

Resolved

That the Council supports the application.

HANSEN CEMENT INVESTIGATION RESPONSE TEAM

Further to the Community Council’s request, for detail of the content of particles in the
atmosphere, members had been previously circulated with correspondence received from the
Executive Director of Public Health Wales.

The writer informed that in relation to particulate emissions the report describes that UK Ltd for
particulate pollution in the air were not exceeded in the area around the plant around the study
period. It also shows that air quality in the area around the cement plant compares favourably
with other similar areas in the UK. Air quality around the plant is good.

Clir J Caruana referred to a sentence in the response quote “the chemical composition of such
particles may also be of importance”. The writer is advised that such questions are currently the
subject of ongoing international research, and as such have not yet been fully answered.

Clir J Caruana assured that he would keep pressing for the information.

Clir R Hughes thanked Clir J Caruana and the Chairman Clir R Williams for the amount of
work they had put into this enquiry.

The Chairman, Clir R Williams expressed his opinion insomuch that there are a lot of people

sitting on the panel who are doing nothing, at an enormous cost to the taxpayer.
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218.

219.

220.

221.

Resolved

That the correspondence received from the Public Health Wales and the following dialogue be
recorded.

CASTLE CEMENT LIAISON COMMITTEE

Clir J Caryana informed that the Padeswood plant had now amalgamated with Ribblesdale, and
that production would be increased to fifty per cent, that there was now a new Managing
Director in the name of Gareth Young.

Clir Caruana concluded that Castle Cement and Padeswood are still not burning tyres.
Resolved

That the detail of the report of Clir J Caruana be recorded.

PARK SEAT DINGLE ROAD

The meeting was informed that the necessary bollards were now in place.

Resolved

That the above information be noted.

TREES ON VERGE AT LLYS CELYN

This matter was agendad at the request of Clir D Rule, who now informed that the necessary
works had been carried out to an excellent standard, and thanked Clir R Hughes for his efforts.

PAVEMENTS AT BRYN CLYD

This matter had been raised by Clir C E Jones, the correspondence received from the Head of
Neighbourhood Services informed that there were no defects found, although the pavement is
very undulating due to the driveway accesses.

Clir R Hughes suggested that the fact the pavements were undulated could have been as a result
of the dropped curbs being carried out by either the owner, or non professional persons.

Clir Hughes informed that now such works are included in a programme, and will either be
carried out by the Flintshire County Council workforce or bona-fide contractor.

FENCING AT HEOL Y GORON GARAGES

Pursuant to the complaint of Clir D Rule, the response from the Head of Neighbourhood Area
Services informed that the fence at the Heol y Goron garage site requires repairing, and that the
Community and Housing Department has been notified.

Clir R Hughes made the point that he had examined the area, and that there were no vehicle
marks or tracks, where the fence has come down, the works were going into a programme, and
will be carried in the future, he reinforced the statement that there were no vehicle marks, and
these would have shown, because of the muddy nature of the ground.

Resolved

That the foregoing comments be noted.
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223.

224.

VIEWS ON THE WASTE COLLECTION SERVICES

Further to the observations of the Community Council with regard to the waste collection
service, the response from Mrs Nancy Matthews, Executive Director, firstly apologised for the
delay in replying.

The Executive has noted the comments of the Community Council in preparation for the review
of services, and in the meantime, informs that she has driven around Leeswood, on the 17% of
January, and complemented the residents on a very tidy village.

Resolved

That the content of the letter from the Executive Member, Mrs Nancy Matthews be noted.

NAMING OF LAND BETWEEN CHESTER ROAD AND WREXHAM ROAD LLONG

Correspondence from the Building Control Officer informed that he had received a request to
consider the feasibility of providing a new road name to the un-named lane referred to, as there
have been problems affecting some postage deliveries.

The name ‘Alyn Lane’ is one name that has been suggested for consideration.

The views of the Community Council were requested.

Clir R Hughes informed that he had arranged for a traffic census to be carried out in this area,
and that signs were to be located, at both junctions of the lane, in order to deter the use by
vehicles.

With regard to the suggestion of Alyn Lane, this was supported by members.
Resolved

That the Building Control Officer be informed that the Community Council would be in favour
of naming the lane ‘Alyn Lane’.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL’S STREET LIGHTING ARRANGEMENTS

Members had been previously circulated with correspondence received from the Head of
Streetscene, which informed that a task and finish group has been established to look at street
lighting generally across the county.

One aspect to be considered is Town and Community Council lighting and the links to the
wider street lighting service provided by the county.

The Community Council’s comments were invited.

Clir R Hughes informed that the decision had been made not to do away with all night lighting
but to change the bulbs to low energy consumption.

Whilst members found the letter to be non descript, a suggestion was made that the Flintshire
County Council could take over the responsibility of the Community Council’s street lighting
stock.
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226.

227.

228.

Resolved

That the Head of Streetscene be informed that in the opinion of the Community Council, the
Flintshire County Council could take over the Community Council’s street lighting stock.

Clir R Hughes asked that he be forwarded a copy of the letter.

