THE REPORTS AND RESOLUTIONS
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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE
LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 6t FEBRUARY 2024.

PRESENT

Councillor L.C. Richardson, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors J. Caruana, D. Foster, S. Owen, J.E. Saul, G. Sherwood, M. Thomas and R.
Thomas.

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds — Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, A. Bond, R. Hughes, T. Hughes and S.
Pritchard.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST — MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 9t January 2024 had been circulated
to all members. It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor J.
Caruana that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings. All Councillors in
agreement.

POLICE LIAISON

Reference was made to a number of incidents that had occurred recently in the Community:

- arson attack in Pontblyddyn, car windows smashed on Pontybodkin Hill and this evening
a wing mirror had been ripped off someone’s vehicle at Parc Derwen, Leeswood.
Councillors agreed that the Clerk should contact the PCSO to request further patrols in the
Community and that they attend a meeting of this Council when available.

CEMETERY
a) Cemetery Extension

The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison
Design Development Ltd and told her that the finance to carry out the works on the
Cemetery extension was now in place so the preferred contractor could schedule the work.
It is likely that the work will commence sometime in March/April 2024 when the weather
will hopefully have improved.

b) Cemetery Hedging
The Clerk informed that she had recently visited the Pontblyddyn Cemetery and the
hedging planted in between the existing section and the new extension seemed to have

finally taken and was beginning to flourish. She further pointed out that unfortunately this
hedging is likely to have to be removed to accommodate the roadway that had been planned
to be laid between the two sections. It was proposed by Councillor R. Thomas and
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seconded by Councillor G. Sherwood that the Clerk check with Ms Claire Halestrap of
Harrison Design Development if this hedging needed to be removed and if so instruct Mr
Aled Davies and his team to remove it.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
a) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village —~Councillor J.E. Saul advised that he had not
received a response to his follow up e-mail to Mr Anthony Stanford, Transport Manager,

Streetscene & Transportation, Flintshire County Council. Councillors expressed their
disappointment at the time it was taking for Mr Stanford to respond to Councillor Saul’s e-
mail.

b) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood — the Clerk stated that there had
been no progress relating to the ongoing issues with the parking outside the Motorbike

Café in Pontblyddyn.

¢) Community potholes and streetlights — the Clerk was requested to keep a check on

potholes and streetlights in the Community. Councillor S. Owen informed that he had
recently reported the pothole on the Whitegates bridge, and that Flintshire County Council
had been quick to action remedial work. Councillors were pleased to hear this. Councillor
D. Foster pointed out that when the Flintshire County Council Streetscene representative
had attended a meeting of this Council in the past, it had been indicated that potholes had
been repaired in a ‘bung it in quick’ manner which soon washes out. They eventually do a
proper repair which cuts out the area of the pothole and refills. Councillors agreed that the
make do and mend way of dealing with potholes was inadequate.

MILLENNIUM CLOCK, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD
Observation was made that the light on the Millennium Clock face was at present on. All

Councillors agreed that the Clerk should monitor the light for the time being.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Thomas and seconded by Councillor G. Sherwood that
Councillor J. Caruana should meet up with the Smith of Derby engineer next time they
come to service the Millennium Clock. This was agreed by all Councillors.

NEW BANK MANDATE
This item is to be removed from the Agenda for the time being.

NOTICEBOARDS, LEESWOOD

Councillor G. Sherwood reported that he had obtained a quote for a new noticeboard from
Greenbarnes Ltd.

8 x A4 oak noticeboard, unglazed with self-healing pinboard and engraved lettering ‘Coed-

Llai Leeswood’
MMT (recycled plastic) post kit (2 posts) 2500mm x 88 x 88 for oak noticeboards
£1,171.50 + £234.30 VAT = £1,405.80

Councillors queried the exact location for the siting of this noticeboard on Bell’s Corner,
Leeswood. It was agreed that Councillors would take a look at the area for a suitable place
and the decision on this should be deferred to the next monthly meeting.
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HANSON HEIDELBERG CEMENT

Councillor J. Caruana advised that there had been big issues with noise coming from the

Hanson Heidelberg Plant in Padeswood that had stretched into the evening. He had visited
residents in the immediate locality and also Hanson Heidelberg Cement to discuss the
problem.

