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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 9th JANUARY 2024. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor L.C. Richardson, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Atkinson, A. Bond, J. Caruana, D. Foster, G. Sherwood, M. Thomas and R. 

Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council.  

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors R. Hughes, T. Hughes, S. Owen, S. Pritchard and J.E. 

Saul.    

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

118. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                             

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 5th December 2023 had been 

circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by 

Councillor D. Foster that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings.  All Councillors 

in agreement.                                                                                                                                                  

119. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                 

The Clerk advised that the PCSOs were aware of the dates and times of the Community 

Council meetings.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the PCSOs be asked if they still 

attend Community Council meetings and if so when would they be available.   

120. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

a) Cemetery Extension                                                                                                                           

The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison 

Design Development Ltd and told her that the finance to carry out the works on the 

Cemetery extension was now in place so the preferred contractor could schedule the work.  

It was confirmed that the other contractors who had submitted a quotation for the work had 

been informed that they were unsuccessful.  

b) Cemetery Hedging                                                                                                                        

The Clerk informed that Mr Aled Davies of Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting had been 

asked to pull up the current hedging which had been planted in place of the Church car park 

wall and replace it with a mix of blackthorn, hawthorn and holly.      

121. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                            

a) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – the Clerk stated that no response had been 



 
53 

received to Councillor J.E. Saul’s follow up e-mail to Mr Anthony Stanford, Transport 

Manager, Streetscene & Transportation, Flintshire County Council.  In the absence of   

Councillor R. Hughes, the Clerk advised that she was aware that he had tried to contact Mr 

Stanford but as yet had been unable to speak to him.  
 

b) Visibility issues junction of Constitution Hill, Leeswood – the Clerk advised that 

Councillor R. Hughes had reported the ongoing issues with the parking outside the 

Motorbike Café in Pontblyddyn.   
 

122. MILLENNIUM CLOCK, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD                                                                                          

All Councillors agreed that the Clerk should approach Mega Electrical Ltd and ask them if 

they could investigate the issue with the light on the Millennium Clock.  Councillor L.C. 

Richardson, Chairman, stated that the light was on intermittently at present.   

Query was raised as to what this Council pays Smith of Derby for.  The Clerk reported that 

it was the servicing of the Clock which was carried out on an annual basis.  Councillor G. 

Sherwood pointed out that this likely related to the mechanical workings of the Millennium 

Clock.  The Clerk informed that Smith of Derby had not carried out the original installation 

of the Millennium Clock but was of the understanding that Smith of Derby was the only 

company available to carry out servicing.     

123. NEW BANK MANDATE                                                                                                              

The Clerk advised that she would prepare a mandate form for Councillors’ signatures by the 

February 2024 monthly meeting. 

124. NOTICEBOARDS, LEESWOOD                                                                                                            

Councillor G. Sherwood reported that the Company the Community noticeboards had been 

purchased from was no longer trading.  He advised that he would investigate purchasing a 

similar noticeboard from an alternative source.  It was agreed by all Councillors that it was 

not necessary to put the name of the Community Council on the noticeboard and that 

Leeswood/Coedllai would be adequate.   

 The Clerk stated that the Community Council would need to give consideration to the 

purchase of a new Honours Board.  She advised that the current Honours Board would soon 

be full.  This had been presented by Councillor Selwyn Roberts to commemorate his year of 

Office as Mayor of Delyn and had been produced at Airbus.  Councillor A. Bond queried if it 

was possible to contact Airbus and ask if they would donate a new Honours Board.  The 

Clerk would make enquiries.   

125. HANSON HEIDELBERG CEMENT 

A report from the Liaison Committee meeting held at Hanson/Heidelberg Padeswood 

works on 04/12/2023 at 18:00hrs prepared by Councillor J. Caruana had been circulated to 

all Members.  The objective of this report was to communicate the contents of the Liaison 

Committee meeting to the local community. 
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Environmental Issues: 

Since 18th September 2023, Natural Resources Wales received four noise complaints and 

one dust complaint.  However, the results from the analysis indicate that that this was not 

coming from the plant. 
 

Since 18th September 2023, there have been no issues reported on the operator self-report. 
 

Carbon Capture: 

The Carbon Capture Project is progressing.  The ecology and noise assessments have been 

done, and work is currently on going on biodiversity plans.  A statutory consultation is 

planned for March 2024.  This will initially cause visual disturbance.   
 

Transport Issues: 

Hanson/Heidelberg freight trains will continue to operate at the present level, however, due 

to the restricted capacity of the line, freight trains have to shunt on part of the running line. 

