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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 12th JULY 2022. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Caruana, D. Foster, R. Hughes, T. Hughes, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, 

L.C. Richardson, J.E. Saul and M. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, L.T. Coleman and R. 

Williams.  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

43. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                             

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 7th June 2022 had been 

circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and 

seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a true 

record of proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                  

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 21st June 2022 had been circulated 

to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by 

Councillor S. Owen that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings.  All 

Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                                                                                

44. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                   

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman, reported that the meeting had taken place 

with Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison Design Development Ltd on Monday 13th 

June 2022.  The Chairman was in attendance with Councillor R. Hughes, 

Chairman of the Cemetery Sub-Committee, Councillor J. Caruana and the 

Clerk.  Ms Halestrap was shown the land and possibilities of utilising it to its 

full extent were discussed.   

 Subsequently Ms Halestrap of Harrison Design Development Ltd provided a 

schedule and quotation for Landscape Design and Administration Services at 

the Pontblyddyn Cemetery.  This had been circulated to all Councillors.  

Following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor J.E. Saul that the 

Community Council opt for Stage One of the Schedule but that the site be 
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considered as one whole rather than two halves and that a survey should be 

taken of the whole site.  This was seconded by Councillor D. Foster.  All 

Councillors in agreement.  Stage One of the Schedule is as follows: -                                                                 

a) Visit site to undertake a detailed survey, clarify any issues/questions with 

the Client team as required so as to be clear on the site brief and the Client’s 

requirements for the Cemetery                                                                                                                                                                       

b) Get quotes for and manage topographical survey by others and utilities 

search by others and set up a site base plan.  The topographical survey and 

utilities search is an additional charge                                                                                                                                                                

c) Develop an outline layout design for the Cemetery extension, allow for 2 No 

options.  Include a pallet board and outline schedule for each option.  Layout 

will show the number of available plots for burial each option and include a 

capital cost estimate based on previous projects                                                                                                                    

d) Allow for meeting with Councillors to present the design.  Following the 

meeting make any amendments to the design as requested by the Client team.  

The cost for Stage One is £2,250.00 + VAT with the topographical survey and 

utilities search cost to be added.  

 The Clerk advised that she had provisionally arranged for Ms Claire Halestrap 

to attend a meeting of this Council to make a presentation of a suggested 

Scheme at 6pm on Tuesday 16th August 2022.  It was proposed by Councillor R. 

Hughes and seconded by Councillor S. Owen that this meeting go ahead.  All 

Councillors in agreement.  

45. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                            

a) Proposals for traffic regulations within 

Leeswood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

b) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village                                                                                                                   

c) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood                                                                         

d) Mandatory 20mph speed limit outside Ysgol Derwenfa, Leeswood                                                                

Due to unforeseen circumstances it had not been possible to arrange the  site 

meeting in Leeswood as agreed per the Zoom meeting held on 1st March 2022.  It 

was proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by Councillor L.C. 

Richardson that the Clerk email Jessica Wellstead requesting a progress 

report on this.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                                                       

46. COMMUNITY COUNCIL OWNED STREET LIGHTING                                                                                                                      

The Clerk reported that she had no further e-mail correspondence from Mr 

Jamie Bennett, Highways and Trunk Road Operations Manager, Streetscene, 

Flintshire County Council regarding a quote to change the Community Council 

owned street lighting from sodium to LED.  It was proposed by Councillor L.C. 

Richardson and seconded by Councillor R. Hughes that a request for progress 

in this matter be made with Mr Bennett.   
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47. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – FLINTSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN 2015-2030 EXAMINATION – CONSULTATION ON MATTERS ARISING 

CHANGES                                                                                                                                                                                

Members had been circulated with e-mail correspondence from Mr A. Farrow, 

Senior Planning Officer, Flintshire County Council, advising that following the 

Hearing Sessions held as part of the public examination into the Flintshire 

LDP, Flintshire County Council is undertaking a consultation on the Matter 

Arising Changes.  The consultation is for a period of six weeks and ends at 

5.00pm on Friday 29th July 2022.  This was accepted. 

48. WELSH GOVERNMENT – GOOD COUNCILLORS GUIDE 2022                                                                                               

Members had been circulated with a copy of the Welsh Government Good 

Councillors Guide 2022.  Councillors are requested to retain this for their 

information.      

49. WELSH GOVERNMENT STATUTORY GUIDANCE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

AND ELECTIONS (WALES) ACT 2021                                                                                                                                                            

A copy of the Welsh Government statutory guidance Local Government and 

Elections (Wales) Act 2021 had been circulated to all Members.  Councillors 

are requested to retain this for their information.   

The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood made reference to the Councillors 

Training Plan, the statutory guidance states that “Community councils and 

their staff should seek to equip themselves to be as effective and efficient as 

possible when exercising functions.  Councils should regularly review 

whether there are opportunities to improve their administration and 

governance so that they are better able to perform their responsibilities and 

serve their communities.  Having identified development gaps, the next step is 

to develop a plan to address these gaps.  Section 67 of the 2021 Act requires 

community councils to make and publish a plan about the training provision 

for its members and staff.  The first training plan must be ready and published 

by 5 November 2022, six months after the duty comes into force.  This is 

considered to be an appropriate period of time for councils to assess needs, 

agree its training budget and adopt a plan.”  It was proposed by Councillor R. 

Hughes and seconded by Councillor M. Thomas that a draft plan be presented 

to the Community Council at the September 2022 monthly meeting.  All 

Councillors in agreement. 

