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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 4th JULY 2023. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor L.C. Richardson, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Caruana, D. Foster, R. Hughes, T. Hughes, S. Pritchard, J.E. Saul, G. 

Sherwood, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council.  

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillor J. Atkinson and S. Owen.  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

37. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                             

The minutes of the annual meeting held on Tuesday 6th June 2023 had been circulated to all 

members.  It was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and seconded by Councillor R. Hughes 

that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                                                 

38. RESIGNATION – COUNCILLOR RICHARD WILLIAMS                                                                            

The Clerk reported that there had been two applications received for the vacancy that had 

arisen following the resignation of Councillor Richard Williams.  Following a discussion, a 

vote was taken on the two applicants, with Mrs A. Bond being successful on a majority 

decision.                 

39. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

a) Work on Cemetery Extension                                                                                                                                                                 

Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison Design Development had sent an e-mail to four 

contractors inviting to tender for the works at the Cemetery.  The Clerk explained that they 

were to send their quotations back via email to both her and Ms Halestrap.  These emails 

were not to be opened before the closing date of 18th July 12 midday.  Councillor G. 

Sherwood pointed out that the quotations should be received in a sealed envelope as per the 

Community Council standing orders.  Councillor S. Pritchard supported this saying that it 

is important to stick to proper procedure.  All Councillors agreed that the Clerk should seek 

advice from Mr G. Owen, Chief Officer Governance, Flintshire County Council about this.                        

b) Drainage Survey, Pontblyddyn Cemetery                                                                                                             

The Clerk reported that the drainage survey had been carried out by Survey Operations.  A 

report of this survey was not available as yet.   

40. PLANNING APPLICATIONS                                                                                                                                                      

Planning Application – FUL/000209/22 – amendments to submitted application                                                                                                                                         

Construction of a swimming pool with enclosure, pump house and patio for residential use 
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in association with Hartsheath Hall                                                                                                  

Hartsheath, Wrexham Road, Pontblyddyn, Mold, CH7 4HP. 

 Planning Application – LBC/000212/22 – amendments to submitted application                                                                                                                                         

Construction of a swimming pool with enclosure, pump house and patio for residential use 

in association with Hartsheath Hall                                                                                              

Hartsheath, Wrexham Road, Pontblyddyn, Mold, CH7 4HP. 

 It was agreed by all Councillors that no objection to this planning application be made.  

41. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                            

a) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – Councillor J.E. Saul advised that he had not 

received any response from Flintshire County Council regarding his e-mail sent to them on 

3rd May 2023.  Councillor R. Hughes reported that he had spoken with Mr Barry Wilkinson 

of Transportation, Flintshire County Council and he had assured that he would look at the 

submission from Councillor J.E. Saul.  

b) Wildflower sites in Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes informed that there was a lot of 

unrest in the village relating to the ‘wildflower sites’.  Councillor L.C. Richardson supported 

this statement, advising that she had received many complaints.  Councillor R. Hughes went 

on to report that he and the Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson had met with Councillor 

D. Hughes, Streetscene Cabinet Member, Flintshire County Council on site at the village 

and they had inspected the ‘wildflower site’ areas.  It was obvious that in the main they had 

been unsuccessful with the only wildflowers of note being at the top of Chapel Terrace and 

the area of green on Llys Celyn.  Councillor R. Hughes and the Chairman, Councillor L.C. 

Richardson agreed that they had never seen the village in such a mess, Councillor D. 

Hughes of Flintshire County Council concurred with this.  Councillor D. Hughes had 

advised that he would ensure that the grassed areas are cut.  The Chairman, Councillor L.C. 

Richardson and all Councillors expressed their thanks to Councillor R. Hughes for his work 

in sorting out this issue.   

 

42. INTERNAL AUDIT 2022/2023                                                                                                                          

All members had been circulated with a copy of the internal audit report for 2022/2023.                                                        

a) Issue 1 Staff Costs – payroll records had shown that the Council had employed the NI 

employment allowance in 2022/2023 and have, therefore, not paid employers NI.  Councils 

are not eligible for the employment allowance.  The Clerk reported that this was done in 

error and has been rectified and the outstanding amount due to HMRC is included in the 

list of cheque payments for approval at this meeting.                                                                                            

b) Issue 2 Bank Reconciliation – this is out by 18p.  The Clerk explained that this was 

overpayment of 2p to Viking Direct and an underpayment of 20p to Aled Davies 

Agricultural Contracting.  Bank reconciliation has now been corrected and balances.                                      

c) Issue 3 – the Council acknowledge that this issue remains unresolved and are satisfied 

that the Clerk is making every effort to resolve this.                                                                                        

d) Issue 4 annual grant to Leeswood Community Centre – the internal auditor noted that 

this funding was included in the 2022/2023 budget but there was no letter of receipt or 

approval of the payment in the minutes.  The Clerk advised that she will present a list of the 

donations for retrospective approval at the next monthly meeting of this Council and 
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request a letter of receipt from the Leeswood Community Centre Trustees.                                                                             

e) Issue 5 three quotations for contracts over £1,500 – no evidence was seen of three 

quotations for the festive lighting contract.  All Councillors noted that it states quite clearly 

that this Council had been unable to obtain three quotations and had, therefore, agreed to 

hire Mega Electrical Ltd being the only company to quote for the work for the festive 

lighting contract.                                                                                                                                                

f) Issue 5 2020/2021 Financial Regulations and Standing Orders – these are now consistent 

with each other as noted by the internal auditor.  The level for quotations is now £10,000 

which is significantly higher than the £3,000 suggested in the model financial regulations.  

