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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI APONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE
COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 4™ OCTOBER 2022.

PRESENT

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors J. Caruana, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, L.C. Richardson, M. Thomas and
R. Williams.

Alsoin attendance Marie Reynolds - Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, D. Foster, R. Hughes, T.
Hughes and J.E. Saul.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST - MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 6" September 2022 had
been circulated to all members. It was proposed by Councillor S. Pritchard
and seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a true
record of proceedings. All Councillors in agreement.

RESIGNATION - COUNCILLOR LEAH THOMAS COLEMAN

The Clerk reported that no requests for an election had been received by
Flintshire County Council and a notice of Co-Option has been put on the
Council website and Community notice boards. Closing date for expressions
of interest is Friday 14™ October 2022.

POLICE LIAISON

The Clerk advised that PCSO Helen Holden would be holding ‘Cuppa with a
Copper’ atthe Community Café from 10am until 12 midday on Thursday 6™
October 2022.

CEMETERY

The Clerk informed that Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison Design Development
Ltd had contacted her to say that they had been unable to refine the Option 1
and 2 drawings that had been shown to this Council in August 2022. They were
hoping to send something over in time for the November monthly meeting if
not a little earlier.
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Planning Application - LBC/000212/22

Listed building application for the construction of a swimming pool with
enclosure pump house and patio for residential use in association with
Hartsheath Hall.

Hartsheath, Wrexham Road, Pontblyddyn, Mold, Flintshire, CH7 4HP.

It was proposed by Councillor S. Owen and seconded by Councillor M. Thomas
thatas nodrawings were available no observation be made. All Councillorsin
agreement.

Councillors believed that the Flintshire County Council Planning Portal was
not a satisfactory way of accessing plans. It was agreed by all Councillors that
the Clerk request plans to be either sent in the post as previously or attached to
the e-mails notifying of planning applications.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

a) Proposals for traffic regulations within

Leeswood

b) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village

c¢) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood

d) Mandatory 20mph speed limit outside Ysgol Derwenfa, Leeswood

The Clerk advised that Councillor R. Hughes had spoken with Mr Robin
Nursaw, Transportation Officer, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council this
afternoon. Mr Nursaw had assured Councillor R. Hughes that he would be
meeting with Ms J. Wellstead and Mr L. Shone next week to discuss the
prospective site meeting relating to TROs and other traffic issues in Leeswood
and Pontblyddyn. They would then advise this Council when the site meeting
was planned.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL OWNED STREET LIGHTING

The Clerk reported that she had e-mailed Mr Jamie Bennett, Highways and
Trunk Road Operations Manager, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council
requesting a progress report regarding a quote to change the Community
Council owned street lighting from sodium to LED but as of yet had not
received a response. It was noted by Councillors that lamps were being
changed from sodium to LED as streetlights owned by this Community Council
were undergoing necessary repairs. The Clerk pointed out that these costs
were part of the maintenance budget for Community Council owned
streetlights.

HANSON HEIDELBERG CEMENT
Councillor J. Caruana reported that there has been an incident where dust was
released into the atmosphere. The incident was caused by a mechanical
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failure on the filtration system, and production was halted for some days. As
the dust was released from equipment, which is not at high level from the
ground, the area that was affected by the dust was the immediate area nextto
the cement plant, and a few properties complained of dust. Thisissue has now
been resolved, the repairs have been monitored, and it seems that it is working
well.

There is also the ongoing project of carbon capture, and with this in mind,
Hanson has done two public presentations to explain what it entails.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - PROCLAMATION OF THE ACCESSION
OF KING CHARLES III

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman, reported that he had attended the reading
of the proclamation of the Accession of King Charles IT1I made by Flintshire
County Council on Sunday 11* September 2022 outside County Hall, Mold on
behalf of this Council.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - JOINT MEETING OF THE STANDARDS
COMMITTEE AND TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from
Tracey Cunnew, PA to the Chief Officer, Governance, Flintshire County
Council advising that there is to be a joint meeting of the Standards Committee
and Town and Community Councils to be held via zoom on Monday 7%
November 2022 at 6pm. Any topics for the agenda are requested to be
submitted by Friday 21%* October 2022.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - VISITS TO TOWN AND COMMUNITY
COUNCIL MEETINGS BY INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS
COMMITTEE

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from
Gareth Owens, Chief Officer, Governance, Flintshire County Council. Mr
Owens explains in his e-mail that as a part of their role, the Independent
Members of the Committee (who are not Councillors and who have been co-
opted by the Council following open advert) are keen to visit every Town and
Community Council within Flintshire. Their purpose will be to observe how
the meetings are conducted to understand the issues facing Councils and how
the Members’ Code of Conduct is being applied when considering them. They
will attend the meeting on their own and between them will ensure that every
Town/Community is visited over the course of the coming 12 months. No
interruption or intervention will be made by them, and they will simply be
present to observe rather than to offer advice.

Inthe interests of transparency, the Independent Member will contact the
Clerk to advise of when they plan to visit, and find out the details of the
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meeting arrangementsi.e. are they hybrid or remote. The Independent
Member can the decide how they wish to attend.

