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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 2022. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Atkinson, R. Hughes, T. Hughes, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, L.C. 

Richardson, J.E. Saul and M. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors J. Caruana, D. Foster and R. Williams.  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

61. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                             

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 12th July 2022 had been 

circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor S. Owen and 

seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a true 

record of proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                  

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 16th August 2022 had been 

circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and 

seconded by Councillor M. Thomas that these be accepted as a true record of 

proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.               

62. MEMBERS TO SIGN DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE OF 

COUNCILLOR                                                                                                                                                                                

Councillors J. Atkinson, S. Pritchard and M. Thomas signed the declaration of 

acceptance of office of Councillor witnessed by the Clerk. 

63. RESIGNATION – COUNCILLOR LEAH THOMAS COLEMAN                                                                                                        

The Clerk advised that she had received correspondence from Councillor 

Leah Thomas Coleman who wished to advise as Councillor.  A ‘Notice of 

Vacancy’ had been put up on the Community Centre notice board.  This notice 

explains that an election can be held if a request is made in writing to the 

Returning Officer by ten electors from the community area.  As the community 

area is warded, the request must only come from people in the Leeswood 

ward.   Should an election be requested, it must be held within 60 days of when 

the notice went up.  If there isn’t a request to hold an election, then this 

Community Council are able to co-opt someone into the vacant seat.  
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64. RESIGNATION – COUNCILLOR JOSEPH CARUANA AS COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL’S REPRESENTATIVE ON YSGOL DERWENFA GOVERNING BODY                                  

The Clerk reported that she had received notice of the resignation of 

Councillor Joseph Caruana as this Community Council’s representative on the 

Board of Governors for Ysgol Derwenfa.   

 It was proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by Councillor T. 

Hughes that Councillor R. Williams name be put forward to Ysgol Derwenfa as 

this Council’s representative on the Board of Governors.  Query was raised as 

to whether this could be done in the absence of Councillor R. Williams.  

Councillor R. Hughes pointed out that Councillor R. Williams had tested 

positive for covid and was currently unwell.  Had it not been for this he would 

have been in attendance this evening.  His nomination was accepted by 

Council.  Councillor S. Owen wished to nominate himself as this Council’s 

representative on the Ysgol Derwenfa Board of Governors, stating that if the 

members of the Council had been permitted to self-nominate themselves as 

candidates to be members of the Community Council, then why could they not 

propose themselves for roles within the Council.  The Clerk advised that she 

had not come across this situation previously and believed that the changes in 

applying as a candidate for election was driven by the restrictions caused by 

the Covid pandemic.  To avoid any issues, Councillor J.E. Saul proposed that 

Councillor S. Owen be put forward as this Council’s representative on the 

Ysgol Derwenfa Board of Governors, this was seconded by Councillor M. 

Thomas.  Following a majority of seven votes to two votes, Councillor R. 

Williams was to be put forward as this Council’s representative on the Ysgol 

Derwenfa Board of Governors.                                                                                                                                                                                       

65. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                   

The Clerk informed that she had spoken to Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison 

Design Development and could report that there would be a new Scheme 

prepared in time for the monthly meeting to be held on Tuesday 4th October 

2022.   

 Councillor S. Owen pointed out that this is likely to be a very expensive 

undertaking and should consideration be given to passing the Cemetery back 

to the Flintshire County Council.  Councillor J. Atkinson stated that the 

Cemetery is important to the residents of the Community and that this Council 

had fought hard for the extension.  Councillor R. Hughes advised that the work 

on the extension had begun many years ago and we now need to follow this 

through, especially as the Clerk had been accumulating money for the project.  

Councillor S. Pritchard, speaking in her experience as an accountant, made 

observation that if this Council needs to borrow money to complete the work, 

then it should rather than deplete its finances completely.     
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 It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should ask Ms Halestrap if it was 

possible to have something ready by Tuesday 20th September 2022 and attend 

a meeting with us. 

66. PLANNING APPLICATIONS                                                                                                                                                      

Councillor R. Hughes asked if a planning application had been received by this 

Council relating to Hartsheath Hall, Pontblyddyn.  The Clerk advised that she 

had not received an e-mail but would look out for it.  Councillor R. Hughes 

stated that he would ask Flintshire County Council for an extension to 

comment on this application. 

67. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                            

a) Proposals for traffic regulations within 

Leeswood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

b) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village                                                                                                                   

c) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood                                                                         

d) Mandatory 20mph speed limit outside Ysgol Derwenfa, Leeswood                                                                

The Clerk advised that she had e-mailed Jessica Wellstead requesting a 

progress report on this but as of yet had not received a response. 

68. COMMUNITY COUNCIL OWNED STREET LIGHTING                                                                                                                      

The Clerk reported that she had e-mailed Mr Jamie Bennett, Highways and 

Trunk Road Operations Manager, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council 

requesting a progress report regarding a quote to change the Community 

Council owned street lighting from sodium to LED but as of yet had not 

received a response.   

69. COMMUNITY COUNCIL DRAFT TRAINING PLAN                                                                                        

Members had been circulated with a copy of the draft Training Plan.  All 

Councillors agreed that a skills audit should also be undertaken over the next 

few months.  It was proposed by Councillor L.C. Richardson and seconded by 

Councillor T. Hughes that this Training Plan be adopted.  All Councillors in 

agreement.     

