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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD VIA ZOOM ON 

TUESDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2024. 

NOTE THAT THIS IS THE FIRST MEETING THAT WAS QUORATE SINCE 6th AUGUST 

2024. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor J. Caruana, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors A. Bond, J.E. Saul, G. Sherwood, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, D. Foster, R. Hughes and S. 

Owen. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

53. MINUTES                                                                                                                                       

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 6th August 2024 had 

been circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood 

and seconded by Councillor J.E. Saul that these be accepted as a true 

record of proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.         

54. RESIGNATION – COUNCILLORS T. HUGHES, S. PRITCHARD AND L.C. 

RICHARDSON                                                                                                                              

The Clerk reported that there had been three applications for the vacant 

seats on the Community Council.  These had been received from Mr M. 

Brown, Ms L.C. Richardson and Mr D. Rule.  It was proposed by Councillor G. 

Sherwood and seconded by Councillor R. Thomas that these three applicants 

be co-opted onto this Council.  All Councillors in agreement.  

55. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                 

The Clerk advised that she had emailed the PCSO Richard Bryan about an 

issue with fires on the Skate Park on Phoenix Park, Leeswood.  This had been 

reported to her by Richard Roberts of Aura.  Unfortunately, PCSO Richard 

Bryan is no longer the PCSO for this area, he now works in Llay CID.            
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56. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

a) Cemetery Extension                                                                                                                           

The Clerk informed that work had now finished on site.  Mr Aled Davies of 

Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting Ltd had done the seeding.  AJK Plant 

Hire Ltd were now waiting for the seed to take before putting in the grave 

markers.   

 

57. PLANNING APPLICATIONS                                                                                                                                                       

  PLANNING APPLICATION CONSULTATION - Ref No: COU/000953/24  

PROPOSAL: Retrospective application for the change of use and retention of 

two buildings related to Reindeer Business (RESUBMISSION OF COU/000120/24)  

LOCATION: Reindeer Lodge, Black Meadows, Oak Park, Leeswood, Mold, 

CH7 4SQ 

Acknowledgement was made about the e-mail from Howard White a 

volunteer with Ramblers Cymru.  In his e-mail, Mr White advised that he had 

‘lodged a strong objection because the application totally fails to 

acknowledge the existence of public paths on the site: particularly along the 

narrow main track where visitors are to drive along as part of the 

“experience”’.  He requested that this Council supports this objection.  It was 

pointed out by a member of this Council who was a keen rambler that the 

application related to a change of use and retention of two buildings which 

he believed had nothing directly to do with Mr White’s issue about paths.  All 

Councillors felt that the Reindeer Lodge provided a service for the 

Community and surrounding areas which lasted for approximately five to six 

weeks before Christmas.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and 

seconded by Councillor J.E. Saul that this Council supports the application.  

All Councillors in agreement.    

PLANNING APPLICATION CONSULTATION - Ref No: DNS/000516/24 

PROPOSAL: Erection of a post combustion carbon capture plant, together 

with a combined heat and power plant and other associated plant and 

structures.  Temporary and permanent works required to facilitate the 

proposed development including accesses, drainage, temporary 

construction areas, site offices, control centre, car parking, landscaping, 

biodiversity mitigation areas and other ancillary infrastructure. Demolition of 

existing structures and buildings within the site boundary to facilitate the 

proposed development including one residential property (Padeswood Hall 

Farm), Padeswood Hall (derelict) and outbuildings. 

 LOCATION: Castle Cement Ltd, Padeswood, Mold, CH7 4HB 
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Following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and 

seconded by Councillor R. Thomas that this Council supports the planning 

application as on a technical basis there did not appear anything that could 

be objected to.  This was agreed on a majority basis, five Councillors for, one 

Councillor against.   

 

  PLANNING APPLICATION CONSULTATION - Ref No: FUL/000978/24  

PROPOSAL: Detached office, shower room and games room within garden  

 LOCATION: 1 Riverside Court, Pontblyddyn, Mold, CH7 4HA 
  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Thomas and seconded by Councillor G. 

