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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 1st APRIL 2025. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor J. Caruana, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Atkinson, D. Foster, R. Hughes, L.C. Richardson, D. Rule, G. 

Sherwood and R. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors A. Bond, M. Brown, S. Owen, J.E. Saul 

and M. Thomas. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

116. MINUTES                                                                                                                                       

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 4th March 2025 had 

been circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood 

and seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a 

true record of proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.     

117. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                 

It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should write to the South 

Flintshire Inspector and request the contact details for the PCSOs that 

covered Leeswood and Pontblyddyn.                

118. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

a) Cemetery Extension                                                                                                                                     

The Clerk advised that there would be further re-seeding on the new 

extension, following this the grave markers would be put in place.                                         

b) Cemetery                                                                                                                                                        

Reference was made to the recent Facebook post relating to dog fouling at 

the Cemetery.  Councillors expressed their disappointment that residents 

believed that the Cemetery was a place to walk their dogs and leave the 

mess that the dogs had made behind.  This showed disrespect to the 

residents who had loved ones buried there.  It was proposed by Councillor 

L.C. Richardson and seconded by Councillor R. Hughes that no dogs be 

permitted in the Cemetery, and a sign should be placed stating this.  



 59 

Councillor R. Thomas proposed that all dogs should be kept on a lead and 

any fouling in the Cemetery should be removed by the dog owner.  This was 

seconded by Councillor D. Rule.  
  

 Following a vote, it was agreed by majority that no dogs should be permitted 

in the Cemetery and a sign be erected stating this.    

119. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS                                                                                                                  

a) A541 Pontblyddyn and Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – the Clerk 

advised that the e-mail sent to Ms Katie Wilby, Head of Streetscene and 

Transportation, Flintshire County Council about the lack of response to 

Councillor J.E. Saul from Mr Anthony Stanford, Transportation Manager, 

Flintshire County Council had now been forwarded to the Complaints 

Department and a response should be received within ten days.  It has now 

been 40 days and still no response has been received.  Observation was 

made of an instance of a near miss involving a wagon turning out of the 

Corwen Road and a car travelling from the Wrexham direction into 

Pontblyddyn.  All Councillors agreed that there was a need for average 

speed cameras in Pontblyddyn.  The Clerk is to once again write to Ms Katie 

Wilby, Head of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council and Mr Lee Shone, 

Streetscene Officer, Flintshire County Council about this matter.                                                          

b) Water coming down the lane next to Prince of Wales, Leeswood –

Councillor R. Hughes advised that this is a private issue between the 

landowner and the Land & Estates department of Flintshire County Council.  

Concern was expressed that the issue remained, and Councillors pointed out 

that this was not helpful as a response to residents who were affected by this 

problem.                                                                                                                                      

c) Water running across the road from Bryn-y-Ffynnon Farm, Leeswood – 

Councillor R. Hughes informed that this is a private issue between the 

landowner and the Land & Estates department of Flintshire County Council.  

d) Flooding near the old Vicarage, Pontblyddyn – Councillor R. Hughes stated 

that this had now problem had now been alleviated as a new grid had been 

put in place.                                                                                                                                             

e) Henffordd/King Street, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes advised that 

Flintshire County Council had been working in this area and the issue was 

now resolved.                                                                                                                                    

f) Stryt Cae Rhedyn/Bryn Estyn, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes informed 

that there was a broken pipe in the area of Bryn Brith, Stryt Cae Rhedyn 

which requires repairing.                                                                                                                 

g) Potholes in the Community – these were being worked on by Flintshire 

County Council.                                                                                                                          



 60 

h) Gritting during snow on County Road; Oak Drive; Willow Walk; Maxwell 

Drive and Dingle Road, Leeswood – it was pointed out by Councillor R. 

Hughes that gritting during periods of snowy weather is done in order of 

precedence.  The main roads in the County are the first to receive treatment 

followed by the bus routes.  Smaller estates are done, if possible, but it is 

important that main roads and bus routes are kept clear.                                                  

i) Big dip in the left hand lane of the highway in the area of the bridge as you 

approach the Pontblyddyn Crossroads from the Penyffordd direction – it was 

reported by Councillor R. Hughes that an Engineer from Flintshire County 

Council has inspected this section of highway and work is to be carried out 

within the next fortnight.                                                                                                                 

j) Dog Bin, outside Wylfa Farm, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes advised that 

this was to be repaired, if possible, otherwise it would be replaced with a new 

bin.                                                                                                                                              

k) Overhanging tree at the bottom of Dingle Road, Leeswood – Councillor D. 

