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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2023. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor L.C. Richardson, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors A. Bond, J. Caruana, D. Foster, R. Hughes, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, J.E. Saul, G. 

Sherwood, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council.  

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson and T. Hughes.  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

87. MR CARLTON JONES JP                                                                                                                   

The Chairman informed Councillors that Mr Carlton Jones JP had passed away on Saturday 

4th November 2023.  A minute’s silence was held in honour of Mr Jones who had been this 

Community Council’s longest serving Councillor.   

 It was agreed by all Councillors that consideration be given to erecting a plaque in his 

memory in the Committee Room of the Community Centre, Leeswood in due course. 

88. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                             

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 10th October 2023 had been 

circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by 

Councillor R. Thomas that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings.  All 

Councillors in agreement.                                                                                                                                                  

89. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                 

The Clerk reported that she had invited PCSO Richard Bryan 94451 and PCSO Victoria 

Davies 93463 to attend this evening’s meeting.  No response had been received regarding 

this invitation.  Councillor G. Sherwood advised that the PCSOs would be attending the 

Thursday Sunshine Café held at the Leeswood Community Centre in the next couple of 

weeks.     

90. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

a) Cemetery Extension                                                                                                                           

The Clerk informed that she had been asked for further information relating to the 

application to the Welsh Government for Borrowing Approval as agreed in the meeting of 

22nd August 2023.  This was now to be presented to the Minister of the Welsh Government 

who is responsible for this.                                                                                                                                           
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b) Lychgate, Pontblyddyn Churchyard                                                                                                                     

The Clerk advised that she had requested Mr Aled Davies and the team of Aled Davies 

Agricultural Contracting to clear the leaves away from the Lychgate at Pontblyddyn 

Churchyard in preparation for the Remembrance Sunday service to be held on Sunday 12th 

November 2023.  Further, the Clerk had undertaken a risk assessment at the Churchyard 

this morning and it had been noted that there was a carpet of moss on the path leading from 

the side door of Christ Church, Pontblyddyn to the Lychgate.  This had also been observed 

by Mr Aled Davies.  Following a discussion with a member of the Church and permission 

being granted by Reverend Janette Wilkes, Mr Aled Davies and his team would be 

removing this moss later this week.   

91. DRAFT PRECEPT 2024/2025                                                                                                                                     

Members had been circulated with a copy of the draft Precept for 2024/2025.  This has 

already been submitted to the Welsh Government as part of the necessary paperwork for 

the Borrowing Permission application.  There would be a small increase to the Council Tax 

for Leeswood and Pontblyddyn Community Council, but the exact amount of this increase 

was unknown as yet.   

92. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                            

a) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – Councillor J.E. Saul advised that he still had not 

received any response from Flintshire County Council regarding his e-mail sent to them on 

3rd May 2023.  The Clerk advised that she had still not received a reply to her e-mail sent to 

Ms Katie Wilby, Chief Officer of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council and copied in 

Councillor Dave Hughes, Flintshire County Council Cabinet Member for Streetscene.  

Councillor R. Hughes expressed his disappointment that there had been no response from 

either Ms Katie Wilby or Councillor Dave Hughes.  He stated that he would get in touch 

with both Ms Wilby and Councillor Dave Hughes to discuss this matter.                                                            

b) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes reported 

that there remained ongoing issues with the parking outside the Motorbike Café in 

Pontblyddyn.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the Flintshire County Council be 

advised of this.  
 

93. MILLENNIUM CLOCK, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD                                                                                          

It was noted that the Clock light is still intermittently off and on.  The Clerk is to contact 

Smith of Derby to find out what the issue is and how it could be resolved.  Councillor J. 

Caruana requested that a report of the annual Millennium Clock service be obtained from 

Smith of Derby.   

