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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI APONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD VIA THE
ZOOM PLATFORM ON TUESDAY 7™ MARCH 2023.

PRESENT

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors J. Caruana, D. Foster, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, L..C. Richardson, J.E.
Saul, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.

Alsoin attendance Marie Reynolds - Clerk to the Council and Mr Ian
Papworth, independent member of the Flintshire County Council Standards
Committee.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, R. Hughes and T. Hughes.

COUNCILLORS R. HUGHES AND T. HUGHES

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman expressed condolences on behalf of
himself and the Community Council to Councillors R. Hughes and T. Hughes at
the recent loss of Gwenda. The Clerk advised that a sympathy card had been
sent on behalf of this Council. It was suggested that a wreath be sent on behalf
of the Community Council, the Clerk to speak with Councillor R. Hughes about
this.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST - MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 14™ February 2023 had
been circulated to all members. It was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and
seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a true
record of proceedings. All Councillors in agreement.

RESIGNATION - COUNCILLOR RICHARD WILLIAMS

The Clerk reported that no requests for an election had been received by
Flintshire County Council and a notice of Co-Option would be put on the
Council website and Community notice boards. Closing date for expressions
of interest will be Friday 31 March 2023.

POLICE LIAISON
The Clerk advised that North Wales Police do not facilitate the zoom platform.
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It was agreed by all Councillors that the next dates for the Community Council
monthly meetings, 4™ April and 2°¢ May be forwarded to PCSO Helen Holden.

CEMETERY

a) Work on Cemetery Extension

The Clerk reported that she had spoken with Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison
Design Development regarding the financial position of this Community
Council in relation to works at the Cemetery. Ms Halestrap advised that she
would be able to work on something using £50,000 capital as a basis, the
remaining £25,000 available to be used in consideration of VAT and fees.

b) Cemetery

The Clerk advised that she had spoken with Mr Aled Davies about the laurel
hedge planted to replace the Church car park wall which was not growing
satisfactorily. Mr Davies stated that he would look at this to see if feeding
could help or if necessary, replace with another hedging plant.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Planning Application - FUL/000158/23

Creation of secure storage compound to the rear of Pontybodkin Telephone
Exchange Site

Pontybodkin Telephone Exchange, Leeswood, Mold, CH7 4LB.

Councillor J.E. Saul pointed out that this planning application would be
subject to the same restrictions as any other, whether there would be any say
on what was stored on the site isunknown. It was agreed by all Councillors
that no objection or observation be made.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

a) Proposals for traffic regulations within Leeswood - the Clerk reported that
she had spoken atlength with Mr Lee Shone, Streetscene Officer at Flintshire
County Council. He had promised that a plan of the proposed traffic
regulations would be re-sent, it has not yet been received. It was noted that the
double yellow lines on Bell’s Corner, Leeswood had not been completed due to
the road through the village needing to be resurfaced. The Clerk reminded
Councillors that she had sent an e-mail to Jessica Wellstead, Streetscene
Officer, Flintshire County Council about the traffic regulations suggested and
it was agreed by all Councillors that this should be forwarded to Mr Lee

Shone.

b) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village - Mr Lee Shone had stated that the
Flintshire County Council did not have the funding to carry out significant
works for traffic calming measures, it was necessary for them to apply for
grants from elsewhere. This year there would be very little money available as
the Welsh Government were focussing on the roll out of the 20mph limits in
towns and villages that matched the necessary criteria.
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c) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood - the Clerk advised
thatthis issue was not discussed with Mr Lee Shone. Councillor L.C.
Richardson that she is frequently in the area and has noticed that cars use the
car park of the Motorbike Café when there aren’t motorbikes there. It was
possible that this was quieter because of the time of year.

d) Mandatory 20mph speed limit outside Ysgol Derwenfa, Leeswood -

the Clerk reported that the 20mph roll out was to be completed by 17"
September 2023. It was agreed by all Councillors that this item be now
removed from the agenda.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL - ANNUAL COMPETITIONS
Community Council annual competitions to take place this year: -
Hanging Baskets/Best Kept Garden

Scarecrow

Pumpkin

Christmas Lights.

The Hanging Baskets/Best Kept Garden and Scarecrow competitions were to
be judged in the week before the Carnival. Councillors S. Pritchard and M.
Thomas were taking the lead with the Community Council competitions would
speak with Mr David Ellis about this. It was suggested that the Scarecrows
could be taken onto the Carnival field for judging.

NORTH WALES COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL - MENOPAUSE: HEALTH
WATCHDOG PUBLISHES REPORT

For their information, Members had been circulated with a copy of the News
Release issued by the NWCHC on 16® February 2023.

