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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 1st NOVEMBER 2022. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Caruana, D. Foster, R. Hughes, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, L.C. 

Richardson, J.E. Saul, M. Thomas and R. Williams.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson and T. Hughes.  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

101. CHAIRMAN’S CIVIC SERVICE – SUNDAY 30th OCTOBER 2022                                                                        

Councillor R. Hughes congratulated the readers who had participated at the 

Chairman’s Civic Service on Sunday 30th October.  He went on to say that it had 

been an excellent Service and it was pleasing to see the other Council 

Chairmans there.  The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood thanked the readers 

and the Rev. Pat Christopher, also the caterers who as usual did a good job. 

102. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                             

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 4th October 2022 had 

been circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and 

seconded by Councillor S. Pritchard that these be accepted as a true record of 

proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                   

103. RESIGNATION – COUNCILLOR LEAH THOMAS COLEMAN                                                                                                        

The Clerk reported that no expressions of interest had been received by Friday 

14th October 2022.  She explained that she would now contact Flintshire 

County Council to see if the process had to be re-started in order to fill the 

vacancy. 

 Councillor R. Williams advised that he intended to resign from the Community 

Council following the next monthly meeting.  The Chairman, Councillor G. 

Sherwood stated that he wished to formally record the Community Council’s 

thanks for Councillor R. Williams’ service over many years.                                                                                       
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104. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                                                            

The Clerk advised that she had given PCSO Helen Holden the dates of the 

Community Council meetings until March 2023.  PCSO Holden was not 

available to attend until the January 2023 meeting because of her shift pattern.   

 105. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

The Clerk informed that she had spoken with Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison 

Design Development Ltd who had advised that they had been very busy and 

were still working on refining the Option 1 and 2 drawings that had been 

shown to this Council in August 2022.   

 Councillor R. Hughes reported that he had asked Mr Aled Davies about the 

hedging that needed attending to.  Signs stating that ‘No dogs allowed in the 

Cemetery’ had now been erected.   

106. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                            

a) Proposals for traffic regulations within 

Leeswood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

b) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village                                                                                                                   

c) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood                                                                         

d) Mandatory 20mph speed limit outside Ysgol Derwenfa, Leeswood                                                                

Councillor R. Hughes advised that there would be a site meeting on Thursday 

3rd November 2022 when officers of the Flintshire County Council will be in 

attendance.  He would attend this along with Councillor L.C. Richardson.   

107. COMMUNITY COUNCIL OWNED STREET LIGHTING                                                                                                                      

It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should write to Mr Jamie 

Bennett about the Community Council owned street lighting that requires 

converting from sodium to LED bulbs.  The Community Council owns between 

45 to 55 streetlights in Leeswood and Pontblyddyn.   

 The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood made reference to the light on the 

Millennium Clock located at the Cenotaph on Bell’s Corner, Leeswood.  This 

seems to be temperamental with sometimes it being on and other times it is off.  

It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should contact Smith’s of Derby 

regarding this issue. 

108. INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL – WALES DRAFT ANNUAL 

REPORT FEBRUARY 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    

Members had been circulated with e-mail correspondence from Catrin Jones, 

Once Voice Wales, advising that the Independent Remuneration Panel for 

Wales has published its Draft Annual Report February 2023.  One Voice Wales 

is preparing a response to the consultation and would welcome any response 
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from this Council by 16th November 2022.  Also circulated was the section 

relating to Town and Community Councils. 

109. ONE VOICE WALES – REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS                                                                                            

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from 

Wendi Patience, One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions 

available for October to December 2022. 
 

110. NORTH WALES COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL – WALES AIR 

AMBULANCE: HEALTH WATCHDOG URGES CHARITY TO FULLY DISCUSS 

PLANS                                                                                                                                                                                                

For their information, Members had been circulated with a copy of the News 

Release issued by the NWCHC on 20th October 2022.  This was accepted.      

111. COUNCILLOR R. HUGHES – COUNTY COUNCIL ITEMS                                                                                                         

a) Fencing at the play area on Phoenix Park, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes 

reported that the wooden posts are now rotting leaving exposed metal that 

could cause cuts or worse to anyone who gets hold of the fence in these places.  