94. NEW BANK MANDATE                                                                                                              

The Clerk reported that all Councillors should be signatories on the bank mandate.  HSBC 

still had not changed the address for some Bank correspondence which was still being sent 

to the address of the previous Clerk.  This was in spite of numerous requests made by the 

Clerk that all correspondence should now be sent to her address, explaining that the 

previous Clerk had passed away in 2013.  Councillor A. Bond who works within the banking 

system advised that she would look into this on behalf of the Community Council.    
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95. MOBILE CCTV CAMERA IN THE AREA OF BUNGALOWS AT THE TOP OF 

BRYN CLYD, LEESWOOD                                                                                                                                      

The Clerk explained that Mike Angell of Flintshire County Council had contacted her and 

advised that the mobile CCTV camera was to be installed at the area of the Bungalows at 

the top of Bryn Clyd in Leeswood due to an ongoing issue with damage in the area.  

Councillor R. Hughes advised that putting a CCTV camera in the area would be of 

significant cost to this Community Council.  All Councillors were pleased that the Flintshire 

County Council would be installing their own CCTV camera even if on a temporary basis.     

96. NOTICEBOARDS, LEESWOOD                                                                                                            

The Clerk reported that she will be contacting Mr Aled Davies of Aled Davies Agricultural 

Contracting to see if his team are able to repair the damaged noticeboard in the dip on Parc 

Derwen, Leeswood.  Councillor G. Sherwood advised that he would look into the costing for 

a new noticeboard on Bell’s Corner, Leeswood. 

97. ONE VOICE WALES AND D-DAY 80 – THURSDAY 6TH JUNE 2024                                          

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from One Voice Wales 

and Bruno Peek CVO OBE OPR, Pageantmaster, D-Day 80, 6th June 2024.  Also circulated 

was a copy of the information relating to the lighting of beacons.  All Councillors agreed 

that there was not a suitable place of height within the Community where a beacon could be 

lit.   

98. OLDER PEOPLE’S COMMISSIONER FOR WALES – SURVEY                                                           

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Helena Herklots 

CBE, Older People’s Commissioner for Wales advising that older people’s access to GP 

services is a longstanding issue and recent research that has been undertaken has found that 

over 40% of older people were less likely to try to get a GP appointment or contact an out 

of hours GP service because of reported pressures on the NHS.  The shift to providing some 

services digitally, such as online booking and telephone-based services has been helpful for 

some but has created barriers for others, particularly those who are isolated with no-one 

nearby who could help them.  To learn more about the kinds of issues and challenges facing 

older people when accessing GP services, the Older People’s Commissioner is inviting older 

people to share their experiences and a simple survey has been produced to capture this 

information.  Also circulated was a copy of this survey.   
 

99. ONE VOICE WALES – REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS                                                                                            

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Wendi Patience, 

One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions available for middle of October 

through to December 2023.    

100. WELSH GOVERNMENT – REVIEW OF DEMOCRATIC HEALTH IN THE 

COMMUNITY AND TOWN COUNCIL SECTOR                                                                                                                                      

Members had been circulated with a copy of an e-mail from Lyn Cadwallader, Chief 

Executive of One Voice Wales detailing of a communication from the Welsh Government 

requesting that Councillors and the Clerk to submit their views on the democratic health in 

the Community and Town Council Sector to the Welsh Government by 27th November 

2023.  The web-link gives access to an online survey for Councillors and the Clerk to 
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complete or alternatively views can be submitted using the consultation form that can be 

sent to the email address provided in the web-link. 

101. COUNCILLOR R. HUGHES – COUNTY COUNCIL ITEMS                                                                                                 

a) Damaged fence on Phoenix Park, Leeswood – it was noted that a section of the fence in 

the area of the Dog Walking area on Phoenix Park, Leeswood has been damaged.  

Councillor R. Hughes advised that Flintshire County Council would be carrying out work 

to repair this.                                                                                                                                               

b) Overgrown hedge on Parc Derwen, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes reported that this 

has now been cut.                                                                                                                                         

c) Overgrown tree by Millennium Clock, Bell’s Corner, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes 

informed that a request had been put into Flintshire County Council for this to be cut back.   