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman, made further reference to the need of the 

Community Council to produce and publish an Annual Report.  The statutory 

guidance states that there has been consistent support expressed by 

stakeholders to increase the transparency, and increase awareness, of the 

work of community councils.  One of the key findings of the independent 
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review panel on community and town councils was the lack of visibility of 

community councils’ activities.   The panel found there was a significant need 

to increase awareness of the existence of community councils and their work 

within their communities, as well as a need for councils to engage with 

communities when making decisions.  Section 52 of the 2021 Act requires 

community councils, as soon as reasonably practicable after the end of each 

financial year, to prepare and publish an annual report about the council’s 

priorities, activities and achievements over the previous year.  The Clerk 

advised that she would prepare a draft report for the September 2022 monthly 

meeting.  

50. CENSUS 2021 RESULTS – 28TH JUNE 2022                                                                                                                                          

E-mail correspondence from Joanne Pierce, Executive Manager, Chief 

Executives Suite, Flintshire County Council advising that the first results from 

the Census 2021 will be out on Tuesday 28th June 2022 had been circulated to 

all Members.  This was accepted.   

51. WELSH GOVERNMENT – SHAPING WALES’ FUTURE                                                                                                                   

Members had been circulated with e-mail correspondence from Stuart Ward, 

Sustainable Futures, Welsh Government, advising that the consultation on 

Shaping Wales’ Future: Using National Milestones to measure our Nation’s 

progress (wave two) has been published.  The consultation closes on 12th 

September 2022.  This was accepted.                                                                                                  

52. ONE VOICE WALES – REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS                                                                                            

A copy of e-mail correspondence from Wendi Patience, One Voice Wales 

detailing the remote training sessions available for June and July 2022 had 

been circulated to all Members.  This was accepted.   
 

53. COUNCILLOR R. HUGHES – COUNTY COUNCIL ITEMS                                                                                         

a) ‘Welcome to Leeswood’ sign on Stryt-Cae-Rhedyn, Leeswood – this has now 

been cleaned.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

b) Community Potholes – many of these had been filled in but it was noted that 

the remedial work was not sufficient as some potholes were needing attention 

again.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

c) Dingle Road, Leeswood – the gutters need to be cleaned out.   
 

54. ANY OTHER BUSINESS - FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY                                                                           

a) Seat by Ysgol Derwenfa, Leeswood – this seat had now been put in place.  The 

Clerk advised that the Age Friendly Communities Group will be donating £400 

towards this.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

b) Notice Board in dip, Parc Derwen, Leeswood – this requires repairing 

following storm damage.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk ask Mr 

Aled Davies if his team could attend to this. 
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55. CORRESPONDENCE                                                                                                                                                                   

Flintshire County Council – Chair’s Civic Service – Invitation from Councillor 

Mared Eastwood, Chair to Flintshire County Council, to attend her Civic 

Service to be held on Sunday 31st July 2022 at St Mary’s Church, Mold.   
 

56. AGENDA ITEMS AWAITING COMPLETION/FURTHER INFORMATION                                          

a) Environmental act 2016 – Community & Town Councils duty under section 6 

– this item is included as per Minute 127 of the October 2019 

meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

b) NHS, Social Care & Frontline Workers Community Council Event – this item 

is included as per Minute 36 of the March 2021 meeting.                                                                           

c) Treebilee - This item is included as per minute 39b of the June 2021 meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

d) Internal audit 2021/2022 – Review of Standing Orders and Financial 

Regulations – This item is included as per minute 41c of the special meeting 

June 2022.  Awaiting an updated version of the Standing Orders and Financial 

Regulations.  The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood, advised that new 

versions of these are to be released towards the end of the year.  It was 

proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded by Councillor L.C. 

Richardson that the review be postponed until such time as the new versions 

had been received.  All Councillors in 

agreement.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

e)  Internal audit 2021/2022 – Review of Contracts for Cemetery Maintenance 

and Festive Light Installation – This item is included as per minute 41d of the 

special meeting June 2022.  It was agreed that the review of these contracts be 

left until the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been reviewed.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

f) Internal audit 2021/2022 – Clerk’s Contract – This item is included as per 

minute 41e of the special meeting June 2022.  It was agreed by all Councillors 

that the existing draft contract be reviewed and updated if necessary.    
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57. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT      

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – June 2022 £683.52 £0.00 £683.52 

Miss M Reynolds Defibrillator pads  £82.00 £16.40 £98.40 
Miss M Reynolds Stationery/printer cartridges £189.88 £0.00 £189.88 
Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – June 
2022 

£1,046.00 £209.20 £1,255.20 

Mrs J Phillips Catering – Platinum Jubilee 
Big Lunch 

£730.00 £0.00 £730.00 

Hafren Dyfrdwy Water rates – allotments £55.70 £0.00 £55.70 
Shaw and Sons Cemetery Books £746.00 £149.20 £895.20 
JDH Business 
Services 

Internal audit 2021/2022 £225.00 £45.00 £270.00 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Election expenses 2022 £405.24 £0.00 £405.24 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting maintenance £197.50 £0.00 £197.50 

Viking Direct Stationery/stamps £293.69 £0.00 £293.69 
HMRC PAYE/NI Q1 £437.60 £0.00 £437.60 
     
 Total: -  £5,092.13 £419.80 £5,511.93 

58. INCOME RECEIVED                                                                                                                                                       

There was no income received.    

59. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                      

As at 29th June 2022 - deposit account - £78,268.44 and current account - 

£31,426.17. 

The meeting was declared closed at 8.00pm. 


