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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI APONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE
COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2023.

PRESENT

Councillor G. Sherwood, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors J. Caruana, R. Hughes, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, L..C. Richardson, J.E.
Saul, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.

Alsoin attendance Marie Reynolds - Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, D. Foster and T. Hughes.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST - MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 17" January 2023 had
been circulated to all members. It was proposed by Councillor S. Pritchard
and seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a true
record of proceedings. All Councillorsin agreement.

The minutes of the Precept meeting held on Tuesday 31 January 2023 had
been circulated to all members. It was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and
seconded by Councillor R. Thomas that these be accepted as a true record of
proceedings. All Councillors in agreement.

RESIGNATION - COUNCILLOR RICHARD WILLIAMS

The Clerk reported that a ‘Notice of Vacancy’ had been put up on the
Community Centre notice board. This notice explains that an election can be
held if a request is made in writing to the Returning Officer by ten electors
from the community area. Asthe community area is warded, the request must
only come from people in the Leeswood ward. Should an election be
requested, it must be held within 60 days of when the notice went up. If there
isn’tarequestto hold an election, then this Community Council are able to co-
opt someone into the vacant seat. The closing date for requests for an election
is 27" February 2023.

POLICE LIAISON
The Clerk advised that because the date of the February monthly meeting had
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been changed, PCSO Helen Holden had been unable to attend. Dates of the
next meetings would be forwarded to PCSO Holden.

CEMETERY

a) Work on Cemetery Extension

Itwas agreed by all Councillors that following the Precept meeting of Tuesday
31t January 2023, the Community Council would have £75,000 available in
funds during the financial year 2023/2024 for work on the Cemetery. The
Clerk was to explain to Ms Claire Halestrap that this was what this Council had
to start work, cover any fees and VAT to be charged.

b) Cemetery

Councillor R. Hughes advised that the laurel hedge planted to replace the
Church car park wall was not growing satisfactorily, it either needs feeding or
changing to a more suitable hedge plant, possibly beech. It was agreed by all
Councillors that the Clerk should contact Mr Aled Davies and raise this matter
with him and the possibility of changing the hedging for a more suitable plant.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

a) Proposals for traffic regulations within

Leeswood

b) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village

c) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood

d) Mandatory 20mph speed limit outside Ysgol Derwenfa, Leeswood

The Clerk reported that there still had been no report received from Flintshire
County Council. Observation was made that there were now average speed
cameras in place from Treuddyn to Corwen and it was noted that the main
road through Pontblyddyn was a lot busier that this stretch of road. It was
agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should approach the Head of
Streetscene, Flintshire County Council to obtain a progress report on these
matters.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL OWNED STREET LIGHTING

The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood pointed out that there would be
insufficient funds to convert the Community Council owned streetlights to
Flintshire County Council adoptable standard and start work on the Cemetery
to prepare it for burial standard. It was pointed out by the Clerk that
consideration could be given to upgrading the Community Council streetlights
to County Council adoptable standard on a phased basis. Councillor R. Hughes
stated that as the Community Council were not in a position financially to
consider an upgrade for their streetlights at the present the item should be
removed from the Agenda. All Councillors were in agreement.
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL - FESTIVE LIGHTS COMPETITION RESULTS

Overall winner - £50 prize - Kim Hughes, 5 Ffordd y Glo, Leeswood, CH7 4AJ

Leeswood 1% - £30 prize - Kim Jones, 3 Bryn Meirion, CH7 4RJ
2rd - £20 prize - Sian Griffiths, 12 Fforddy Glo, CH7 4AJ
34 - £10 prize - Emma Bradshaw, 4 Bryn Clyd, CH7 4RJ
Pontblyddyn 1% - £30 prize - John Wheelock, 3 Woodland View, CH7 4HN
2rd - £20 prize - Amanda Bellington - Riverside Court, CH7 4HA
34 - £10 prize - 9 Bryn Barug, CH7 4GA
Councillors S. Pritchard and M. Thomas were thanked for the work with the
competition. It was noted that some of the prize winners had requested that
their prize money was donated to Ysgol Derwenfa.

165.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - VISITS TO TOWN AND COMMUNITY

COUNCILS BY INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS

COMMITTEE

Members had been circulated with a copy of correspondence from Gareth
Owens, Chief Governance Officer, Flintshire County Council detailing the
findings of the next six visits undertaken in November 2022. This

correspondence was noted.

