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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 5th MARCH 2024. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor L.C. Richardson, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Atkinson, A. Bond, J. Caruana, D. Foster, J.E. Saul, G. Sherwood and R. 

Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council.  

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors R. Hughes, T. Hughes, S. Owen and M. Thomas.  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

145. RESIGNATION – COUNCILLOR S. PRITCHARD                                                                                          

The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence from Councillor S. Pritchard 

advising that she wished to resign from the Community Council.  Councillors expressed 

their regret at this information, agreeing that she had been a valuable member of this 

Council.  Councillor R. Thomas proposed and Councillor J. Caruana seconded that a letter 

of thanks be sent to Councillor S. Pritchard for her service on this Council.  All Councillors 

were in agreement.   

146. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                             

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 6th February 2024 had been 

circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by 

Councillor J. Caruana that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings.  All 

Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                                                  

147. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                 

Councillors requested that the Clerk e-mail the PCSOs with the dates of the Council 

meetings for this calendar year.  At the same time an invitation was to be issued to attend 

any of the meetings when the PCSOs were available.  Due to the change in PCSOs, 

Councillors also wished to know how the Community was now covered.       

148. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

a) Cemetery Extension                                                                                                                           

Members had been circulated with a copy of the fee proposal for Landscape Design & 

Administrative/Post Contract Services from Harrison Design Development Ltd.  It was 

proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and seconded by Councillor G. Sherwood that this 

Council accept the fee proposal from Harrison Design Development Ltd.  All Councillors 

were in agreement.   
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 The Clerk advised that the application for the £60,000 loan would be submitted to the 

Public Works Body on 6th March 2024.  A request for the funds to be sent to this Council’s 

bank account by 29th March 2024.  Councillors expressed their satisfaction at this 

arrangement.   

 Councillor J. Atkinson remarked that this Council should be very pleased that we have been 

able to achieve this goal of extending the Cemetery after the work that has been needed.  

Councillors agreed that it was very satisfying that we are now at a point when work can 

start.   

149. LEESWOOD ALLOTMENTS                                                                                 

Members had been circulated with a copy of correspondence from Mr Bryn Williams, 

landowner of Leeswood Allotments advising that the annual rent is to increase from £500 

to £1,000 and that remedial work is necessary to the fencing.  Also circulated was a copy of 

the lease between this Council and Mr Williams which outlines the obligations of the 

Community Council.   

 The Clerk advised that she had received a copy of this Community Council’s allotment 

tenancy agreement with Councillor J. Caruana this evening.  She had been unaware that 

agreements were between this Community Council and the allotment holders as there was 

no file and she had not been the Clerk to the Council at the time.  It is her understanding 

that tenancy agreements with allotment holders should be renewed every year.  Councillor 

J. Caruana advised that he would provide the Clerk with a list of names and addresses of the 

current allotment holders.  In regard to insurance, the Clerk stated that the Community 

Council should be insured for the allotments and not the Leeswood Allotments Association.  

All Councillors agreed that the Clerk should contact the insurers for this Council to put this 

in place.  The role of the Leeswood Allotments Association was to be that of a collector of 

the allotment rents for the Community Council and ensuring that the site was kept clean 

and tidy. 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should approach 

Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting and Greenacre Landscaping for quotations for the 

necessary repairs to fencing.  Councillor J. Caruana would meet both contractors on site to 

show them what was required.     

150. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                            

a) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – Councillor J.E. Saul advised that he still had not 

received a response to his follow up e-mail to Mr Anthony Stanford, Transport Manager, 

Streetscene & Transportation, Flintshire County Council.  Councillors expressed their 

dissatisfaction at the time it was taking for Mr Stanford to respond to Councillor Saul’s e-

mail.      

b) Community potholes and streetlights – the Clerk reported that Councillor T. Hughes 

was in contact with Mr Ian Williams of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council.  Mr 

Williams had assured Councillor T. Hughes that the repair of the potholes from the 

Whitegates bridge to the junction of the old Mold Road would be progressed the following 

day, 6th March 2024.  Councillor J. Atkinson informed that the avenue Ffordd Siarl, 

Leeswood was also in need of pothole repairs, it was in a particularly bad state.  This would 
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be reported to Flintshire County Council as well as the pothole at the bottom of Bryn Clyd, 

Leeswood.   

c) Phoenix Park, Leeswood – the Clerk advised that during the recent wintry weather 

followed by a quick thaw had resulted in a significant amount of water accumulating in the 

area of the old pond on Phoenix Park, Leeswood.  This issue had been reported to Mr Ian 

Williams of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council.     
 

