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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 6th DECEMBER 2022. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Caruana, D. Foster, R. Hughes, T. Hughes, S. Pritchard, L.C. 

Richardson, J.E. Saul and M. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson and S. Owen.  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

117. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                             

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 1st November 2022 had 

been circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and 

seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a true 

record of proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                   

118. RESIGNATION – COUNCILLOR LEAH THOMAS COLEMAN                                                                                                        

The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Lynn Phillips of Electoral Services 

at Flintshire County Council who had advised that the original co-option 

notice could be extended.  This had been done with a cut-off date of 2nd 

December 2022.  Councillor J.E. Saul confirmed that the new notice had been 

put on the Community Council website.  There had been one expression of 

interest received by Friday 2nd December 2022 from Mr Ray Thomas of 4 Parc 

Derwen, Leeswood.  It was proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by 

Councillor T. Hughes that Mr Thomas be co-opted onto the Community 

Council.  All Councillors were in agreement. 

119. RESIGNATION – COUNCILLOR RICHARD WILLIAMS AS COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL’S REPRESENTATIVE ON YSGOL DERWENFA GOVERNING BODY                                

Ysgol Derwenfa had informed the Clerk that Councillor R. Williams had 

resigned as this Community Council’s representative on the Governing Body.  

The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood advised that Councillor S. Owen had 

stated that he would be honoured to be the Community Council’s 

representative on the school board.  He has the time to commit to both meetings 

and any training involved.  Coming from a health background in primary aged 
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children he believed he could bring a unique perspective to the decisions 

made at the school by the board.  Following a discussion, it was proposed by 

Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by Councillor J. Caruana that Councillor 

S. Pritchard be put forward as this Community Council’s representative on the 

Ysgol Derwenfa Board of Governors.  Councillor J.E. Saul proposed Councillor 

S. Owen, there was no seconder.  Councillor S. Pritchard was elected as 

representative on a majority vote.                                                                                            

120. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                                       

The Clerk advised that she had given PCSO Helen Holden the dates of the 

Community Council meetings until March 2023.  PCSO Holden was not 

available to attend until the January 2023 meeting because of her shift pattern.  

Councillor R. Hughes confirmed that he had seen PCSO Holden who had 

advised him that she would be present at the January 2023 meeting.   

 121. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

The Clerk informed that she had spoken with Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison 

Design Development Ltd who had advised that they had been very busy and 

were still working on refining the Option 1 and 2 drawings that had been 

shown to this Council in August 2022.  Councillors expressed concern in the 

delay of providing the refined drawing as this has now been going on for a 

number of months.  It was agreed by all Members that the Clerk chase up the 

plans for the January 2023 meeting.     

 Councillor R. Hughes reported that he had asked Mr Aled Davies about the 

hedging that needed attending to.  Signs stating that ‘No dogs allowed in the 

Cemetery’ had now been erected.   

122. PLANNING APPLICATIONS                                                                                                                                                      

Planning Application – FUL/000605/22                                                                                                     

Proposed new vehicular access on land belonging to Druid Cottage.      Land 

adjacent to Druid Inn Cottage, Pontblyddyn, Mold, Flintshire, CH7 4HG.                                              

Concern was expressed at the possibility of a new vehicular access on the busy 

main A541 road through Pontblyddyn.  Councillor J.E. Saul pointed out that the 

proposed location of the access coincides with a 225mm dia. drain crossing the 

road which was installed by Delyn Borough Council to drain the Leeswood and 

Pontblyddyn Cemetery.   The A541 regularly floods at this location and any 

damage or interference with this drain crossing the road and beyond will 

aggravate the problem.  All Councillors agreed that these observations made 

by Councillor Saul should be forwarded to Flintshire County Council in 

relation to this planning application.   

 Planning Application – FUL/000639/22                                                                                                     

Change in use of building from use as a restaurant to use as two dwelling 
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houses with associated minor alterations to the external appearance of the 

building, erection of new means of enclosure and landscape works.      Druid 

Inn, A541 North Junction to Dual Alyn Bank, Pontblyddyn, Mold, Flintshire, 

CH7 4HG.                                                                                                                                                                       

The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood read out the observation sent in by 

Councillor S. Owen, ‘the Druid Inn has been a welcome feature in all our lives 

for more years than I care to mention.  Over the years we have lost many of our 

local pubs/restaurants, and while I understand times are now difficult for all 

our local establishments, I feel we need to hold on to the Druid Inn as a 

restaurant/pub for the future.’  Councillors noted that it would be 

disappointing for the Community to lose another public house/restaurant, but 

the building had not been in use in this capacity for some time now and there 

was a possibility that if it remained empty the building would deteriorate.  

