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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE
LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 10t OCTOBER 2023.

PRESENT

Councillor L.C. Richardson, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors J. Atkinson, J. Caruana, S. Owen, S. Pritchard, J.E. Saul, G. Sherwood and R.
Thomas.

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds — Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillors A. Bond, D. Foster, R. Hughes, T. Hughes and M.

Thomas.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST — MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 5" September 2023 had been
circulated to all members. It was proposed by Councillor J. Caruana and seconded by
Councillor R. Thomas that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings. All
Councillors in agreement.

POLICE LIAISON

The Clerk reported that PCSO Helen Holden is no longer working in the area of Leeswood
after she changed role in February 2023. PCSO Richard Bryan 94451 and PCSO Victoria
Davies 93463 cover the area of Leeswood. It was agreed by all Councillors that the PCSOs
should be invited to the next monthly meeting of this Council.

CEMETERY

The Clerk advised that she had submitted the application to the Welsh Government for
Borrowing Approval as agreed in the meeting of 227 August 2023. It was now a matter of
waiting for their response. All Councillors agreed that the Clerk should approach Ms
Hannah Blyddyn MS for assistance in contacting the relevant department for information
on this application.

Councillor S. Owen indicated that he was still against this Council borrowing money to
carry out the work needed at the Cemetery. He suggested that the residents of the
Community could be asked for a sum of money as a contribution to these costs. It was
pointed out by the Clerk that the residents are already contributing to the costs via the
Precept set out by this Council annually. Further, Councillor S. Owen stated that there
were other burial grounds in the district and that residents could use them and that would
resolve the necessity for the work to be done at all. The Clerk advised that if residents
found the need to use burial grounds outside of their own communities, they would need to

35



73.

74.

75.

76.

7.

pay double fees as that is standard practice. Councillor J.E. Saul also indicated that he felt it
was unnecessary to complete the planned work as the top part of the new section could be
used for burials for probably the next 20 years. Councillor S. Pritchard queried as to
whether this Council had a duty as custodians to prepare the new section for burial. She felt
that this was an opportunity to ensure that the burial ground was prepared for the years to
come and that it would always be available to the residents of this Community which was
most important.

Members had been circulated with a schedule of costs for Stage 3 of the Project from
Harrison Design Development. It was proposed by Councillor S. Pritchard and seconded
by Councillor R. Thomas that this quotation be accepted. All Councillors were in
agreement.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

a) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village — Councillor J.E. Saul advised that he still had not
received any response from Flintshire County Council regarding his e-mail sent to them on
8rd May 2023. The Clerk advised that she had sent an e-mail to Ms Katie Wilby, Chief
Officer of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council and had copied in Councillor Dave

Hughes, Flintshire County Council Cabinet Member for Streetscene. No reply to this had
yet been received.

MILLENNIUM CLOCK, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD
It was noted that the Clock light is intermittently oft and on. The Clerk is to contact Smith
of Derby to find out what the issue is and how it could be resolved.

NEW BANK MANDATE
All Councillors agreed that the new mandate should be presented at the next meeting for

Councillors to sign.

MOBILE CCTV CAMERA IN THE AREA OF BUNGALOWS AT THE TOP OF
BRYN CLYD, LEESWOOD

The Clerk explained that Mike Angell of Flintshire County Council had contacted her and
advised that a CCTV camera such as the mobile one that was used by the County Council

could not be provided. Mr Angell advised that this Council should contact other
Community Councils to see what they did with regard to CCTV cameras. Following a
telephone conversation with Shaun Jones, the acting Clerk of Buckley Town Council, the
Clerk reported that she had been informed that a lady by the name of Zena at Flintshire
County Council was responsible for a lot of the CCTV monitoring at a CCTV centre in
County Hall. It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should ask Councillor R.
Hughes to find out if they are able to monitor CCTV cameras in Leeswood.

JOINT MEETING - STANDARDS COMMITTEE AND TOWN AND
COMMUNITY COUNCILS

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Tracey Cunnew,
PA to the Chief Officer Governance and PA to the Cabinet Member for Governance and
Corporate Services, Flintshire County Council advising that this meeting will take place on
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Monday 6% November 2023 at 6pm via Zoom. The Clerk would attend on behalf of this
Council.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL — VISITS TO TOWN AND COMMUNITY
COUNCILS BY INDEPENDENT MEMBERS OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE
Members had been circulated with a copy of correspondence from Gareth Owens, Chief

Governance Officer, Flintshire County Council detailing the findings from four further
visits undertaken in March, April, May, and July 2023. This correspondence was accepted.

INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL FOR WALES — COMMUNITY AND
TOWN COUNCILS PUBLISHED ALLOWANCES ANNUAL RETURN 2022/2023
Members had been circulated with a copy of this Annual Return for 2022/2023 which the
Clerk has submitted to the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales. It is a statutory

requirement that this Annual Return is completed and submitted.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL — 20MPH PRESS RELEASE
Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Joanne Pierce,

Executive Manager, Flintshire County Council relating to the introduction of the Welsh
Government’s 20mph legislation which came into force on 17t September 2023. Also
circulated was an updated copy of the Frequently Asked Questions.

Councillors expressed their disappointment that the road through Pontblyddyn had been
reduced to a 20mph speed limit. The Clerk pointed out that Councillor R. Hughes and
herself had asked Mr Lee Shone, Transport Officer at Flintshire County Council that this
road remained at the then speed limit of 30mph. Councillor J. Atkinson advised that it was
more difficult now to pull out into the flow of traffic as the gaps were not there as they had
been previously. Councillor R. Thomas stated that it was benefitting the residents in the
area as they were pleased that there was less of a struggle to cross the road.

ONE VOICE WALES E-NEWSLETTER
For their information, Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence

from Emyr John, Communications Officer, One Voice Wales, informing of the release of the
first edition of the new look ‘One Voice Wales E-Newsletter’. A copy of the newsletter was
also circulated.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL — 20MPH EXEMPTIONS
Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Joanne Pierce,

Executive Manager, Flintshire County Council relating to the confirmation of 20mph
exceptions.

ONE VOICE WALES — REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS
Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Wendi Patience,

One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions available for end of September
through to October 2023.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS — FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY
a) Damaged fence on Phoenix Park, Leeswood — it was noted that a section of the fence in

the area of the Dog Walking area on Phoenix Park, Leeswood has been damaged. The

37



Clerk is to speak with Councillor R. Hughes about this.

b) MUGA Pitch, Phoenix Park, Leeswood refurbishment — the Chairman, Councillor L.C.
Richardson reported that she had seen the refurbishment made to the MUGA Pitch on
Phoenix Park, Leeswood. It made the area more attractive, and it was a job well done.

c¢) Chairman’s Civic Service 20238 — the Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson referred to
the Civic Service held at the Leeswood Methodist Church on Sunday 17t September 2023,
stating how disappointed that she had been with the turnout. In particular it was noted that

there had been a lack of Councillors in attendance and there had been no apologies from
some Members received. Councillors J. Atkinson and J.E. Saul apologised for not attending.
The Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson also pointed out that there was a lack of
Community support from the organisations who had received invitations. It was observed
by the Clerk that the only Community organisations represented were the Sunshine Café
and Bethania Chapel. Councillor G. Sherwood stated that it was gratifying to see the Chair
of Flintshire County Council and the Chairman of Connah’s Quay Town Council present.
Councillor S. Pritchard commented that this was not just a lack of support for the Chair of
the Community Council but also disrespectful which reflected badly in the Community.

Councillor R. Hughes had expressed his disappointment on the day which was appreciated
by the Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson.

85. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Payee Detail Net VAT Total

Miss M Reynolds Salary — September 2023 £762.10 £0.00 £762.10

Miss M Reynolds Printcentre — Civic Service 2023 £120.00 £24.00 £144.00
Orders of Service

Aled Davies Agricultural Cemetery maintenance — £946.00 £189.20 £1,185.20
September 2023

Harrison Design Fees re Cemetery £2,475.00 £495.00 £2,970.00

Development

Mrs J Phillips Civic Service 2023 catering £720.00 £0.00 £720.00

Scottish Power Street lighting electricity £1,380.42 £66.52 £1,396.94

Christ Church, Donation 2022/2023 — £1,000.00 £0.00 £1,000.00

Pontblyddyn replacement cheque

Leeswood Methodist Donation re Civic Service £150.00 £0.00 £150.00

Church

RBL Poppy Appeal Wreaths — Remembrance Sunday £45.00 £0.00 £45.00

Totals: - £7,548.52 L774.72 £8,323.24

86. BANK BALANCES

As at 29% August 2023 - deposit account - £67,575.08 and current account - £39,642.87.

The meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm.
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