WELSH LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION/ONE VOICE WALES -
ASSESSMENT OF THE DIGITAL CAPACITY AND CAPABILITY ACROSS THE
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL SECTOR

Circulated to all Members was a copy of e-mail correspondence explaining
thatthe Welsh Local Government Association is working in partnership with
One Voice Wales to assess the digital capacity and capability across the town
and community council sector. The research is being undertaken by an
independent company, Cwmni CELyn and funded by the Welsh Government.
A copy ofthe survey is also enclosed. The closing date is Friday 7" October
2022. It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk complete the
questionnaire on behalf of this Community Council.

ONE VOICE WALES - CONFERENCE ON BIODIVERSITY AND ADDRESSING
THE NATURE EMERGENCY

Members had been circulated with a copy of notification from One Voice
Wales regarding an online conference they are hosting on Thursday 27®
October 2022 10am to 4pm. The subject of the conference is the importance of
Community and Town Councils in building resilient spaces for nature.
Councillors J. Caruana and S. Owen expressed an interest in attending this if it
went ahead.

AWEL Y MOR OFFSHORE WIND FARM
For information, Members had been circulated with a copy of the Awel Y Mor
September 2022 newsletter.

ONE VOICE WALES - REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from
Wendi Patience, One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions
available for October 2022.

CHAIRMAN'’S CIVIC SERVICE - 30™ OCTOBER 2022

Following the death of our gracious and most beloved Sovereign Majesty,
Queen Elizabeth I, the Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood deferred his Civic
Service. Thisisnow to be held on Sunday 30" October 2022 at 2pm at the
Leeswood Methodist Church followed by light refreshments at the Community
Centre.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS - FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

Councillor S. Owen informed that he had requested a copy of the internal audit
report and a list of assets for some time now and these had not been given to
him. Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman, advised that the assets of the
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Community Council were streetlights, notice boards, seats, Christmas lights,
Cemetery, Chairman’s Chain of Office, Vice-Chairman’s Chain of Office and
the Clock Tower by the Cenotaph on Bell’s Corner. He went in to say that
although these items were listed on the Annual Return for audit purposes as
assets, this was a debateable point as it often felt that they were actually
liabilities given the cost of maintenance. Councillor S. Owen asked what
Committees were to report to the Community Council. Councillor G.
Sherwood pointed out that the Committees elected at the Annual Meeting of
the Council, these being the Finance and Cemetery Committees were to report
tothis Community Council. Councillor S. Owen queried whether the
Community Centre Committee was obliged to report to the Community
Council. The Clerk advised that the Trustees of the Community Centre were
not at all obliged to report to the Community Council. Flintshire County
Council owned the Community Centre and there are four Trustees, of which
she was one, the others being Councillor R. Hughes, Councillor G. Sherwood
and Mr M. Brand who had took it on over a 27-year lease. Councillor G.
Sherwood, Chairman confirmed that this was the case, and it was run under a
charitable trust.

CORRESPONDENCE

a) Age Friendly, Green borders and biodiversity - Helen Jones, Older People’s
Strategy Co-Ordinator, Flintshire County Council had sent e-mail
correspondence advising that the Leeswood and Pontblyddyn Age & Dementia
Friendly meeting held on 26™ September 2022 has agreed planting sites and
bulb varieties for the green borders in the community. Details about the
project will be out in the Leeswood & District Newsletter, on Community notice
boards, social media sites and correspondence to the properties directly
overlooking the sites.

AGENDA ITEMS AWAITING COMPLETION/FURTHER INFORMATION

a) Environmental act 2016 - Community & Town Councils duty under section 6
-thisitem is included as per Minute 127 of the October 2019

meeting.

b) NHS, Social Care & Frontline Workers Community Council Event - this item
isincluded as per Minute 36 of the March 2021 meeting.

c) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Review of Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations - This item is included as per minute 41c of the special meeting
June 2022. Awaiting an updated version of the Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations. The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood, advised that new
versions of these are to be released towards the end of the year. It was

proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by Councillor L.C.
Richardson thatthe review be postponed until such time as the new versions
had been received. All Councillors in agreement.
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d) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Review of Contracts for Cemetery Maintenance

and Festive Light Installation - This item is included as per minute 41d of the

special meeting June 2022. It was agreed that the review of these contracts be
leftuntil the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been reviewed.
e) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Clerk’s Contract - This item is included as per

minute 41e of the special meeting June 2022. It was agreed by all Councillors
thatthe existing draft contract be reviewed and updated if necessary.

98. ACCOUNTSFORPAYMENT

Payee Detail Net VAT Total

Miss M Reynolds | Salary - July 2022 £683.52 £0.00 £683.52
Miss M Reynolds | Wreaths for H.M. Queen £240.00 £0.00 £240.00
Miss M Reynolds | RBL - Tommy silhouettes £350.00 £0.00 £350.00
Miss M Reynolds | Stationery £69.55 £0.00 £69.55
Aled Davies Cemetery maintenance - £728.00 | £145.60 £873.60
Agricultural September 2022
Flintshire County | Street lighting maintenance July £274.98 £0.00 £274.98
Council to Sept. 2022
Harrison Design | Cemetery fees £1,922.50 | £384.50 | £2,307.00
Development

Total: - £4,268.55 | £530.10 £4,798.65

99. INCOME RECEIVED

There was no income received.

100.

BANK BALANCES

As at 29" August 2022 - deposit account - £48,268.44 and current account -
£54,262.96.

The meeting was declared closed at 8.00pm.
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