Further observation was made that there would be less traffic in and out of the 

already busy A541 if the building was converted into housing.  It was agreed by 

all Councillors present that no objection to the planning application be made.                                                      

 Planning Application – FUL/000664/22                                                                                                     

Retrospective application for the change of use and retention of two buildings 

related to the reindeer business.                                                                                                           

Reindeer Lodge, Black Meadows, Leeswood, Mold, Flintshire, CH7 4SQ.                                                   

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman, informed Members that Councillor S. 

Owen had sent in observations that expressed his objections to this 

application.  Councillor L.C. Richardson pointed out that her mother who lived 

in the Bungalows at the top of Bryn Clyd, Leeswood, had been enjoying the 

music coming from the Reindeer Lodge and was not aware of any complaints 

about noise issues.  The Clerk told Members that she was the person present 

this evening who lived at the closest proximity to the Reindeer Lodge and 

pointed out that while she was outside, she could hear the music but once she 

went back indoors, she could not.  All Councillors agreed that no objection be 

made about this planning application.                                                 

 Planning Application – FUL/000667/22                                                                                                     

Proposed two storey rear extension to provide living accommodation living 

accommodation for large family.                                                                                                                                        

44 Bryn Clyd, Leeswood, Mold, Flintshire, CH7 4RU.                                                                                                            

Following discussion, it was agreed by all Councillors that no objection be 

made about this planning application.                                                 
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123. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                            

a) Proposals for traffic regulations within Leeswood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

b) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village                                                                                                                   

c) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood                                                                         

d) Mandatory 20mph speed limit outside Ysgol Derwenfa, Leeswood                                                                

Councillors L.C. Richardson and R. Hughes told Councillors that they had 

attended the arranged site visit.  A report of the site visit was to be sent to this 

Council, but it had not yet been received.  Councillor R. Hughes advised that he 

had left a message with Ms Jessica Wellstead to ring him back about this.    

124. COMMUNITY COUNCIL OWNED STREET LIGHTING                                                                                                                      

Councillor R. Hughes informed that it would cost £195 per streetlight to change 

them from sodium bulbs to LED.  A further charge of £750 would be incurred to 

bring them up to Flintshire County Council adoptable standard.  Query was 

raised as to whether Flintshire County Council would adopt the streetlights on 

Drury Lane/Albert Street, Leeswood and other unadopted roads in the village, 

also behind the Bridge Inn in Pontblyddyn.  Councillor R. Hughes advised that 

he would ask if this was possible.     

125. NORTH WALES COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL – WALES AIR 

AMBULANCE: HEALTH WATCHDOG WELCOMES FURTHER TALKS ABOUT 

PLANS                                                                                                                                                                                              

For their information, Members had been circulated with a copy of the News 

Release issued by the NWCHC on 3rd November 2022.          

126. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – VISITS TO TOWN AND COMMUNITY 

COUNCILS BY INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS 

COMMITTEE                                                                                                                                                                    

Members had been circulated with a copy of correspondence from Gareth 

Owens, Chief Governance Officer, Flintshire County Council detailing the 

findings of the first four visits undertaken in October 2022. 

127. SLCC/ONE VOICE WALES – BULLYING AND HARASSMENT IN COUNCILS                                                                      

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Paul 

Egan, Deputy Chief Executive and Resources Manager, One Voice Wales 

explaining that along with the Society of Local Council Clerks they are 

committed to improving the performance of local Councils in Wales.  One 

aspect of this improvement is around the behaviour of members and 

employees.  Also circulated was a copy of the new guidance on ‘Bullying and 

Harassment in Councils’. 

128. WELSH GOVERNMENT – SECTION 137 EXPENDITURE LIMIT 2023/2024                                                                

Members had been circulated with a copy of correspondence received from 

Martin Bull, Local Government Finance Police and Sustainability Division, 
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Welsh Government advising that that the appropriate sum for purposes of 

Section 137 (4) (a) of the Local Government 1972 Act for Town and Community 

Councils in Wales for the financial year 2023/2024 is £9.93 per elector. 