166.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENTS IN

LEESWOOD

Members had been circulated with e-mail correspondence from Sophie
Roberts, Assistant Biodiversity Officer, Flintshire County Council. Ms Roberts
is currently delivering Local Places for Nature funding from Welsh
government to provide biodiversity improvements throughout the County.
Several sites in the Leeswood ward were suggested, which were then followed
up with site visits and there is now a list of recommendations for nature
improvements in these areas, some of which they should be able to progress
work on this spring, or autumn 2023.

Site name

Owned/Managed
By

Recommendation

Management

Leeswood: Oak Park

Streetscene

Sow wildflower seed

Annual cut and collect
(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)

Leeswood: Birch Court

Streetscene

Sow wildflower seed

Annual cut and collect
(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)

Leeswood: Sycamore
Drive

Streetscene

Sow wildflower seed

Annual cut and collect
(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
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Leeswood: Oak Drive [Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Willow Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
Walk (mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Holly Ct Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
North (mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Holly Ct Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
South (mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: King Street |Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Clover Dale |Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Heol-y- Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
Dderwen East (mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Heol-y- Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
Dderwen West (mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Llys Ann Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Heol-y- Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
Goron West (mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Heol-y- Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
Goron East (mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Ffordd Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
Celyn North (mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Ffordd Streetscene Sow wildflower seed Annual cut and collect
Celyn South (mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
Leeswood: Dingle Road [Streetscene Reduced mow due to Annual cut and collect

A541 Junction

existing diversity of the
grassland

(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
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Leeswood: A5104 Streetscene Reduced mow dueto Annual cut and collect

Junction North existing diversity of the |(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
grassland

Leeswood: A5104 Streetscene Reduced mow dueto Annual cut and collect

Junction South existing diversity of the |(mid-Aug to mid-Oct)
grassland
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The Clerk is to check if any of these proposed enhancements are to take place
on areasthat are currently used by younger children as play areas.

NORTH WALES COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL - HEALTH WATCHDOG
REACTS TO LATEST REPORT ON NORTH WALES VASCULAR SERVICES
For their information, Members had been circulated with a copy of the News
Release reacting to the latest report on North Wales Vascular Services which
was issued by the NWCHC on 3*¢ February 2023.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS - FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

a) Ysgol Derwenfa, Leeswood - Estyn Report - it was proposed by Councillor
L.C.Richardson and seconded by Councillor R. Thomas that the Community
Council should send a letter of congratulations to Ysgol Derwenfa regarding

their Estyn Report. All Councillors in agreement.

CORRESPONDENCE

a) Street lighting, Eaton Place, Leeswood - e-mail correspondence had been
circulated to all Members from Ms Hellen M Griffith regarding the street
lighting outside Bryn Dorion and the four houses on the site of the old
Leeswood VP School. It was pointed out that this was a particularly dark spot
in the village of Leeswood and this should be drawn to the attention of
Flintshire County Council.

AGENDA ITEMS AWAITING COMPLETION/FURTHER INFORMATION

a) Environmental act 2016 - Community & Town Councils duty under section 6
-thisitem is included as per Minute 127 of the October 2019

meeting.

b) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Review of Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations - This item is included as per minute 41c of the special meeting
June 2022. Awaiting an updated version of the Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations. The Chairman, Councillor G. Sherwood, reported that there had
been a delay on the review of standing orders and financial regulations.

¢) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Review of Contract for Cemetery Maintenance -
Thisitem is included as per minute 41d of the special meeting June 2022. The
Clerk advised that she was working on obtaining quotations for this.
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d) Internal audit 2021/2022 - Clerk’s Contract - This item is included as per

minute 41e of the special meeting June 2022. It was agreed by all Councillors

that the existing draft contract be reviewed and updated if necessary.

171. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Payee Detail Net VAT Total

Miss M Reynolds | Salary - January 2023 £728.65 £0.00 £728.65
Aled Davies Cemetery maintenance - £840.00 | £168.00 £1,008.00
Agricultural January 2023
Scottish Power Street lighting - energy £620.60 £31.03 £651.63
Harrison Design | Balance of feesre Cemetery £1,277.50 | £255.50 £1,533.00
Development
Flintshire County | Match funding play area £5,000.00 £0.00 £5,000.00
Council

Totals: - £8,466.75 | £454.53 £8,921.28

172. INCOME RECEIVED

There was noincome received.

173.

BANK BALANCES

As at 29" January 2023 - deposit account - £88,687.14 and current account -
£34,410.86.

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm.
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