Foster pointed out that this issue remained.                                                                                      

l) Erosion of the road on both sides on Dingle Road, Leeswood – Councillor R. 

Hughes informed that work would be carried out on the Dingle Road, 

Leeswood to alleviate this problem.  Hard core would be used on the eroded 

edges as tarmac was not suitable due to the condition of the road.                                     

m) Phoenix Park, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes reported that the issue of 

the drain which flooded Phoenix Park, Leeswood was to be worked on. 

120. SCOTTISH POWER – EXIT FROM INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL MARKET                                                        

Following an inspection of the streetlights. Councillor G. Sherwood advised 

that this Council had fourteen non-LED remaining.  The schedule had been 

forwarded to the Clerk.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk look at 

the invoices from Flintshire County Council to establish the cost of 

replacement from sodium to LED and calculate the total cost for the 

remaining streetlights to be converted.     

121. MILLENNIUM CLOCK AND TOWER, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD                                                                

The light on the Millennium Clock was still intermittent.  The Clerk stated that 

she would ask Councillor J.E. Saul to contact Mega Electrical to inspect this. 
  

 Councillor R. Hughes advised that the tree on Bell’s Corner near the 

Millennium Clock is to be pruned.   
 

122. REINDEER LODGE, BLACK MEADOWS, LEESWOOD                                      

Councillor G. Sherwood advised that he had been unable to inspect the 

public footpaths in this area.  All Councillors agreed that this item be put on 

the Agenda for the next monthly meeting of this Council.   
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123. COMMUNITY FESTIVE LIGHTS                                                                                                                   

Members will find enclosed e-mail correspondence from Jodie Brooks 

regarding the Festive Lights in the Community.  In her e-mail, Ms Brooks points 

out that as someone who was raised in Leeswood and has recently returned 

after 20 years in Oxford, she was writing to express both her appreciation for 

the community and a concern regarding the annual Christmas lights 

displayed in the village.  While the festive decorations on lampposts bring joy 

and add to the season’s cheer, she had noticed that they continue to cover 

only half of the village, leaving the other part unlit.  It is disheartening to see 

this divide year after year, especially when such displays contribute so much 

to the community spirit and shared festive atmosphere.  She requested if this 

Council could please share the reasoning behind this partial coverage and 

whether there are any plans to extend the lights to the whole village in the 

future?  If there are logistical or financial challenges, she would be keen to 

understand how residents might help address them so the entire community 

can share in the festive cheer – perhaps taking it in turns annually to have 

each side lit.   

 It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should contact Mega Electrical 

and ask them for the cost per streetlight for the sockets and fixings 

connecting the lights to the pole.    

124. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – WASTE STRATEGY EVENT – 3 WEEKLY BIN 

COLLECTIONS                                                                                                                                          

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from 

Debbie Taylor, Recycling, Compliance & Data, Streetscene, Flintshire County 

Council.  In her e-mail, Ms Taylor asks if it would be possible to organise a drop 

in event within one of the Community Centres/Church Halls around the 

Leeswood/Pontblyddyn area for residents to discuss the up-and-coming 

changes to the residual waste collections on 28th April 2025.  The Waste 

Strategy Team would be available in an educational capacity, to answer 

any question or give advice on recycling and to hand out any recycling 

containers residents may need in preparation.  It was advised by the Clerk 

that she had forwarded this e-mail to Councillor G. Sherwood as in his 

capacity as one of the Trustees of Leeswood Community Centre, he was 

responsible for bookings.  Councillor G. Sherwood suggested that the drop in 

event when the Sunshine Café is open.     

125. ONE VOICE WALES – REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS                                                                     

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from 

Wendi Patience, One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions 

available for March to June 2025.   
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126. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT    

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – March 2025 £1,034.41 £0.00 £1,034.41 

Miss M Reynolds Stationery £74.58 £14.92 £89.50 

 Totals: - £1,108.99 £14.92 £1,123.91 

   

127. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                     

At 28th February 2025 - deposit account - £62,874.26 and current account - 

£27,821.72. 