129. WELSH GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON DRAFT REGULATIONS TO 

AMEND CLASS 6 OF THE EXCEPTIONS TO THE COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS 

FOR SECOND HOMES                                                                                                                                                    

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from One 

Voice Wales advising that the Welsh Government are consulting on the draft 

Regulations to amend Class 6 of the exceptions to the council tax premiums for 

second homes.  The closing date for responses is 22nd December 2022.  Also 

circulated was a copy of the consultation document and the questions.                 

130. CLERK PAY RISE                                                                                                                                                                                                

The Clerk informed that the Town/Community Council Clerks Pay Award for 

2022/2023 had been agreed.  This was for a sum of £1,925 per annum 

irrespective of the pay scale.  The cost to this Community Council would be an 

increase of £600 per annum.  It was proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and 

seconded by Councillor M. Thomas that the Clerk be in receipt of this pay 

award backdated to April 2022.  All Councillors in agreement.                                       

131. COUNCILLOR R. HUGHES – COUNTY COUNCIL ITEMS                                                                                                         

a) Fencing at the play area on Phoenix Park, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes 

reported that this was now being replaced section by section.                                                                  

b) Drainage on Phoenix Park, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes advised that 

this was to be looked at by Flintshire County Council.                                                                                    

c) Bushes growing onto lampposts – Councillor R. Hughes informed that 

Flintshire County Council will attend to the cutting back of the bushes that are 

growing to the lampposts before the Christmas period.                                                                         

132. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY                                                               

a) Bell’s Corner, Millennium Clock light – this is on and off intermittently.  The 

Clerk is to contact Smith of Derby regarding this.                                                                                                               

b) Bell’s Corner, Millennium Clock weathervane – Councillor G. Sherwood 

reported that this needs removing, straightening and re-painting.                                                                                

c) Bell’s Corner Cenotaph Tommies – Councillors R. Hughes advised that these 

had been removed temporarily as one of them had been pushed over.                                                            

d) Leeswood community poppies – Councillor R. Hughes informed that these 

had now been taken down.  Many of them were now weather damaged and 

needed replacing.  All Councillors agreed that the Clerk was to purchase more 

outdoor poppies in preparation for next year’s Remembrance period.                               

e) Community Council Christmas Lights competition – Councillors S. Pritchard 

and M. Thomas were working on this.  It was decided by all Councillors that the 
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prizes for this competition would be as follows: -                                                                                                                  

Best Overall - £50.00                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Two separate competitions for Leeswood and Pontblyddyn: -                                                     

First Prize - £30.00; Second Prize - £20.00; Third Prize - £10.00                                                                                   

Total prize money £170.00.                                                                                                                                                                    

Councillors S. Pritchard and M. Thomas advised that the children of Ysgol 

Derwenfa would make the final decision on the successful entrants.                                                                 

f) Community signs thanking NHS and Key Workers – Councillors expressed a 

wish to use the annual remuneration that they do not take on purchasing signs 

for both Leeswood and Pontblyddyn which thank the NHS and Key Workers 

for their work during the recent Coronavirus Pandemic.  The Clerk was to look 

into purchasing these for erection at suitable sites in both villages.                                                                                                 

133. CORRESPONDENCE                                                                                                                                                   

Preparations for the Coming Winter, Flintshire County Council - in an attempt 

to improve the County wide resilience and readiness for the coming winter the 

Flintshire County Council will be offering the following services to the Town 

and Community Councils:                                                                                                                                                             

1.  Information on local weather forecast and gritting actions. Following the 

positive feedback from previous Winters, Flintshire County Council are again 

offering the opportunity for Town and Community Council’s to nominate a 

member of the community to receive daily details of the proposed gritting 

actions together with an accurate weather forecast for their area, at 

approximately 1pm each afternoon. This will allow the nominee to pass this 

important information on to other interested parties within the community.                             