SLCC/NALC/OVW — CIVILITY AND RESPECT PLEDGE

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Tracey Cunnew,
PA to the Chief Officer Governance and the Cabinet Member for Governance and
Corporate Services, Flintshire County Council. This relates to an item raised at the joint

meeting of the Standards Committee and Town and Community Councils held on 6th
November 2023.

Over 1,000 local (parish and town) councils have signed up for the Civility and Respect
Pledge. SLCC and the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) are urging councils
yet to sign the Pledge to do so. The sector must continue to stand up against bullying and
harassment. The more councils that sign the Pledge, the more significant impact it will
have in lobbying the government to re-visit its response to the Committee on Standards in
Public Life report on local government ethical standards. This Pledge allows local councils
to demonstrate a commitment to stand up to poor behaviour across the sector and enforce
positive changes that support civil and respectful conduct. By signing the Pledge, local
councils agree that it will treat councillors, clerks, employees, members of the public, and
representatives of partner organisations and volunteers with civility and respect in their
roles and that it:

e Puts in place a training programme for councillors and staff.
e Signs up to the code of conduct for councillors.

e Has good governance arrangements in place, including staft contracts and dignity at
work policies.

e Secks professional help at the early stages should civility and respect issues arise.
e Committed to calling out bullying and harassment if and when it happens.

e Continue to learn from best practices in the sector and aspire to be a role
model/champion council.

e Supports the lobbying for change in legislation to support the Civility and Respect
Pledge.

SLCC, the National Association of Local Councils (NALC), One Voice Wales (OVW) and
county associations developed the Civility and Respect Pledge to address growing concerns
about bullying, harassment, and intimidation within the sector.

Councillor S. Owen stated that he was reticent to sign anything that is named as a pledge.
He went on to say that all Members of this Community Council are civil and respecttul.
Councillor R. Thomas concurred with these remarks and felt that Councillors should not
need to be told how to behave.
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It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor D. Foster that the
Pledge should be signed. The proposal carried by five votes to two.

‘D-DAY 80’ (JUNE 6™ 2024) NEW YEAR UPDATE

Members had been circulated with an update from Bruno Peek CVO OBE OPR,
Pageantmaster, D-Day 80, 6™ June 2024. The plans for D-Day 80 — 6t June 2024 are
proceeding at an extremely great pace involving all areas of our local Communities. For the

many areas in our Communities that do not have the facilities to light beacons a Lamp Light
of Peace has been developed. This enables all to be part of this important Commemoration
in a simple and cost-effective way by lighting the lamp at 9.15pm coinciding with the
Beacons being lit on the evening of 6t June 2024. The lamp can also be lit every year on
Remembrance Sunday. A Lamp Light of Peace lantern has already been purchased by this
Community Council.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL FACEBOOK

Members will find enclosed a copy of e-mail correspondence from Joanne Pierce, Executive

Manager, Chief Executives Suite, Flintshire County Council, which advises that the
Flintshire County Council Facebook account is now live. Ms Pierce goes on to say that
Facebook will be a great tool for them to communicate with residents more effectively and
efficiently and Councillors are invited to share the account and give it a ‘like” and follow it
themselves.

ONE VOICE WALES — FREE PLACES USE OF IT, WEBSITES AND SOCIAL
MEDIA TRAINING

Members will find enclosed a copy of e-mail correspondence from Wendi Patience, One

Voice Wales, advising that funding has been made available by the Welsh Government to
enable them to deliver free training webinars on the subject of I'T, Websites and Social
Media. This is a one-oft opportunity for Councillors and the Clerk to book places and have
greater knowledge of reaching out to their Communities through electronic communication.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Payee

Detail

Net

VAT

Total

Miss M Reynolds

Salary — December 2023

£809.63

4£0.00

£809.63

Flintshire County
Council

Street lighting maintenance October

to December 2023

£274.98

£55.00

£329.98

Leeswood
Community Centre

Hire of room 2023/2024

£350.00

4£0.00

£350.00

Leeswood
Community Centre

Grant 2023/2024

£3,000.00

4£0.00

£3,000.00

Totals: -

£4,434.64

£55.00

£4,489.61

144. BANK BALANCES

As at 29t November 2023 - deposit account - £91,174.10 and current account -

£25,047.25.

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm.
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