Sherwood that this planning application be supported.  All Councillors in 

agreement. 

 

58. HANSON HEIDELBERG CEMENT                                                                                                                        

Councillor A. Bond advised that works involving Hanson Heidelberg Cement 

had an impact on the residents of Padeswood.  The notice received 

informing them of works at the Cement Plant was given in short time which 

made the residents of Padeswood feel that they were being railroaded by 

Hanson Heidelberg Cement.  Councillors agreed that this was unacceptable.  

Councillor J. Caruana, Chairman advised that he represented this 

Community on the Hanson Heidelberg Cement Liaison Committee, and he 

would be pleased to take up any issues that the residents of Padeswood had.  

All Councillors agreed that this was a suitable course of action.  Councillor A. 

Bond was to forward an e-mail to Councillor J. Caruana and the Clerk 

informing of the problems being incurred.        

 

59. LEESWOOD ALLOTMENTS                                                                                                         

a) Rent - The Clerk informed that she recommended an increase on the 

allotment rents as follows: -                                                                                                                                    

Full Plot - £60.00 (currently £40.00 which has been the cost of renting a full plot 

since the allotments were opened)                                                                                                    

Half Plot - £30.00 (currently £20.00 which has been the cost of renting a half 

plot since the allotments were opened)                                                                                         

The Clerk also suggested that a review of the allotment rent take place 

annually in the September Community Council meetings.                                                                                       

It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor R. 

Thomas that this increase in rent comes into force October 2025 and that the 

annual review takes place as recommended by the Clerk.  All Councillors in 

agreement.                                                                                                                                       

b) Clerk’s Overtime relating to work on the Allotments – The Clerk advised 
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that she had done 35 hours overtime relating to work on the allotments.  It 

was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor J.E. 

Saul that the Clerk be paid this overtime on her November 2024 payslip. 

60. CLERK’S PAY RISE                                                                                                                        

The Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2024 has now been 

formalised.  As per the National Joint Council for local government services, 

employers are encouraged to implement this award as swiftly as possible.  

Due to the Clerk’s increased responsibility with managing the allotments, a 

consideration to upgrade her spinal point on the grading system is also 

requested and a review of her working hours.  It was proposed by Councillor 

R. Thomas and seconded by Councillor G. Sherwood that the Clerk be paid 

her pay increase backdated to April 2024 on her November 2024 payslip.  All 

Councillors were in agreement.  Councillor G. Sherwood was to seek 

independent advice on behalf of this Council from One Voice Wales 

regarding the spinal point on the Clerk’s pay scale.  This was to be put on the 

Agenda for the next meeting.                                                                                                                                                   

61. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – August 2024 £809.63 £0.00 £809.63 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – 

August 2024 

£626.00 £125.20 £751.20 

AJK Plant Hire Ltd Work on Cemetery extension £47,439.55 £9,487.91 £56,927.46 

Harrison Design 

Development 

Fees re Cemetery extension £2,260.00 £452.00 £2,712.00 

Harrison Design 

Development 

Fees re Cemetery extension £1,800.00 £360.00 £2,160.00 

Welsh Audit 

Office 

Fees re external audit 

2018/2019 

£286.10 £0.00 £286.10 

Scottish Power Street lighting – electricity £1,348.19 £67.41 £1,415.60 

Flintshire County 

Council 

Playscheme 2024 £3,831.60 £0.00 £3,831.60 

AJK Plant Hire Ltd Work on Cemetery extension £31,198.15 £6,239.63 £37,437.78 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Seeding at Cemetery 

extension 

£2,200.00 £440.00 £2,640.00 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – 

September 2024 

£626.00 £125.20 £751.20 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – September 2024 £809.63 £0.00 £809.63 

 Totals: - £93,234.85 £17,297.35 £110,532.20 
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62. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                     

At 29th September 2024 - deposit account - £87,942.85 and current account - 

£58,090.27. 