70. COMMUNITY COUNCIL DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 2021/2022                                                                         

Members had been circulated with a copy of the draft Annual Report 

2021/2022.  Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman, thanked the Clerk for 

producing this report.  It was pointed out that the number of Christmas lights 

owned by this Council was incorrect and Councillor J.E. Saul was to provide 

the correct number.  Councillor R. Hughes proposed that subject to this change 

the Annual Report be accepted, this was seconded by Councillor M. Thomas.  

All Councillors in agreement.  
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71. COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDS                                                                                                                                                                    

Councillor S. Owen made reference to the Community notice boards having 

very little information on them.  Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman, pointed 

out that whilst the Community notice boards are the property of this Council 

they are for the use of the Community as a whole.  They are generally used as 

places to advertise fundraising events.  No political posters are permitted.  

Councillor S. Owen suggested that they could be used to promote Community 

Council news.   

72. CHAIRMAN’S CIVIC SERVICE – 18TH SEPTEMBER 2022                                                                        

All Councillors were invited to attend the Chairman’s Civic Service which is to 

be held on Sunday 18th September 2022 at 2pm at the Leeswood Methodist 

Church followed by light refreshments at the Community Centre.  The Clerk 

reported that invitations had been circulated to all Town/Community 

Councils and local organisations.               

73. COUNCILLOR R. HUGHES – COUNTY COUNCIL ITEMS                                                                                         

a) Hedges overgrowing on footpaths, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes advised 

that he had been on an inspection in the Community with the Flintshire County 

Council Streetscene Area Supervisor.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

b) Community Potholes – many of these had been filled in but it was noted that 

the remedial work was not sufficient as some potholes were needing attention 

again.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

c) Leeswood and Pontblyddyn – the gutters and grids need to be cleaned out.   
 

74. CORRESPONDENCE                                                                                                                                                                   

a) Buckley Town Council – Mayor’s Charity Ball and Dinner– Invitation from 

Councillor Julia S Jones and Mr James Shone, Town Mayor and Consort, to 

attend the Charity Ball and Dinner to be held on Friday 4th November 2022 at 

the Beaufort Park Hotel, New Brighton.  Tickets are £35 each.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

b) ‘Save the Date’ Caerwys Town Council – Mayor’s Civic Service – Councillor 

Lynette Edwards, Mayor of Caerwys will be holding her Civic Service on 

Sunday 6th November 2022 at St Michael’s Church, Caerwys at 3pm followed 

by light refreshments at the Town Hall.                                                                                                                        

c) ‘Save the Date’ Mold Town Council – Mayor’s Charity Dinner Dance and 

Auction – Councillor Haydn Jones, Mayor of Mold will be holding his Charity 

Dinner Dance and Auction on Saturday 18th February 2023 at the Beaufort Park 

Hotel, New Brighton.                    
 

75. AGENDA ITEMS AWAITING COMPLETION/FURTHER INFORMATION                                          

a) Environmental act 2016 – Community & Town Councils duty under section 6 

– this item is included as per Minute 127 of the October 2019 

meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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b) NHS, Social Care & Frontline Workers Community Council Event – this item 

is included as per Minute 36 of the March 2021 meeting.                                                                           

c) Treebilee - This item is included as per minute 39b of the June 2021 meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

d) Internal audit 2021/2022 – Review of Standing Orders and Financial 

Regulations – This item is included as per minute 41c of the special meeting 

June 2022.  Awaiting an updated version of the Standing Orders and Financial 

Regulations.  The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood, advised that new 

versions of these are to be released towards the end of the year.  It was 

proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by Councillor L.C. 

Richardson that the review be postponed until such time as the new versions 

had been received.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

e)  Internal audit 2021/2022 – Review of Contracts for Cemetery Maintenance 

and Festive Light Installation – This item is included as per minute 41d of the 

special meeting June 2022.  It was agreed that the review of these contracts be 

left until the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been reviewed.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

f) Internal audit 2021/2022 – Clerk’s Contract – This item is included as per 

minute 41e of the special meeting June 2022.  It was agreed by all Councillors 

that the existing draft contract be reviewed and updated if necessary.    

 

76. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT      

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – July 2022 £683.52 £0.00 £683.52 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – August 2022 £683.52 £0.00 £683.52 
Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – July 
2022 

£560.00 £112.00 £672.00 

Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – August 
2022 

£560.00 £112.00 £672.00 

Scottish Power Street lighting energy £1,336.79 £66.84 £1,403.63 
Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting maintenance Jan. 
to Mar. 2022 

£274.98 £0.00 £274.98 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting maintenance April 
to June 2022 

£274.98 £0.00 £274.98 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting repairs – Erith 
Street and Parc Derwen 

£592.50 £0.00 £592.50 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting repairs – 
Constitution Hill and Parc 
Derwen 

£395.00 £0.00 £395.00 

Representative 
Body of CinW 

Right of Way 2022 £1.00 £0.00 £1.00 

Viking Direct Stationery £60.33 £0.00 £60.33 
 Total: - £5,422.62 £290.84 £5,713.46 
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77. INCOME RECEIVED                                                                                                                                                       

There was no income received.    

78. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                      

As at 29th June 2022 - deposit account - £78,268.44 and current account - 

£31,426.17. 

The meeting was declared closed at 8.00pm. 


