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51.

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE
LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 22 AUGUST 2023.

PRESENT

Councillor L.C. Richardson, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors J. Caruana, D. Foster, R. Hughes, T. Hughes, S. Pritchard, J.E. Saul, G.
Sherwood, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds — Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillor J. Atkinson and S. Owen.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST — MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

CEMETERY
a) Work on Cemetery Extension

The Chairman, Councillor L.C. Richardson welcomed all Councillors to the meeting which
had been convened specifically to discuss the quotations received for work on the Cemetery.
Members had been circulated with copies of this documentation and the associated tender
report produced by Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison Design Development. In his absence,
Councillor S. Owen had e-mailed the Clerk with comments which were also circulated to all
Councillors in attendance. These comments were noted.

The quotations had been received by the Clerk as a hard copy in sealed envelopes as per the
Standing Orders. Councillors R. Hughes and J.E. Saul along with the Clerk opened them
just after 12 midday on Tuesday 25% July 2023.

Prices returned (all excluding VAT but including a 5% contingency) were as follows: -
AJK Plant Hire Ltd - 2£109,810.84

Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting - £125,020.25

Horticon Ltd - 4£102,979.01

Ms Claire Halestrap had approached AJK Plant Hire Ltd and Horticon Ltd with two other
options on a reduced schedule of works to quote as the initial prices exceeded the finance
available to this Council.

Prices returned (all excluding VAT but including a 5% contingency) were as follows: -
AJK Plant Hire Ltd — Option 1 £75,273.24 Option 2 - £67,658.48
Horticon Ltd - Option 1 £72,847.07 Option 2 - £73,054.14

The Clerk advised that this Council did not have the funds available for any of the options
presented. Following a lengthy discussion, it was suggested that a loan from the Public
Works Loan Body be looked into. The PWLB lending facility is operated by the UK Debt
Management Office (DMO) on behalf of HM Treasury and provides loans to local
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authorities, and other specified bodies, from the National Loans Fund, operating within a
policy framework set by HM Treasury. This borrowing is for capital projects. Minor local
authorities such as town and parish councils (in England) and town and community councils
(in Wales), may also borrow from the PWLB. English town and parish councils need a
borrowing approval from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities
(DLUHC) formerly the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
(MHCLG) in order to borrow. Welsh town or community councils need an approval from
the Welsh government. For all these borrower categories, the approvals must be in place
betore loan applications can be made.

By statutory provision, loans to local authorities are automatically secured on the revenues
of the authority rather than by reference to specific revenues, assets or collateral. Moneys
are, as provided by Act of Parliament, drawn from the National Loans Fund. The Accounts
of the PWLB lending facility are audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General whose

reports on them are laid before Parliament.

The Clerk pointed out that it would be more cost eftective to have the works at the
Cemetery completed in their entirety if this Council was to seek finance through a loan of
this type. The Clerk also advised that there would be no need to raise the Precept to cover
the loan repayments as the money budgeted each year for the Cemetery extension would
cover the cost of the loan repayments.

To make progress, it was proposed by Councillor S. Pritchard and seconded by Councillor
R. Hughes that the Clerk should approach Ms Claire Halestrap and ask if the original
tenders could remain with the exclusion of the ‘I category which related to the planting of
trees and look into borrowing £60,000 from the PWLB repayable on a five year period. All
Councillors in agreement.

52.  Accounts for Payment
Payee Detail Net VAT Total
Miss M Reynolds | Salary — July 2023 £762.30 #£0.00 £762.30
Aled Davies Cemetery maintenance — July 2023 £786.00 | £157.20 £943.20
Agricultural
Survey Operations | Drainage Survey at Pontblyddyn £870.00 | £174.00 £1,044.00
Cemetery
Totals: - £2,418.30 | £3831.20 £2,749.50
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