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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2024. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor J. Caruana, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors J. Atkinson, M. Brown, D. Foster, L.C. Richardson, D. Rule, J.E. Saul, 

G. Sherwood and R. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors A. Bond, R. Hughes, S. Owen and M. 

Thomas. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

The Chairman welcomed the new Councillors to the meeting. 

63. MINUTES                                                                                                                                       

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 19th November 2024 

had been circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. 

Sherwood and seconded by Councillor J.E. Saul that these be accepted as a 

true record of proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.     

64. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA                                         

Councillor D. Rule raised a query relating to minute number 57 of the 

November 2024 meeting and the planning application COU/000953/24, 

retrospective application for the change of use and retention of two 

buildings related to Reindeer Business (RESUBMISSION OF COU/000120/24) at 

the Reindeer Lodge, Black Meadows, Oak Park, Leeswood, Mold, CH7 4SQ.  

Councillor Rule pointed out that he was aware that residents had been 

stopped from using the footpath.  This was supported by Councillor L.C. 

Richardson who stated that people do not know where they can or cannot 

go in that area.  It was pointed out by Councillor G. Sherwood that the 

planning application discussed at the time did not involve public footpaths.  

The Chairman requested that the Reindeer Lodge should be added onto the 

agenda for the January 2025 monthly meeting.  Councillor G. Sherwood 

pointed out that he was a keen walker but felt that the person from the 

Ramblers who had contacted this Council had already complained to 
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Flintshire County Council and this Council had a duty to not take sides but 

take an all-round view.  Councillor J.E. Saul concurred, expressing concern as 

there had been no complaints about the footpaths in the area of the 

Reindeer Lodge received directly by this Council from local residents.      

65. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                 

It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should make contact with the 

Sergeant at Mold Police Station in order to find out which of the PCSOs now 

covered Leeswood and Pontblyddyn.              

66. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

a) Cemetery Extension                                                                                                                           

The Clerk reported that she had spoken with Mr Ralph Williams of HJ Williams 

and Sons who had advised that the new road that travelled horizontally into 

the Cemetery extension was not suitable for a hearse.  It was agreed by all 

Councillors that the Clerk should contact Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison 

Design Development to discuss this.   
 

67. SCOTTISH POWER – EXIT FROM INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL MARKET                                                        

Councillor G. Sherwood advised that he would update the schedule of 

Community Council owned streetlights showing those which had been 

upgraded to LED bulbs.   
 

68. MILLENNIUM CLOCK AND TOWER, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD                                                                

Councillor G. Sherwood noted that the light on the Millennium Clock was not 

on again at night.  Councillor L.C. Richardson advised that she had seen it on 

in the morning.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk contact Smith 

of Derby and request that they resolve the issue.   

 

69. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – WINTER PREPARATIONS 2024/2025                                                              

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence and 

the Streetscene’s Winter Preparations letter for Town and Community 

Councils from Ian Bushell, Streetscene Maintenance Manager, Flintshire 

County Council.  Councillor D. Foster advised in the recent spell of snow the 

pavement in the area of the Surgery, Leeswood had been very slippery.  If 

the County Council were prepared to provide the salt and indemnity, he 

would be prepared to grit the pavement.  It was agreed by all Councillors 

that the Clerk should contact the Flintshire County Council about this. 

70. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS                                                                                                                  

a) Water coming down the lane next to Prince of Wales, Leeswood – 

Councillor R. Thomas informed that there was still water running down the 

lane next to the Prince of Wales, Leeswood.  This presented a problem in 
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flooding the driveways of the residents on Parc Derwen and in the recent 

snow/frosty snap, it had frozen across the roadway which was very 

dangerous.  It was known that there had been a meeting there with Flintshire 

County Council and this matter was no longer an issue with Streetscene but 

also involved the Land Drainage Department.  It was agreed by all 

Councillors that the Clerk should contact Katie Wilby, Chief Officer of 

Streetscene, Flintshire County Council for an update.                                                                          

b) Water running across the road from Bryn-y-Ffynnon Farm, Leeswood – it 

was noted that there was also an issue with water running across the road 

from the lane leading up to Bryn-y-Ffynnon Farm, Leeswood.  This also 

presented an issue during the recent cold snap where it had frozen on the 

roadway, it was felt that this was particularly dangerous as it was on a sharp 

bend.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should contact Katie 

Wilby, Chief Officer of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council to report this 

issue.                                                                                                                                                     

c) Flooding near the old Vicarage, Pontblyddyn – Councillor J. Atkinson 

informed that the cottages opposite the old Vicarage, Pontblyddyn flooded 

on a regular basis during a period of wet weather.  Councillors expressed 

concern that this a recurring issue and agreed that this be reported to Katie 

Wilby, Chief Officer of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council.                                                          

71. WELSH GOVERNMENT – WALES COVID-19 INQUIRY                                                                                            

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from 

Steffan Lewis, Clerking Support Officer, Wales Covid-19 Inquiry Special 

Purpose Committee.  Also circulated was a copy of correspondence from 

Joyce Watson MS and Tom Gifford MS, Wales Covid-19 Inquiry Special 

Purpose Committee Co-Chairs.  This was accepted.    

