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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 7th MAY 2024. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor L.C Richardson, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Atkinson, J. Caruana, D. Foster, S. Owen, J.E. Saul, G. Sherwood, 

M. Thomas and R. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors A. Bond, R. Hughes and T. Hughes. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

12. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                             

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 9th April 2024 had been 

circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and 

seconded by Councillor J. Atkinson that these be accepted as a true record 

of proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.     

13. RESIGNATION – COUNCILLORS S. PRITCHARD AND L.C. RICHARDSON                                                                                          

Councillor L.C. Richardson had submitted her letter of resignation.  Councillors 

were very disappointed to learn of her wish to step down as a Councillor and 

would have liked her to remain.  Councillor J. Caruana, Chairman stated that 

Councillor Richardson had been an excellent servant to this Council and 

thanked her for her work and support.  These remarks were endorsed by all 

Councillors.   

The Clerk reported that she had been aware of Councillor L.C. Richardson 

intention to resign and had put the process of filling the vacancy left by the 

resignation of Councillor S. Pritchard on hold so that the two vacancies could 

be advised at the same time.  The standard process to fill these vacancies 

must now be followed.  This would entail advertising the notice for ten 

electors of the Leeswood ward to request an election.  If no election was 

requested, then the co-option procedure could be undertaken. 

 



 7 

14. COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR GOVERNOR AT YSGOL DERWENFA VACANCY 

FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR S. PRITCHARD                                                  

It was proposed by Councillor R. Thomas and seconded by Councillor J. 

Atkinson that Councillor M. Thomas should be elected as this Community 

Council’s representative on the Board of Governors at Ysgol Derwenfa, 

Leeswood.  This was agreed on a majority vote with one Councillor 

abstaining.   

15. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                 

The Clerk confirmed that she was trying to arrange a meeting with the PCSOs 

at a date and time suitable to all.  It was understood that the PCSO shifts may 

not coincide with the monthly meetings of this Council.          

16. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

a) Cemetery Extension                                                                                                                           

The Clerk advised that she had attended a Teams meeting scheduled with 

Claire Halestrap of Harrison Design and Andrew Wright of AJK Plant Hire, the 

successful contractor on Wednesday 10th April, 2024.  Work on the Cemetery 

extension is scheduled to start on 3rd June 2024.  Any change to this date 

must be put in writing by AJK Plant Hire.  The Clerk advised that she had 

requested for Mr Aled Davies of Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting to cut 

the grass in the new section the week prior to the work starting.  A compound 

existing of a small office and sanitary facilities would be located on the 

Church car park and the Clerk was to liaise with the Church about this.  The 

Contractor can tell the public that works are taking place to extend the 

Cemetery if any queries arise, if required the details of the Clerk will be given 

out.  Councillors and Clerk cannot visit the site without prior notification to the 

Contractor, the Clerk advised that any Councillor wishing to attend site 

should inform her first so she can make the necessary arrangements.  It is 

possible that while works are being carried out on the main road into the 

Cemetery, it will be necessary to close the Cemetery from visitors, this should 

take no more than two to three days.  Councillors queried this as visitors 

maybe able to enter on foot rather than via a vehicle.  The Clerk pointed out 

that all visitors will be stopped from entering the Cemetery as there is no 

footpath and the only access is via the roadway.  During the time the 

Contractors will be on site, it has been noted that Father’s Day falls within that 

period and that the Cemetery could be busy.    

b) Cemetery                                                                                                                                                                     

The Clerk reported that Mr Aled Davies of Aled Davies Agricultural 

Contracting had met with Claire Halestrap of Harrison Design Development 

on site at the Pontblyddyn Cemetery to discuss the removal of some trees.       
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17. LEESWOOD ALLOTMENTS                                                                                                         

In regard to the e-mail sent by Mr Bryn Williams explaining the necessary 

insurance required by this Community Council as lessees of the allotment 

land of an indemnity limit of no less than £2 million for providing activities on 

the land that is rented from him, the Clerk reported that she had spoken with 

the Insurers who have confirmed that there is an indemnity limit of £10 million 

within the policy.  Mr Williams has been informed of this.  The Allotment 

Association and the individual allotment holders would need to retain their 

insurance policies as per the advice of this Council’s insurance brokers.          

 Councillor J. Caruana, Chairman, advised that Mr Aled Davies of Aled Davies 

Agricultural Contracting had done an excellent job on the replacement 

fencing at the site of the allotments.  Mr Bryn Williams the landowner was 

pleased with the work.      

18. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL                                                                                                                                            

a) Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – Councillor J.E. Saul advised that he 

still had not received a response to his follow up e-mail to Mr Anthony 

Stanford, Transport Manager, Streetscene & Transportation, Flintshire County 

Council.  Councillors once again expressed their dissatisfaction at the time it 

was taking for Mr Stanford to respond to Councillor Saul’s e-mail.                                                                                                                                                                         
  

19. NOTICEBOARDS, LEESWOOD                                                                                                            

It was proposed by Councillor R. Thomas and seconded by Councillor G. 

