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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE
LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 6t JUNE 2023.

PRESENT

Councillor L.C. Richardson, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors J. Caruana, R. Hughes, T. Hughes, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, J.E. Saul, G.
Sherwood, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds — Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillor J. Atkinson and D. Foster.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST — MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

The minutes of the annual meeting held on Tuesday 2" May 2023 had been circulated to all
members. [t was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and seconded by Councillor S.
Pritchard that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings. All Councillors in
agreement.

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 27 May 2023 had been circulated to
all members. It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor R.
Hughes that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings. All Councillors in
agreement.

ANY MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (NOT INCLUDED ON THE
AGENDA)

Cemetery Committee — the Clerk explained that she had spoken with Councillors J.

Atkinson and R. Hughes about the Cemetery Committee. Councillor R. Hughes had
indicated that he would re-join the Cemetery Committee and act as Chair of the Committee
due to the pressures of work for Councillor J. Atkinson. Councillor J. Atkinson would act as
stand in for Councillor R. Hughes if he was unavailable. It was proposed by Councillor M.
Thomas and seconded by Councillor S. Pritchard that Councillor R. Hughes be added to the
Cemetery Committee as Chair. All Councillors were in agreement.

RESIGNATION — COUNCILLOR RICHARD WILLIAMS
It was reported by the Clerk that there had been no applicants for the vacancy left following

the resignation of Councillor R. Williams. The extension for the deadline is now 30th June
2023.

CEMETERY
a) Work on Cemetery Extension

Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison Design Development had sent an e-mail with a link to the
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tender documents for work on the Cemetery extension. All Councillors had been circulated
with the documents prior to this meeting. The proposes works have been trimmed but Ms
Halestrap believed that the prices may still come in over the budget of £50,000. If the
works are put out to tender, then there will be prices to work with and this Council will be
able to see what can be undertaken at this time. Ms Halestrap had suggested a list of
contractors to send tenders out to. Following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor
R. Thomas and seconded by Councillor R. Hughes that this Council moves to the next step
and the tender documents be sent to the contractors as listed by Ms Halestrap. All
Councillors were in agreement.

b) Drainage Survey — the Clerk reported that Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison Design

Development stated that it was necessary to undertake a drainage survey at the
Pontblyddyn Cemetery. Ms Halestrap had obtained two quoted for the work as follows: -

1) Ymgynghoriaeth Gwynedd Consultancy (YGC) — for CCTV van and crew - £750 + VAT
ii) Survey Operations — for drainage survey and confined space man entry kit - £870 +
VAT

It was recommended by Ms Halestrap that this Council accepts the quote from Survey
Operations as although they are more expensive, the quote included confined working. The
Clerk explained that she would appoint the company chosen by Council as Harrison Design
Development would put a mark-up if they did. Councillor G. Sherwood proposed and
Councillor J. Caruana seconded that on the recommendation of Ms Halestrap this Council
appoints Survey Operations to undertake the drainage survey. All Councillors were in
agreement.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
a) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village — Councillor J.E. Saul had forwarded
correspondence to the Head of Highways at Flintshire County Council noting the

comments below. The Clerk has also sent this on to Mr Lee Shone at Flintshire County
Council and requested that he responds directly to Councillor J.E. Saul.

Traffic Problems — Pontblyddyn

Pontblyddyn has suffered from a dangerous junction and speeding for many years and
despite pleas from the Community Council, very little been done to effectively improve the
situation.

Bridge Inn Junction

This is a busy junction which is difficult to negotiate and has a relatively high accident rate.
Compared with other junctions on the A541 it has been totally neglected. The Hollybush
Junction in Cetn-y-Bedd has recently been improved, despite having an inferior accident
rate.

Speeding through the village

The simple solution would be to install average speed cameras. These have been installed on
the A5104. There have been four fatal accidents through the village involving five casualties
in the last 10 years. It’s hard to understand how the installation of a camera in one direction
outside the village will improve this appalling record.
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Hollybush Junction Cefn-y-Bedd Accident Record

Date Severity No of Vehicles No of Casualties
Involved Involved
28/08/2011 Slight 2 1
26/04/2007 Slight 2 2
30/09/2007 Serious 2 2
27/07/2018 Serious 2 1
17/11/2010 Slight 2 2
13/10/2016 Slight 2 1
09/05/2013 Slight 3 1
SUMMARY FOR LAST 15 YEARS

5 Slight involving 7 casualties and 11 vehicles
2 Serious involving 3 casualties and 4 vehicles
Probable unrecorded 50+

Bridge Inn Junction Pontblyddyn Accident Record

Date Severity No of Vehicles No of Casualties
Involved Involved
09/10/2008 Serious 2 1
02/03/2010 Slight 1 1
28/07/2007 Slight 2 1
16/04/2020 Slight 2 1
09/09/2021 Slight 2 1
05/11/2016 Slight 3 1
22/02/2021 Slight 2 2
03/05/2009 Slight 2 2
18/08/2019 Slight 2 1
18/01/2015 Slight 2 1
01/06/2010 Slight 1 1
03/08/2011 Slight 2 2
24/02/2009 Serious 2 2
10/11/2013 Slight 2 1
11/04/2013 Slight 2 1
15/06/2018 Slight 3 1

SUMMARY FOR LAST 15 YEARS
14 Slight involving 17 casualties and 28 vehicles

2 Serious involving 3 casualties and 4 vehicles
Probable unrecorded 150+

All Councillors expressed their appreciation to Councillor J.E. Saul for the work that he has
undertaken in collating this information and forwarding it to Flintshire County Council. It
was confirmed that there had not yet been a response from Flintshire County Council.
Councillor R. Thomas stated that this Council had been looking into this issue for a
significant time and the response from Flintshire County Council was unacceptable. It was
proposed by Councillor R. Thomas and seconded by Councillor S. Owen that the
information provided by Councillor J.E. Saul be forwarded to the Chief Executive and Head
of Streetscene at Flintshire County Council. All Councillors were in agreement.
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MODEL STANDING ORDERS 2023 (WALES)
Members had been circulated with a copy of the Model Standing Orders 2023 (Wales).
These Standing Orders can be adopted/amended locally at any Council meeting. It was

proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor R. Hughes that the Clerk
make the relevant amendments applicable to this Council and that the Model Standing
Orders 2023 (Wales) be adopted. All Councillors were in agreement.