151. HANSON HEIDELBERG CEMENT 

Councillor J. Caruana advised that he had raised the big issues with noise coming from the 

Hanson Heidelberg Plant in Padeswood that had stretched into the evening at the Liaison 

Committee meeting held on 4th March 2024.  He had also made Hanson Heidelberg Cement 

aware that an engineer who had visited the residence of Councillor A. Bond had told her 

that the noise was not coming from the Plant but elsewhere.  Councillor A. Bond stated that 

they had reported the noise to National Resources Wales.  Councillor J. Caruana confirmed 

that a representative of National Resources Wales had been present at the Liaison 

Committee meeting.  A report would be circulated in advance of the next Council meeting.

  

152. MILLENNIUM CLOCK, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD                                                                                          

Observation was made that the light on the Millennium Clock face was at intermittently off 

and on.  All Councillors agreed that Councillor J.E. Saul should contact Mega Electrical Ltd 

and request that they investigate the issue.    

153. NOTICEBOARDS, LEESWOOD                                                                                                            

Councillors that they would take a look at the area of Bell’s Corner, Leeswood for a suitable 

place to site the new noticeboard and the decision on this should be deferred to the next 

monthly meeting.                                                                            

154. BCUHB – HEALTH CONVERSATIONS 2024 – PUBLIC MEETINGS ALERT                                               

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Councillor Mike 

Parry, Chair Stakeholders Reference Group, One Voice Wales Representative SRG, 

Associate Board Director BCUHB, who advises that the BCUHB are conducting a series of 

public consultation meetings the length and breadth of North Wales over the next year or 

so.  Communities are urged to attend the meetings where they will be given an opportunity 

to engage with senior members of management and Board members.  He would be obliged if 

this Council could make people aware of these meetings.  Further venues are to be arranged 

in due course and will be notified on the BCUHB Website - Search for - "Local Health 

Conversations 2024".  The next meeting is to be held on Monday 11th March 2024 at Coed 

Mawr Community Centre, Bangor, 1pm to 5pm. 

155. AMBITION NORTH WALES – FLINTSHIRE’S LOCAL AREA ENERGY PLANNING 

WORKSHOP                                                                                                                                              

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Danial Evans, 

Energy Project Officer, Ambition North Wales advising that Flintshire County Council, 

supported by Arup, The Carbon Trust and Afallen, is now finalising its Local Area Energy 

Planning (LAEP).  The Local Area Energy Plan will provide a route map for Flintshire to 

transition to a decarbonised energy system.  An invitation is extended to a workshop on 
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13th March 2024 2pm to 4.30pm, to review the draft LAEP for Flintshire County Council.  

It will build on the actions and responsibilities discussed at the workshop of 29th November 

2023 that stakeholders contributed to. The workshop will be an opportunity for 

stakeholders to review the key outputs of the LAEP and provide feedback before wider 

publication. Briefing material will be sent in preparation for the workshop closer to the 

workshop date.  Contributions at the workshop will be an important step in the finalisation 

of the Flintshire County Council LAEP, and an important opportunity to provide any final 

guidance to the project.  

156. FREE PORTRAIT OF HIS MAJESTY THE KING FOR COMMUNITY, TOWN 

AND CITY COUNCILS IN WALES                                                                                                                                                                

To celebrate the new reign of His Majesty, The King, the Cabinet Office has announced a 

Government funded voluntary scheme throughout the United Kingdom to allow public 

authorities to apply for a free, framed portrait.  This is now open for applications from 

Community, Town and City Councils.  The Clerk advised that she has ordered a free, 

framed portrait of His Majesty, The King. 