102. CLERKS PAY INCREASE                                                                                                                                         

The Clerk advised that NALC have been informed by the Local Government Association 

that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services has reached agreement on 

rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2024.  These new pay rates have been 

agreed with SLCC and ALCC.  Employers are encouraged to implement this pay award as 

swiftly as possible, backdating it to 1st April 2023.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the 

Clerk’s pay rise be implemented as per the guidance.   
 

103. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY                                                       

a) 20mph speed limit Pontblyddyn – Councillor R. Thomas advised that he had been in 

Pontblyddyn recently door knocking and had asked five random householders how they felt 

about the reduction of the speed limit from 30mph to 20mph.  The response had been a 

positive one with residents now finding it easier to cross the road.                                                                       

b) Chairman’s Civic Service 2023 – Councillor R. Hughes apologised that he had been 

unable to attend the last monthly meeting of the Community Council due to being on 

holiday.  He expressed his disappointment at the lack of support from Community 

Councillors and the Community Organisations at the Chairman’s Civic Service stating that 

members of the Council and Community representatives had always taken part.  Councillor 

Hughes advised that the Civic Service had been first class but went on to say that he had 

told the Chairman on the day of the Civic Service that he felt she and the Community 

Council had been let down by both its own Members and the Community Organisations 

who had been unable to send a representative.  The Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson 

thanked Councillor R. Hughes for his comments and support saying that she remembered 

when it had been a privilege to serve on the Community Council.  It was hoped that a better 

turnout would be had at the Remembrance Sunday service to be held on this forthcoming 

Sunday.                                                                                                                                                                    

c) Cemetery Extension – Councillor R. Hughes had noted from the Minutes of the monthly 

meeting held on Tuesday 10th October 2023 that discussion was still taking place about the 

borrowing of monies to carry out the necessary work on the extension of the Cemetery.  He 

pointed out that the decision had been made and there should be no further discussion by 

Councillors even if they disagreed with the decision as a democratic vote had been taken at 

the time and agreement had been reached by a unanimous vote.  Councillor S. Pritchard 

supported these remarks of Councillor Hughes.                                                                                                  
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d) Gulleys and pavements, area of Cricket Club, Pontblyddyn – Councillor M. Thomas 

advised that these were in need of cleaning.  Councillor R. Hughes stated that this would be 

reported to Flintshire County Council.                                                                                                           

e) Age Friendly Communities Community Intergenerational Project with the children of 

Ysgol Derwenfa – a Community Intergenerational Project is to be held on Friday 24th 

November 2023 10.30am – 12 midday at the Leeswood Community Centre.  Residents are 

invited to bring along photos, letters or any other special objects that hold fond memories 

which will tell the children about the history of our village and surrounding areas.                              

f) Christmas lights switch on 2023 – it was agreed by all Councillors that the Christmas 

lights should be switched on 1st December 2023.                                                                                                                                           

g) Soldier signs for Remembrance season – Councillor R. Hughes stated that he thought the 

new soldier signs put up through the Community did not have the same effect as the 

poppies put up on previous occasions.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should 

look into the purchasing of new poppies for the lampposts for next year.  The soldier signs 

and poppies both to be used.  

104. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – October 2023 £762.10 £0.00 £762.10 

Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – October 2023 £786.00 £157.20 £943.20 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Playscheme 2023 £3,188.80 £0.00 £3,188.80 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Quarterly street lighting inspection – 
July to September 2023 

£274.98 £55.00 £329.98 

Colony of Ants Website support and hosting 
2023/2024 

£270.00 £0.00 £270.00 

 Totals: - £5,281.88 £212.20 £5,494.08 

105. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                      

As at 29th September 2023 - deposit account - £91,174.10 and current account - 

£33,894.57. 

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm. 


