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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI APONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE
LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 4™ APRIL 2023.

PRESENT

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors J. Caruana, R. Hughes, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, L..C. Richardson, J.E.
Saul and R. Thomas.

Alsoin attendance Marie Reynolds - Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, D. Foster, T. Hughes and M.
Thomas.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST - MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 7™ March 2023 had been
circulated to all members. It was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and
seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a true
record of proceedings. All Councillors in agreement.

RESIGNATION - COUNCILLOR RICHARD WILLIAMS
The Clerk reported that she had would be putting the notice of co-option up
over the next couple of days and the closing date would be 28™ April 2023.

CEMETERY

a) Work on Cemetery Extension

The Clerk reported that she had spoken with Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison
Design Development regarding the prospective work on the Cemetery
extension. Ms Halestrap had informed that consideration should be given to
repairing and widening the road in the existing Cemetery. It was
acknowledged that the existing road did need widening and resurfacing.
Councillor J.E. Saul did not feel that such works were critical and that there
was no point to two contracts/contractors. Observation was made that if
accessto the extension was made via the road of the existing Cemetery, further
repair works may be necessary if heavy machinery was coming into the
Cemetery. Councillor R. Hughes referred to the widening of the turning circle
in the existing Cemetery as there would be issues with the location of seats and
graves. All Councillors agreed that firm proposals were needed to make a
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decision on the initial works to be carried out. The Clerk was to request these
from Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison Design Development.

b) Cemetery maintenance contract

The Clerk advised that she had put the Cemetery maintenance contract out to
tender and requested quotations from three companies by 31 March 2023.
Two had responded with a quote but the third had not sent anything back.
Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting Limited had put in a quote of £18 per
hour plus VAT. GH Property Services had put in a quote of £50 per hour plus
VAT. Premier Wales had not responded with a quote. It was agreed by all
Councillors that the contract in principal would be awarded to Aled Davies
Agricultural Contracting with a formal decision being made in the May
monthly meeting.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

a) Proposals for traffic regulations within Leeswood - the Clerk reported that
the plan as promised by Mr Lee Shone of Flintshire County Council had not
been received. All Councillors agreed that Kate Wilby, Head of Streetscene,
Flintshire County Council be approached about this.

b) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village - Councillor R. Hughes raised query as
tothe reason why no work could be carried out in Pontblyddyn because of the
Welsh Government roll out of 20 mph speed limits in September 2023.
Average speed cameras had been put in place on the Corwen Road so why
could this not be done on the Mold to Wrexham Road. He would raise this
matter with Mr Lee Shone of Flintshire County Council.

c) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood - Councillor R.
Hughes reported that twelve cars/vans had been noted as parked outside the
Motorbike Café, Pontblyddyn on a Sunday morning. This was to be brought to
the attention of the Transport Department, Flintshire County Council.

NORTH WALES COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL - OUR LIVES ON HOLD
2023: HEALTH WATCHDOG SEEKS EXPERIENCES

For their information, Members had been circulated with a copy of the News
Release issued by the NWCHC on 8® March 2023.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - VISITS TO TOWN AND COMMUNITY
COUNCILS BY INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS
COMMITTEE

Members had been circulated with a copy of correspondence from Gareth
Owens, Chief Governance Officer, Flintshire County Council detailing the
findings of a further five visits undertaken in December 2022, January, and
February 2023.
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NORTH WALES POLICE - DRUG LITTER INFORMATION

Members had been circulated with e-mail correspondence and new literature
about drug litter found in communities from PCSO Helen Holden. All
Councillors agreed that the Clerk ask PCSO Helen Holden if this information
could be put on the Community notice boards.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - INFORMATION ON MEMBERS TRAINING
RE CODE OF CONDUCT

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from
Gareth Owens, Chief Governance Officer, Flintshire County Council
requesting information on the number of Councillors who had/had not
undertaken the Code of Conduct training facilitated by Flintshire County
Council either via a training session or recording. This information isto be
provided by 28" April 2023. It was noted that Councillor R. Thomas was yet to
receive Code of Conduct training.

ONE VOICE WALES - REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from
Wendi Patience, One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions
available for end of March through to April 2023.

CORONATION WEEKEND - BIG LUNCH SUNDAY 7™ MAY 2023
The Coronation Weekend Big Lunch is taken place at the Community Centre
on Sunday 7® May 2023 at 1.30pm.

COUNCILLOR R HUGHES - COUNTY COUNCIL ITEMS

a) Streetscene work in the community - Councillor R. Hughes reported that he
had spoken to Ian Williams of Streetscene who was ill with Covid at this time.
Drainage work had been carried out on Phoenix Park, Leeswood and there was
concern that roots had got into the drains and were causing the problem.
Patching had been done on the Dingle Road and Hall Hill in Leeswood.

b) Community Council match funding for play areas in Leeswood and
Pontblyddyn - Councillor R. Hughes pointed out that the money set aside in the
budget for play area upgrade would be used for this purpose and the match
funding from Flintshire County Council would be used towards replacement
fencing on the Phoenix Park play area. Councillor S. Pritchard made it clear
that she was more than happy for the Community Council funds to be used to
replace the fencing on Phoenix Park as she considered this an important part
of the safety on there.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS - FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

a) Planting of trees at the Pontblyddyn Cemetery - Councillor J. Caruana
advised that he had been asked about the possibility of a family planting a tree
atthe Cemetery in memory of their mother. The Clerk informed that
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Councillor Caruana had asked her about this, and she had stated that notree
could be planted at the present time, and she would recommend to the
Community Council that this should not be permitted. The Chairman,
Councillor G. Sherwood pointed out that it was planned to have a designated
Garden of Remembrance in the new section where trees could be planted.

AGENDA ITEMS AWAITING COMPLETION/FURTHER INFORMATION

a) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Review of Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations - This item is included as per minute 41c of the special meeting
June 2022. The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood, reported that One Voice
Wales were still waiting on the update on the review of standing orders and
financial regulations.

b) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Clerk’s Contract - This item is included as per
minute 41e of the special meeting June 2022. It was agreed by all Councillors

that the existing draft contract be reviewed and updated if necessary.

204. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Payee Detail Net VAT Total
Miss M Reynolds | Salary - March 2023 £728.65 £0.00 £728.65
Miss M Reynolds | Various itemsre Coronation Big £191.56 £0.00 £191.56
Lunch 7** May 2023

Aled Davies Cemetery maintenance - March £560.00 £112.00 £672.00
Agricultural 2023
Audit Wales 2021/2022 external audit fees £308.00 £0.00 £308.00
Viking Direct Stationery/postage £83.25 £7.15 £90.40
Flintshire County | Streetlighting maintenance - £197.50 £39.50 £237.00
Council County Road, Leeswood
Flintshire County | Missing VAT on street lighting £0.00 | £1,488.80 £1,488.80
Council invoices
Flintshire County | VAT charge against invoice £0.00 £79.00 £79.00
Council TY096295
Arthur J. Insurance 2023/2024 £1,367.29 £0.00 £1,367.29
Gallagher
Councillor R. Donation in memory of the late £50.00 £0.00 £50.00
Hughes Mrs G. Hughes

Total: - £3,486.25 | £1,726.45 £5,212.70

205. BANKBALANCES

As at 28" February 2023 - deposit account - £38,687.14 and current account -
£73,070.54.

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm.
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