ONE VOICE WALES/SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS - TRAINING
NEEDS SURVEY

Members had been circulated with e-mail correspondence from Lyn
Cadwallader, Chief Executive, One Voice Wales, advising that One Voice
Wales and the Society of Local Council Clerks have developed a training needs
survey which they would like this Council to complete so that they can plan
future training arrangements within their respective organisations that reflect
the current needs of the sector. Also circulated was a copy of the survey so
thatthe questions can be discussed within the Council before completing the
survey online. The questions related to Councillors, Clerks and other staff as
well asto the general role of the Council. It was agreed by all Councillors that
each individual Councillor should fill in the survey and pass it onto the Clerk
for her to complete it on their behalf. The closing date for responses is 28"
March 2023.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACT 2016 - COMMUNITY & TOWN COUNCILS DUTY
UNDER SECTION 6

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from
Rachel Carter, Local Places for Nature Officer, One Voice Wales, advising that
the Community or Town Council has a statutory duty under Section 6 of the
Environment Act (2016) which states that every public body must seek to
maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions in
relation to Wales, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems, so far
as consistent with the proper exercise of those functions. In order to comply
with this, a Council should: embed the consideration of biodiversity and
ecosystems into their early thinking and business planning, including any
policies, plans, programmes, and projects, as well as their day-to-day
activities.

Every public authority (including all C&TCs) must publish a report on what
they have done to comply with the duty. The first report was due atthe end of
December 2019, further reports must then be published before the end of
every third year. Areportwas due to be published by the end of December
2022.

It was pointed out that the Community Council do not own any land within the
villages of Leeswood and Pontblyddyn except for the Cemetery. As part of the
works on the Cemetery it was intended to plan an area for wildflowers where
people could sit.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENTS IN
LEESWOOD

Members had been circulated with e-mail correspondence from Sophie
Roberts, Assistant Biodiversity Officer, Flintshire County Council. Ms Roberts
is currently delivering grant funding from Welsh government to provide
biodiversity improvements throughout the County. Her current priority is tree
planting. A number of sites across Flintshire have been suggested by residents,
Councillors, and Council staff due to their potential to facilitate tree planting.
These suggestions have been followed up with site visits and all preliminary
checks have now been completed. Ms Roberts wishes to inform of the tree
planting which will be taking place on the Phoenix Park play areas in March.
Members were also circulated with a letter explaining the planting. Additional
sites for tree planting around Leeswood which have been suggested by County

Councillor Ray Hughes will be looked at for planting in the next planting
season (December 2023-March 2024).

MEMBERSHIP OF ONE VOICE WALES 2023/2024

E-mail correspondence from Lyn Cadwallader, Chief Executive, One Voice
Wales inviting renewal of membership for 2023/2024 had been circulated to
all Members. Also circulated was correspondence outlining the work
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undertaken by One Voice Wales. The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood
declared an interest as he is the Chairman of the One Voice Wales Area
Committee Flintshire and Wrexham. It was proposed by Councillor J.
Caruana and seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that this Council renews
membership for One Voice Wales 2023/2024.

COUNCILLOR R HUGHES - COUNTY COUNCIL ITEMS

a) Streetscene work in the community - Councillor R. Hughes had reported to
the Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood that he had spoken to Ian Williams of
Streetscene with a long list of items that need action in Leeswood and
Pontblyddyn.

b) Community Council match funding for play areas in Leeswood and
Pontblyddyn - Councillor R. Hughes had requested via the Chairman,
Councillor G. Sherwood that the money set aside in the budget for play area
upgrade be used towards replacement fencing on the Phoenix Park play area.
It was agreed by a majority decision that the Community Council funding be
used this way.

AGENDA ITEMS AWAITING COMPLETION/FURTHER INFORMATION

a) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Review of Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations - This item is included as per minute 41c of the special meeting
June 2022. Awaiting an updated version of the Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations. The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood, reported that One Voice
Wales were waiting on the update on the review of standing orders and
financial regulations.

b) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Review of Contract for Cemetery Maintenance -
This item is included as per minute 41d of the special meeting June 2022. The
Clerk advised that she was working on obtaining quotations for this.

c) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Clerk’s Contract - This item is included as per
minute 41e of the special meeting June 2022. It was agreed by all Councillors
that the existing draft contract be reviewed and updated if necessary.
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188. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Payee Detail Net VAT Total
Miss M Reynolds | Salary - February 2023 £728.65 £0.00 £728.65
Miss M Reynolds | Zoom subscription 2023/2024 £119.90 £23.98 £143.88
Aled Davies Cemetery maintenance - £280.00 £56.00 £336.00
Agricultural February 2023
Ysgol Derwenfa Donation re Zoom subscription £150.00 £0.00 £150.00
Ysgol Derwenfa Donation from winners of £100.00 £0.00 £100.00
Christmas Lights competition
Mrs K Hughes Overall winner of Christmas £50.00 £0.00 £50.00
Lights competition
Mrs E Walsh Third place Christmas Lights £10.00 £0.00 £10.00
Leeswood
Totals: - £1,438.55 £79.98 £1,518.53

189. INCOME RECEIVED
There was noincome received.

190. BANK BALANCES
As at 29" January 2023 - deposit account - £88,687.14 and current account -
£34,410.86.

Mr Ian Papworth addressed the Council at the end of the meeting. He advised that he
was present as a bystander to observe proceedings. If the Community Council
wished him to attend before his next due visit which would be towards the end of
2023, he would come. The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood thanked him for his
offer.

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm.
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