2. Salt bins, as in previous winters, the Flintshire County Council owned bins 

are soon to be filled and the operation will be repeated (if required) during 

January 2023.  Prior to filling however, each location is to be assessed to ensure 

it meets the County Council’s criteria for the provision of salt bins and any 

found not meeting the criteria will be removed.  If the Community Council 

requires additional bins within their community, to be funded at their own 

cost, they can be supplied by the County Council and subject to the future 

availability of rock salt filled at the same frequency as the Council owned bins. 

The bins will be supplied in a different colour (in order to distinguish them 

from Council bins) and the cost will be £150.00 to purchase and each refill will 

be charged at £60.00.                                                                                                                                                                         

3. Bagged Rock Salt Bagged rock salt is also available at approximately £7 per 

bag delivered to a location of choice, for use around Town and Community 

Council owned property.                                                                                                                                                            

4. Community involvement in Snow Clearing, in an attempt to assist the local 

communities to help themselves during any periods of heavy snow, the County 

Council will be offering basic equipment in order that these communities can 
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take on some localised footway snow clearing work.  It is stressed that the 

intention is for these operations to supplement the Council’s own snow 

clearing operations, not replace them.  The County Council will continue to 

provide the winter maintenance service at the current level of previous years. 

If the Town and Community Council, or any other groups nominated by them, 

request equipment, they will receive the following: -                                                                                     

• 8 bags of rock salt and applicators                                                                                                                                 

• Shovels for snow clearing                                                                                                                                                          

• Instructions and indemnity notices for those people carrying out the work. 

 Councillor J.E. Saul advised that he would put a notice on the website 

recommending that the residents of the Community do not use the Constitution 

Hill/County Road or Dingle Road during periods of heavy snowfall as these 

roads are not cleared as quickly as the main roads in and out of the village.  

Councillor R. Hughes stated that this was a good idea and pointed out that the 

County Council prioritised the main roads and bus routes before moving onto 

the lesser roads.    

134. AGENDA ITEMS AWAITING COMPLETION/FURTHER INFORMATION                                          

a) Environmental act 2016 – Community & Town Councils duty under section 6 

– this item is included as per Minute 127 of the October 2019 

meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

b) Internal audit 2021/2022 – Review of Standing Orders and Financial 

Regulations – This item is included as per minute 41c of the special meeting 

June 2022.  Awaiting an updated version of the Standing Orders and Financial 

Regulations.  The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood, advised that new 

versions of these are to be released towards the end of the year.  It was 

proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by Councillor L.C. 

Richardson that the review be postponed until such time as the new versions 

had been received.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

c)  Internal audit 2021/2022 – Review of Contract for Cemetery Maintenance – 

This item is included as per minute 41d of the special meeting June 2022.  The 

Clerk advised that she had received a contact number for another contractor 

to give a quote for this.                                                                                                                                                                    

d) Internal audit 2021/2022 – Clerk’s Contract – This item is included as per 

minute 41e of the special meeting June 2022.  It was agreed by all Councillors 

that the existing draft contract be reviewed and updated if necessary.    

 

 

 

 

 

135. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT      
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Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – November 2022 £1,028.30 £0.00 £1,028.30 

Miss M Reynolds New Laptop £394.94 £0.00 £394.94 
Miss M Reynolds Laptop case + memory sticks £53.87 £0.00 £53.87 
Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – October 
2022 

£560.00 £112.00 £672.00 

Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – 
November 2022 

£340.80 £68.16 £408.96 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting maintenance – 
Albert Street, Leeswood 

£197.50 £0.00 £197.50 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting maintenance – 
Stryt Cae Rhedyn & County Road, 
Leeswood 

£395.00 £0.00 £395.00 

Scottish Power Street lighting – energy £1,351.48 £67.57 £1,419.05 
HMRC PAYE Q2 £437.80 £0.00 £437.80 
Hafren Dyfrdwy Water rates – allotments £263.42 £0.00 £263.42 
Hafren Dyfrdwy  Water rates – Cemetery £42.11 £0.00 £42.11 
Mrs J. Phillips Catering – Remembrance Sunday £730.00 £0.00 £730.00 
  £5,795.22 £247.73 £6,042.95 

 

136. INCOME RECEIVED                                                                                                                                                       

There was no income received.    

137. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                      

As at 29th October 2022 - deposit account - £68,448.36 and current account - 

£48,685.13. 

The meeting was declared closed at 7.50pm. 