72. ONE VOICE WALES – TRAINING FOR COUNCILLORS                                                                                  

Members had been circulated with a short article on training for their 

attention.  This was accepted. 

73. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – FLINTSHIRE CONNECTS CONSULTATION                                                           

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from 

Joanne Pierce, Executive Manager, Chief Executives Suite, Flintshire County 

Council.  Flintshire County Council is reaching out and connecting with 

people to find out how they think Connects Centres can be used to meet 

their own needs and those of others in our local communities.  Connects 

Centres are in town centres and provide face to face support on a range of 

Council services, the team also provide digital support to those who need it.  

Some Centres share space with other public services like North Wales Police 

and JobCentrePlus.  More information about Flintshire Connects can be 
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found on the Council’s website.  The survey can be completed online at      

https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Consultation-and-

Engagement/Open/Flintshire-Connects.aspx                                                    

Those people who are unable to complete the survey online can visit any 

Connects Centre where support will be available.  Connects Centres are 

open 9am to 4.30pm on the following days:                                                                            

Buckley:  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday                                                          

Connah’s Quay, Flint and Holywell: Monday to Friday                                                         

Mold:  Monday, Wednesday, Friday                                                

The survey is open between Monday 18th November and Sunday 15th  

December 2024.                                                                                                                                      

74. CLERK’S PAY RISE                                                                                                                        

The Clerk left the room.  Following a discussion, it was proposed that the 

Clerk’s hours should be increased from twelve per week to fourteen per 

week.  At the same time her spinal point would be increased from 17 to 23.  

The Clerk accepted this and thanked the Council.  Holidays would be 14 

hours multiplied by 6.6, equalling 92 hours per annum, which would be paid 

as an additional 7.666 hours per month.   

75. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY                                                          

a) The Nant, Pontblyddyn – Councillor J. Atkinson expressed concern 

regarding the recent land slide on the Nant, Pontblyddyn.  The Clerk 

informed that Councillor J. Atkinson’s son Jack had done an excellent job 

reporting from the site and keeping residents updated via the Facebook 

platform.  All Councillors agreed that this was a cause of concern and whilst 

the issue was with two landowners who belonged to other Communities, the 

effect of any flooding that may arise would directly affect residents of our 

Community in Pontblyddyn.  The Clerk is to contact Katie Wilby, Chief Officer 

of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council for an update on this issue.                                                                                                                                                

b) Heol-y-Goron, Leeswood – Councillor D. Rule advised that he believed the 

turning off Heol-y-Goron, Leeswood into the old garage site, now new 

Council Houses to be dangerous.  He queried as to whether it could be 

made safer especially if there was a need for an emergency vehicle to be in 

the area.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Katie Wilby, Chief 

Officer of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council about this matter.    
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76. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – 

October 2024 

£806.00 £161.20 £967.20 

RBL Poppy 

Appeal 

Wreaths – Remembrance 

Sunday 

£147.50 £0.00 £147.50 

Flintshire County 

Council 

Street lighting maintenance – 

July to Sept. 2024 

£274.98 £55.00 £329.98 

Mrs B Kendrick Catering – Remembrance 

Sunday 

£680.00 £0.00 £680.00 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – October 2024 £809.63 £0.00 £809.63 

Audit Wales Fees re external audit 

2019/2020 

£300.00 £0.00 £300.00 

Audit Wales Fees re external audit 

2020/2021 

£363.00 £0.00 £363.00 

Colony of Ants Website £270.00 £0.00 £270.00 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – November 2024 £1,430.50 £0.00 £1,430.50 

Miss M Reynolds Flags – VE80  £89.59 £0.00 £89.59 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – 

November 2024 

£928.00 £185.60 £1,113.60 

Mega Electrical 

Ltd 

Installation of Christmas Lights £1,320.00 £264.00 £1,584.00 

 Totals: - £7,419.20 £665.80 £8,085.00 

     

    

77. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                     

At 29th September 2024 - deposit account - £87,942.85 and current account - 

£58,090.27. 