PROPOSAL TO ALTER DATE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS IN WALES
Correspondence from the Welsh Assembly Government, sought the views of the Community
Council, on the proposal to move the date of Local Government Elections in Wales by one year
from May 2016 to May 2017, this would mean that the Local Government Elections would
stand alone, and not run along side the Parliamentary and Welsh Assembly Government
Elections.

Resolved

That the proposal be supported.

RECRUITMENT OF POLICE PERSONNEL

Correspondence from Chief Inspector Darren Wareing informed the county of Flintshire will be
recruiting an additional seventeen Community Support Officers in its efforts to continue to
support community policing.

The funding for these additional Officers has been made available by the Welsh Assembly
Government and recruitment has already started.

Resolved

That the contents of the correspondence be recorded, and that a copy be included in the
Leeswood and District News.

COUNTY FORUM UPDATE

Members had been previously circulated with copy correspondence from the Chief Executive
Flintshire County Council.

Resolved

That receipt of the correspondence be noted.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY SUMMER PLAY SCHEME PROGRAMME 2012

Correspondence from the Head of Leisure Services informed that the glay scheme will be
scheduled to run from Monday the 23™ of July 2012, to Friday the 24™ of August 2012, at a cost
of £898.00.

Resolved
That the foregoing information be noted, and that the appropriate amount be included in the

2012/13 budget.
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WINTER MAINTENANCE

Clir R Hughes informed that he had received five shovels and eight bags of rock salt, in order to
assist with winter maintenance, and that the Community Council should now be looking to
recruit helpers.

He suggested that an appropriate notice should be included on notice boards, in the Leeswood
News and on the website.

Resolved
That the necessary action be taken as outlined above.

STREET LIGHTING

A defective street lighting was reported at 21 Park Derwen, and on Stryt Cae Rhedyn.

Resolved
That the matters be reported to the Street Lighting Department, Flintshire County Council.

CONDITION OF DINGLE ROAD

Clir K McCallum complained with regard to the condition to the whole length of Dingle Road,
insomuch that litter is entrenched in to the grassed verges.

He did inform in addition, of an amount of litter which was in the wooded area, but this is on
private land.

Resolved

That the above matter be brought to the attention of the Community Caretaker, Mr Barry
Richards.

PONTBLYDDYN CEMETERY

Clir D Rule informed that in accordance with his promise, the black bin container is now in the
cemetery, but there are no bin liners.

Resolved

That a quantity of bin liners be obtained.

Note: The point was made that Mr Barry Richards could just take the dead flowers out of the
bin, and transfer them into his container.

CHRIST CHURCH PONTBLYDDYN - LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE -
DONATIONS

Clir Miss M Reynolds noted that the donations in respect of the two organisations had not as yet

been made.
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The Clerk informed that he was well aware of this, and that they would be paid prior to the end
of the financial year.

Clir C E Jones suggested that the appropriate donations should be made within one month of the
commencement of the financial year.

Resolved

That the suggestion of Clir C E Jones be supported.

QUEENS DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS — 4™ OF JUNE 2012

Clir E Saul questioned the position with regard to the acquisition of the five pound coin, and
that in actual fact he was of the opinion that the five pound coins could not be purchased on
face value, but would be considerably more.

Resolved
That the matter be reagendad for the March meeting.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Resolved

That the accounts contained in the following schedule be approved for payment.

Payee Detail Amount
B Richards Fencing Blast Woods £100.00
Inland Revenue Tax deductions paid over £495.00
Flintshire County Council Street lighting night inspections £81.63
Leeswood & District News Insertions April 2011-March 2012 £500.00
Scottish Power Street lighting electricity Sept 30-Dec 31  £370.06
Flintshire County Council Street lighting repairs £198.85
B Richards Cemetery maintenance-£280

Disposal of cemetery waste-£20

Litter pick- £264 Total: £564.00
G N1 Jones Salary, expenses, postages, telephone

Calls, photocopying, stationery £331.97
Mrs K Graham Printing £13.20
Colony of Ants Website management £240.00
INCOME RECEIVED

The Clerk advised that since the preparation of the agenda an amount of £75 had been received
in respect of a memorial.

Resolved
That the information as provided by the Clerk be noted.
BANK BALANCES

The Clerk advised that the balance of the current account was an amount of £406.00, and the
deposit account an amount of £29,489.32, as of the 30™ of January 2012.
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LABOUR PARTY QUIZ NIGHT
Correspondence informed that the Labour party would be holding a Quiz Night, on the 9" of

March, in the Community Centre, at 7.30, and the Community Council is invited to enter a
team.

DONATIONS
The list of applications received had been previously circulated to members.
The Clerk advised that financial statements had been received in support of the applications.

The point was made that the financial statements, and funds held by the organisations, are not
questioned when perhaps they should be.

The Clerk, along with the Chairman was therefore asked to examine the applications, and to
recommend to the budget meeting, which application should be considered, and as to whether
or not some should be withdrawn.

Resolved

That the applications be determined at the budget meeting, following a report to be provided by
the Clerk and the Chairman, Clir R Williams.

MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS NOT YET RESOLVED
Resolved
That the following matters be recorded as not as yet been resolved.

1. Pontblyddyn Cemetery — Loose gravestones — Minute No 154 — 1/11/11
2. Christmas Illuminations