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 2023
Members had been circulated with an updated version of this Community Council’s

Financial Regulations for consideration of adoption. The Clerk confirmed that these were
not new Financial Regulations issued by One Voice Wales as none had been received from
them. They were the previous Financial Regulations that had been amended in line with
the new Model Standing Orders (Wales) 2023. It was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana
and seconded by Councillor S. Pritchard that these Financial Regulations 2023 be adopted
by this Council. All Councillors in agreement.

DRAFT COPY OF THE CLERK’S CONTRACT
Members had been circulated with a draft copy of the Clerk’s Contract for their perusal.

The Contract was satisfactory, and it was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and
seconded by Councillor R. Hughes that the Chairman (on behalf of this Council) and Clerk
should sign the Contract. All Councillors were in agreement.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL — VISITS TO TOWN AND COMMUNITY
COUNCILS BY INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
Members had been circulated with a copy of correspondence from Gareth Owens, Chief

Governance Officer, Flintshire County Council detailing the findings from four further
visits undertaken in January and March 2023. This correspondence was noted.

ONE VOICE WALES — REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Wendi Patience,

One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions available for end of May through to
June 2023.

CORONATION WEEKEND - BIG LUNCH SUNDAY 7™ MAY 2023
The Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson reported that this had been a successful event.

It was noted by Councillors that there had been some complaints by residents who had not
received invitations. Councillor G. Sherwood pointed out that invitations had been issued
by this Council in the same way as the Jubilee Big Lunch held last year. All Councillors
agreed that should there be another event such as this planned, there should be a review on
how the invitations are issued.

COUNCILLOR R HUGHES - COUNTY COUNCIL ITEMS
a) Streetscene work in Leeswood and Pontblyddyn — Councillor R. Hughes reported that

Streetscene work was required in Leeswood and Pontblyddyn. Unfortunately, he had not
been able to contact Mr Ian Williams of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council. It was
agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should send an email to Mr Williams and request
that he attends the next monthly meeting of this Council.
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b) Wildflower sites in Leeswood — Sarah Slater, Biodiversity Officer, Flintshire County

Council had sent an email this afternoon stating that following on from her conversation
with Councillor R. Hughes earlier today she had been out on site and walked around all the
Leeswood wildflower areas. As this Council are aware there are a number of issues:

1) the seed used was a mix of perennial/annual wildflowers and some grasses. From quick
site surveys this afternoon it was seen that most of the sites have been dominated by grasses
and some rye grass which would not have been in the seed. There are a number of
wildflowers coming through on the sites — some more than others but because they are yet
to flower, they do not provide any obvious colour or interest to the sites.

ii) the majority of the sites do not have cut borders so do not look intentional

1ii) some sites which are not seeded have not been cut.

There may be a number of reasons the grasses have dominated the sites — the weather, the
ground conditions, existing rye grass seed over dominating. Ms Slater had spoken with
Streetscene to request a mown border around all the sites to ensure the sites look
intentional. They would also be keen to give some of the sites — particularly those which
have a higher diversity of wildflowers growing a little extra time, it is likely that with some
rain forecast and a little extra time some of the wildflowers will flower. For sites which are
particularly dominated by grass and where there are additional conflicts raised connected to
particular sites such as preventing children playing then these can be considered for
mowing. As a point of clarification only sites identified collaboratively with the community
council were seeded. Ms Slater then went on to say that she and Mark Edwards would be
happy to meet on site next week to work out the best action for each site and Mark Edwards
can also be available to come to the next community council meeting to follow it up.
Councillor R. Hughes pointed out that the large area of green at the bottom of Ffordd
Masarn would be an area for mowing as the children could then play on this. The smaller
green at the corner of Ffordd Masarn/Ffordd Derw would be left as a wildflower site as this
area is dangerous for children to play on. All Councillors accepted the offer of Mark
Edwards to attend the next meeting of this Council.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
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Payee Detail Net VAT Total
Miss M Reynolds Salary — May 2023 £795.55 £0.00 £795.55
Miss M Reynolds Purchase of 50 Remembrance £185.82 £37.16 £222.98
Tommy Lamp Post signs from
Royal British Legion Industries
Miss M Reynolds Purchase of envelopes £105.70 £21.14 £126.84
Miss M Reynolds Various items re Coronation Big £35.00 £0.00 £385.00
Lunch 7th May 2023
Aled Davies Cemetery maintenance — April 2023 £786.00 £157.20 £943.20
Agricultural
Aled Davies Cemetery maintenance — May 2023 £786.00 £157.20 £943.20
Agricultural
Mrs J Phillips Catering — Coronation Big Lunch 7th £940.00 £0.00 £940.00
May 2023
Viking Direct Stationery £81.27 £16.26 £97.53
Hatren Dyfrdwy Water rates - allotments £85.84 £0.00 £35.84
Harrison Design Fees re Cemetery extension £2,008.75 £401.75 £2,410.50
Development
Totals: - | £5,759.93 £790.91 £6,550.64

36. BANK BALANCES

As at 28t April 2023 - deposit account - £63,029.29 and current account - £57,708.32.

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm.
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