157. JOINT EVENT ONE VOICE WALES AND PLANNING AID WALES – 7TH MARCH 

2024, 10.00AM TO 2.30PM (REMOTE)                                                                                                                                          

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence issued jointly by James 

Davies, Chief Executive, Planning Aid Wales and Lyn Cadwallader, Chief Executive, One 

Voice Wales.  They advise that they are delighted to announce that One Voice and Planning 

Aid Wales have once again teamed up to provide Councils with a joint event that will enable 

councillors and Clerks to be at the forefront of current thinking in relation to the challenges 

faced by our communities and towns in addressing sustainability and achieving success as 

we focus our efforts on the best outcomes for people in Wales.  Keynote speakers from 

Welsh Government are working on a shared vision about the way Wales can deliver 

changes needed for net zero.  They will also be providing information on the Just 

Transition movement which is not only about addressing climate change but also about 

building a more inclusive and prosperous future for all communities.  Speakers from One 

Voice Wales and Friends of the Earth Cymru who will be looking at Biodiversity issues and 

Climate Change toolkits.  Planning Aid Wales will provide information about the new 

regime of Strategic Development Plans that will impact communities in terms of future 

sustainable development.  There will also be the opportunity to focus on a few case-studies 

where we can learn from those working in local communities with an interest in renewable 

energy, allotments and growing and Place Plan projects.  All of these communities are 

dealing with their own climate change challenges and we can learn from their innovative 

approaches.  This will be an interesting event for all with an interest in Planning, Climate 

Change and Biodiversity.  There will be an opportunity for open discussion between all 

delegates and speakers.  Overall, the event promises to be a highly informative and positive 

experience for community leaders in Wales enabling them to reflect on their own personal 

experience of life in their towns and communities and to assess with their councils after the 

event how action at the local level can be so important in helping their own community 

develop fresh opportunities designed to create a better future for all.  The cost for this is 

£50 per delegate. 
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158. D-DAY 80 FLAG OF PEACE – TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS                                                                     

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Bruno Peek CVO 

OBE OPR, Pageantmaster, D-Day 80, 6th June 2024.  He advised that they have been asked 

by many local Councils if a souvenir Flag is being produced for the occasion, providing 

them with another simple, meaningful and extremely cost effective way for them to take 

part, so we have listened, and have developed the D-Day 80 Flag of Peace for them to 

consider purchasing and flying from 9am on 6th June, leaving it up for one week should 

they wish to.  The Flags come in various sizes with the largest being 5' x 3' at a cost of 

£28.80 including VAT, post and packaging, with the smallest being a 3' x 2’ at a cost of 

£22.80 including VAT, post and packaging. 

The Flags can be purchased direct from Tracy Turner at Newton Newton Flags Limited - 

email: tracy@newtonnewtonflags.com, the official suppliers of Flags for D-Day 80 - 6th 

June 2024, who will be delighted to assist in providing them with costs and the individual 

sizes.  This will provide Town and Community Councils with the opportunity of taking part 

in these Commemorations with a D-Day 80 Flag of Peace, as well as encouraging others 

within their communities such as Churches and Schools etc, to participate with one. 
 

It was agreed by all Councillors that two flags 5’ x 3’ be purchased for Leeswood and 

Pontblyddyn.   

 

159. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – February 2024 £809.63 £0.00 £809.63 

Miss M Reynolds Zoom Subscription 2024 £129.90 £25.98 £155.88 

Aled Davies Agricultural Cemetery maintenance – January 
2024 

£338.00 £67.60 £405.60 

Mega Electrical Ltd Festive Lights installation £2,760.00 £552.00 £3,312.00 
Mr. B. Williams Allotment rent 2023/2024 £500.00 £0.00 £500.00 
Arthur J Gallagher Insurance – Skate Park 2024/2025 £1,014.94 £0.00 £1,014.94 
 Totals: - £5,552.47 £645.58 £6,198.05 
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160. GRANTS/DONATIONS 2023/2024 

Leeswood Playgroup   £1,500.00 

Community Centre   £3,000.00 

Christ Church   £1,000.00 

Methodist Church   £200.00 

Bethania Chapel   £200.00 

1st Leeswood Brownies   £150.00 

1st Leeswood Rainbows    £150.00 

1st Leeswood Guides   £150.00 

Leeswood Bowling Club   £150.00 

Leeswood & District Angling Club   £150.00 

Leeswood Invitation Homing Soc.   £150.00 

Leeswood Carnival Committee   £150.00 

Leeswood Branch RBL   £100.00 

Pontblyddyn Cricket Club (two years owed)   £300.00 

Air Ambulance Wales   £200.00 

Citizens Advice Bureau   £100.00 

 

161. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                      

As at 29th January 2024 - deposit account - £114,947.11 and current account - £16,695.38.

  

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm. 


