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THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE
COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 16" AUGUST 2022.

PRESENT

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors D. Foster, R. Hughes, T. Hughes, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, L.C.
Richardson, J.E. Saul and M. Thomas.

Alsoin attendance Marie Reynolds - Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, J. Caruana, L.T. Coleman
and R. Williams.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST - MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

CEMETERY

The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood, welcomed Ms Claire Halestrap from
Harrison Design Development Ltd to the meeting. Ms Halestrap advised that
she is from a firm that deals with architecture and landscaping. She had
previously met with Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman, Councillor R. Hughes,
Chair to the Cemetery Sub-Committee, Councillor J. Caruana and the Clerk on
site at the Cemetery to discuss what was required to extend the Cemetery into
the adjacent field. The whole site is quite steeply sloping. Councillor J.E. Saul
had produced a report and submitted the planning application on behalf of the
Community Council. A drain had been put in the new section along the top
approximately two metres deep. National Resources Wales state that to ensure
that the water course is not polluted you cannot bury within ten metres of a
drain. The consent from Flintshire County Council stipulates this. Gradient of
the site is as follows: - 1:4 bottom section, 1:7 middle section and 1:5.75 top
section.

Ms Halestrap advised that there are two tough options: -

Option 1 - to continue burying as we are at present but turn the graves around,
sothey face those in the existing part. No further drains can be put in the new
section unless they are not deeper than the highest burial in a grave. Cremated
remains can be put within ten metres of the existing drain in the new section.
Grave spaces are marked out as 9’ by 4’ 6” with the burial space being 7’ by 3,
headstones should be installed on the ‘feather’. Ms Halestrap referred to slope
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stability which is something that needs to be checked. Rafts would be
unsuitable as the ground is predominantly clay and this could cause them to
crack. Gravel rafts are an option, and these would signal where the headstone
should be placed. Alooproadway from the first corner of the existing
roadway into the Cemetery to connect with the old part was included in this
option.

Option 2 -thisisto bury facing down the slope. Ms Halestrap explained that a
loop road was not possible with this option as the ground is too steep.
Councillor T. Hughes suggested that an extension of the road in the existing
Cemetery into the ‘buffer’ space that cannot be used for burials with a
hammerhead on either side. Councillor J.E. Saul suggested that a pedestrian
access be considered off the first corner of the existing roadway. Atthe bottom
of the extension, there is a possibility for a Garden of Remembrance where
cremated remains could be scattered if so wished. It was pointed out that the
advantage of rafts would settle space establishment, although the graves could
be pre-marked. Ms Halestrap stated that it was up to the Community Council
to select the orientation of the graves. The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood
feltthat a variation on option 2 would be the best, but the plat markings would
need to be exact.

Ms Halestrap asked if the Clerk could let her know what work the Community
Council would require doing in the existing part of the Cemetery and what
they would like to feature in the extension. Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman
thanked Ms Halestrap for attending the meeting.

Following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor R. Hughes and seconded
by Councillor D. Foster that the following requests be sent to Ms Halestrap: -

i) Replace all edgings on the existing roadway into the Cemetery with
‘dropped’ kerbs and patch/dress coat the road surface.

ii) A Garden of Remembrance - if it is possible to bury at the bottom of the new
section then this could go on the steeper part which would mean burials on
either side of it. We could have a seated areathere.

iii) A pathway access into the bottom part which would come from the first
bend of the road up into the Cemetery.

iv) Hammerhead roadway where the land will be lost because of the drain
issues. A turning point for any hearse is needed. Undertakers have advised the
Clerk thatitis helpfulto have aroad upwards as it is more difficult to transport
a coffinuphill on a trolley.

v) Plan in a Wall of Remembrance.
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