Sherwood that this item be removed from the Agenda as it was felt that a 

suitable location in the area of Bell’s Corner, Leeswood could not be found to 

safely erect a noticeboard.  All Councillors in agreement.    

20. SCOTTISH POWER – EXIT FROM INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL MARKET                                                        

The Clerk advised that she had been looking into electricity companies that 

provide unmetered supplies.  Councillor G. Sherwood suggested that the 

Clerk approach Utility Aid about this.  All Councillors in agreement.   

21. ONE VOICE WALES – COST OF LIVING PROJECT UPDATE                                                       

Members had been circulated with the One Voice Wales Cost of Living Crisis 

April Newsletter and associated information.  This was accepted. 

22. ONE VOICE WALES – INNOVATIVE PRACTICE CONFERENCE 3RD JULY 2024                        

Members had been circulated with e-mail correspondence from Tracy 

Gilmartin, Office Manager, One Voice Wales advising that the Innovative 

Practice Conference will be held during the day on Wednesday 3 July 2024 

at Hafod a Hendre, Royal Welsh Showground, Llanelwedd.  This annual 

conference is always an extremely popular event with councils across Wales, 
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so early booking is advisable when the time comes.  The Conference will be 

open to all Community, Town and City Councils in Wales, as well as to partner 

organisations and stakeholders.  

23. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON REVIEWING THE 

COUNCIL TAX PREMIUM FOR LONG TERM EMPTY PROPERTIES AND SECOND 

HOMES IN FLINTSHIRE                                                                                                                                   

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from 

Joanne Pierce, Executive Manager, Chief Executives Suite, Flintshire County 

Council and correspondence from David Barnes, Flintshire County Council 

Revenues Manager advising on a Public Consultation that the County 

Council is currently undertaking regarding the future of the Council Tax 

Premium. 

24. EDUCATION WELSH FOR ALL: REACHING THE OBJECTIVE                                                                     

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from 

Owain Meirion Edwards, Swyddog Cyfathrebu a Chyswllt Gwleidyddol, 

Cymdeithas yr Iaith informing that last Thursday (18th April 2024) in the 

Senedd, they launched their statistical work 'Education Welsh for All: 

Reaching the Objective' in a special briefing session sponsored by Heledd 

Fychan MP.  There followed a valuable discussion on how to ensure that 

every child in Wales receives the right to a Welsh-medium education, 

together with the practical challenges of achieving that. 

Also circulated was the final report which detailed the required progress in 

each county every five years to achieve their objective of universal Welsh-

medium education by 2050.  It also includes the progress that would have to 

be seen to reach the Government's target of 50% of children in Welsh-

medium education by the same year.  This report demonstrates that this 

objective is completely achievable with sufficient political will and funding. 

25. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY                                                           

a) Cemetery Loan Application Form – Councillor S. Owen requested a copy 

of the Cemetery Loan application form.  The Clerk pointed out that the 

application for this loan had already been agreed by Council and that the 

loan money had been received from the PWLB on 3rd April 2024.  It was 

proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor J. Atkinson 

that the Clerk should ask Gareth Owen, Chief Officer Governance, Flintshire 

County Council if it is appropriate to pass over the documentation once the 

matter had already been agreed.  All Councillors in agreement.                                                

b) Community Council Accounts – Councillor S. Owen requested to see a 

copy of the Community Council accounts.  The Clerk explained that this 

https://nation.cymru/news/campaign-group-launches-vision-for-universal-welsh-medium-education/
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would be circulated at the next meeting.  They were now in the process of 

being completed in preparation for the internal audit.  If any Councillor was 

asked about this Council’s accounts by a member of the public, it should be 

referred back to the Clerk to answer in their role as Responsible Financial 

Officer.      

26. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – February 2024 £809.63 £0.00 £809.63 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – 

April 2024 

£786.00 £157.20 £943.20 

Scottish Power Street lighting – electricity 

supply 

£1,333.50 £66.68 £1,400.18 

Arthur J Gallagher Insurance 2024/2025 £1,403.89 £0.00 £1,403.89 

HMRC PAYE/NICs Q4 2023/2024 £585.63 £0.00 £585.63 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Allotment fencing £3,625.00 £725.00 £4,350.00 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Drainage work at the 

Cemetery 

£2,335.00 £467.00 £2,802.00 

Leeswood 

Methodist Church 

Re-issue of cheque £150.00 £0.00 £150.00 

RBL Poppy Appeal Wreaths for D-Day 80 Service 

at Cenotaph 

£52.00 £0.00 £52.00 

 Totals: - £11,080.65 £1,415.88 £12,496.53 

 

27. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                     

At 29th March 2024 - deposit account - £115,473.62 and current account - 

£2,672.40. 