Investment will be needed to overcome this issue, but a request for a ‘Levelling Up’ grant 

has been refused. Other options are being considered. 
 

Councillor L.C. Richardson, Chairman thanked Councillor J. Caruana for the report.  
 

Councillor J. Caruana reported that the kiln has now been stopped and was to be cooled 

down by 25th December 2023.  The refractory of the kiln is to be knocked down and the 

actual shut down was 2nd January 2024.  Cement can still be milled in order to meet sales 

demand.   
 

Councillor A. Bond advised that there was an ongoing issue with dust pollution from the 

Hanson Heidelberg Plant.  Councillor J. Caruana informed that there is a dust/air quality 

monitor on site.  This monitors the nearby area, although due to the height of the stack 

there was an argument that the monitor should cover a wider distance. 
 

Councillor A. Bond also referred to an issue with noise pollution.  She informed that Hanson 

Heidelberg Cement conducted their own assessments and blamed the noise on other factors 

but never the Plant.  Councillor J. Caruana pointed out that when a complaint is received 

National Resources Wales should be in attendance.      
 

126. PRECEPT 2024/2025                                                                                                                                          

Councillors had been presented with the budget figures for the 2024/2025 financial year.  A 

discussion of the anticipated costs took place and Council were in unanimous agreement 

that these were satisfactory.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by 

Councillor R. Thomas that a precept of £74,000 (Seventy four thousand pounds) be 

requested for the financial year 2024/2025.  All Councillors were in agreement. 

 Observation was made that the Community were unaware of the services that this Council 

supported.  It was agreed that the Clerk prepare a new annual report for the May 2024 

meeting.  This could then be circulated to all householders in the Community.   

127. ONE VOICE WALES – REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS                                                                                            

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Wendi Patience, 
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One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions available for January to March 

2024.    

128. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY                                                       

a) Gullies/grids, Pontblyddyn – Councillor J. Atkinson informed that Flintshire County 

Council works very hard when very wet weather is expected.  Gullies in Pontblyddyn were 

cleaned to prevent flooding.  Flood signs were permanently in place on the main road in 

Pontblyddyn in the area of the old Vicarage.  Something needs to be done in that part of 

Pontblyddyn to stop the flooding.  The Clerk advised that she would tell Councillor R. 

Hughes about this.                                                                                                                                             

b) Doctor’s Surgery, Queen Street, Leeswood – Councillor G. Sherwood reported that it is 

very muddy in this area.  Councillor J. Atkinson stated that the residents of the Community 

are very fortunate to have a good Surgery in Leeswood.                                                                            

c) Defibrillator, Baptist Chapel, Leeswood – the Clerk advised that the defibrillator located 

at the Baptist Chapel, Leeswood is in battery failure.  Batteries for this particular model cost 

approximately £360 and there is no guarantee that replacing a battery would extend the 

defibrillator’s life by many months.  The Clerk had taken advice from the NHS 

representative who has helped with the defibrillators previously and it was recommended 

that a replacement defibrillator the same as that located at Bryn Hyfryd, Leeswood be 

purchased.  This particular model was a ZOLL AED Plus Fully Automatic which costs 

£920 + VAT of £184, total £1.104.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and 

seconded by Councillor J. Atkinson that a new defibrillator be purchased.  All Councillors 

were in agreement.      

129. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – December 2023 £809.63 £0.00 £809.63 

Miss M Reynolds Defibrillator Pads £82.00 £16.40 £98.40 

Miss M Reynolds Defibrillator Pads £112.00 £22.40 £134.40 

Miss M Reynolds Lamp Light of Peace – 80th 
Anniversary of the D-Day Landings 

£55.00 £0.00 £55.00 

Miss M Reynolds SLCC Membership 2024 £195.00 £0.00 £195.00 
Society of Local 
Council Clerks 

Up-to-date publications – various £240.49 £2.20 £242.69 

Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – November 
2023 

£338.00 £67.60 £405.60 

Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – December 
2023 

£338.00 £67.60 £405.60 

Hafren Dyfrdwy Water rates – Cemetery £42.30 £0.00 £42.30 
Hafren Dyfrdwy Water rates – allotments £140.89 £0.00 £140.89 
HMRC PAYE/NICs Q3 2023/2024 £736.47 £0.00 £736.47 
Scottish Power Street lighting – electricity £1,351.48 £67.57 £1,419.05 
Flintshire County 
Council 

Play area match funding £6,000.00 £0.00 £6,000.00 

 Totals: - £10,441.26 £243.77 £10,685.03 
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130. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                                      

As at 29th November 2023 - deposit account - £91,174.10 and current account - 

£25,047.25.  

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm. 