This is to be discussed at the next monthly meeting of this Council.                                        

g) Issue 6 2020/2021 - the Council acknowledge that this issue remains unresolved and are 

satisfied that the Clerk is making every effort to resolve this.                                                                     

h) Issue 7 2020/2021 Clerk expenses allowance – this is in excess of the lump sum 

permitted by HMRC and should be disclosed to HMRC.  The Clerk advised that the 

allowance covers Council related expenses and has received advice from an accountant that 

it is not necessary to submit a P11d to HMRC.       

 It was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and seconded by Councillor G. Sherwood that the 

Annual Return 2022/2023 be signed by the Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson and the 

Clerk.  All Councillors in agreement.                   

43. MILLENNIUM CLOCK, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD                                                                                          

The Clerk reported that the Millennium Clock had received its annual service on 21st June 

2023.  It was noted by the engineer who attended the site that the weathervane was 

crooked.  This is something that Smith of Derby can sort out, but the tree nearby needs 

trimming before the work can be done. Councillor R. Hughes advised that he would ask Mr 

D. Ellis the tree man from Flintshire County Council to look at the cutting back of this tree 

so that the weathervane can be repaired.  All Councillors in agreement.         

44. ONE VOICE WALES – REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS                                                                                            

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Wendi Patience, 

One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions available for end of June through to 

July 2023.    

45. SUMMER PLAYSCHEME 2023                                                                                                                              

Members had been circulated with an e-mail from Darren Morris, Lead Officer, Play 

Development, Flintshire County Council.  In his e-mail, Mr Morris advises who the 

Supervisors are for each area and requests information from the Community Council as 

detailed.   

46. PLAY AREAS MATCH FUNDING SCHEME 2023/2024                                                                                                

Members had been circulated with a copy of the e-mail from Richard Roberts, Play Design 

Officer, Aura Leisure & Libraries which detailed the plans for the Leeswood play areas 

match funding scheme 2023/2024 and asked if the Community Council could increase the 

match funding by a further £1,000.  Councillors were pleased with the plans put forward by 

Mr Roberts.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor S. 
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Pritchard that this Council increase the match funding as per the request.  All Councillors 

were in agreement.   

47. COUNCILLOR R HUGHES – COUNTY COUNCIL ITEMS                                                                                                 

a) Drainage problem on Phoenix Park, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes reported that the 

Flintshire County Council were looking into the drainage problem on Phoenix Park and 

would be working to resolve this issue.                                                                                                                

b) Hedge on top of County Road, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes advised that this would 

be attended to by Flintshire County Council.                                                                                                      

c) Community potholes – Councillor R. Hughes informed that the Flintshire County 

Council would be working on these within the next few weeks. 

48. CORRESPONDENCE                                                                                                                                                

a) Flintshire County Council Chairman Civic Service 23rd July 2023 – this will be held at 

Hope Parish Church at 1pm followed by light refreshments at the Church Hall.  The 

Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson would attend this.                                                                                                                                                                      

b) Holywell Town Council – Save the Date – Mayor Lynda Carter Civic Service on Sunday 

10th September 2023 at 1.30pm.  The Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson and the Vice-

Chairman, Councillor J. Caruana were unable to attend this.  Councillor R. Hughes would 

attend on behalf of this Council.                                                                                                                                                    

c) Caerwys Town Council Chairman Civic Service 5th November 2023 – this will be held at 

St. Michael’s Church, Caerwys at 3pm followed by refreshments at the Town Hall.  The 

Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson was unavailable to attend this.  Councillor J. 

Caruana, Vice-Chairman would attend on this Council’s behalf.                                     

                                          

49. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – June 2023 £762.10 £0.00 £762.10 

Miss M Reynolds New Defib pads £110.00 £22.00 £132.00 

Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – June 2023 £946.00 £189.20 £1,135.20 

Hafren Dyfrdwy Water rates – Cemetery £35.87 £0.00 £35.87 
HMRC Owed from Q3 2022/2023 £62.10 £0.00 £62.10 
HMRC Owed from Q4 2022/2023 £11.52 £0.00 £11.52 
HMRC Q1 2023/2024 £525.45 £0.00 £525.45 
Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting maintenance Jan. to 
Mar. 2023 

£274.98 £55.00 £329.98 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting maintenance Apr. to 
June 2023 

£274.98 £55.00 £329.98 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting maintenance – 
installation of 2 LED lanterns at 
Stryt Cae Rhedyn and County Road, 
Leeswood 

£395.00 £79.00 £474.00 

Scottish Power Street lighting energy £1,267.63 £63.38 £1,331.01 
JDH Business 
Services 

Internal Audit 2022/2023 £250.00 £50.00 £300.00 

 Totals: - £4,915.63 £513.58 £5,429.21 
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50. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                      

As at 29th May 2023 - deposit account - £63,029.29 and current account - £51,905.88. 

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm. 