Some of the wooden posts have been replaced but more needs to be done, the 

County Council would be looking to see if match funding was available from 

this Community Council to help with the cost.  It was agreed by all Councillors 

that this item should be put on the agenda for the December monthly meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

b) Wildflower planting on Phoenix Park, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes 

advised that this has now started.  There are also willow trees to be planted on 

the dog walking area.                                                                                                                                                                                              

c) Bushes growing onto lampposts – Councillor R. Hughes informed that 

Flintshire County Council will attend to the cutting back of the bushes that are 

growing onto the lampposts.                                                                         

112. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY                                                               

a) Festive Lights – Councillor J.E. Saul advised that he had tried to obtain 

quotations from other contractors to put up the Christmas lights in Leeswood 

and Pontblyddyn but had been unsuccessful.  The Chairman, Councillor G. 

Sherwood thanked Councillor Saul for his efforts.  It was proposed by 

Councillor L.C. Richardson and seconded by Councillor R. Hughes that the 

Council remain with Mega Electrical for the installation of the Christmas 

lights.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                                                   

b) Community Council Facebook page – Councillors S. Pritchard and M. 

Thomas had set up the Community Council Facebook page.  A request had been 

put into Ysgol Derwenfa for the children of the school to create a photo picture 

for the page.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

c) Community Council Christmas Lights competition – Councillors S. Pritchard 

and M. Thomas were organising this on behalf of the Community Council.  The 
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children from Ysgol Derwenfa were to be asked to pick the winner.                                                                     

d) Clerk’s Laptop – it was proposed by Councillor L.C. Richardson and 

seconded by Councillor R. Hughes that the Clerk purchase a laptop for 

Community Council use only.  It was agreed by all Councillors and that the 

maximum expenditure to be no more than £500.00. 

113. AGENDA ITEMS AWAITING COMPLETION/FURTHER INFORMATION                                          

a) Environmental act 2016 – Community & Town Councils duty under section 6 

– this item is included as per Minute 127 of the October 2019 

meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

b) NHS, Social Care & Frontline Workers Community Council Event – this item 

is included as per Minute 36 of the March 2021 meeting.                                                                           

c) Internal audit 2021/2022 – Review of Standing Orders and Financial 

Regulations – This item is included as per minute 41c of the special meeting 

June 2022.  Awaiting an updated version of the Standing Orders and Financial 

Regulations.  The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood, advised that new 

versions of these are to be released towards the end of the year.  It was 

proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by Councillor L.C. 

Richardson that the review be postponed until such time as the new versions 

had been received.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

d)  Internal audit 2021/2022 – Review of Contracts for Cemetery Maintenance 

and Festive Light Installation – This item is included as per minute 41d of the 

special meeting June 2022.  It was agreed that the review of these contracts be 

left until the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been reviewed.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

e) Internal audit 2021/2022 – Clerk’s Contract – This item is included as per 

minute 41e of the special meeting June 2022.  It was agreed by all Councillors 

that the existing draft contract be reviewed and updated if necessary.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

114. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT      
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Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – October 2022 £683.52 £0.00 £683.52 

Miss M Reynolds Civic Service – Order of Service 
printing 

£116.00 £23.20 £139.20 

Miss M Reynolds Flags £53.96 £0.00 £53.96 
Miss M Reynolds SLCC Membership £144.00 £0.00 £144.00 
Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting maintenance – 
Albert Street, Leeswood 

£197.50 £0.00 £197.50 

Mr H Williams Organist – Civic Service £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 
Mrs J Phillips Catering – Civic Service £730.00 £0.00 £730.00 
Leeswood 
Methodist Church 

Donation – Civic Service £120.00 £0.00 £120.00 

RBL Poppy Appeal Wreaths for Remembrance 
Sunday 

£50.00 £0.00 £50.00 

Cllr. J E Saul New Festive Lights £1,049.96 £210.00 £1,259.96 
 Total: - £3,204.94 £233.20 £3,438.14 

 

115. INCOME RECEIVED                                                                                                                                                       

There was no income received.    

116. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                      

As at 29th August 2022 - deposit account - £48,268.44 and current account - 

£54,262.96. 

The meeting was declared closed at 7.50pm. 


