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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE 

LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 4th MARCH 2025. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillor J. Caruana, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           

Councillors A. Bond, D. Foster, S. Owen, L.C. Richardson, D. Rule, J.E. Saul, G. 

Sherwood, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        

These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, M. Brown and R. Hughes. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                

There were no declarations of interest. 

103. MINUTES                                                                                                                                       

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 4th February 2025 had 

been circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood 

and seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a 

true record of proceedings.  All Councillors in agreement.     

104. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                 

The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from Iwan Rhys Jones, 

Flintshire South Inspector, North Wales Police, advising that a quarterly Police 

meeting was to be held on 13th February 2025.  This is so the Police and 

Town/Community Councils can work together to drive engagement and 

discuss the concerns of communities as well as the Police providing all with a 

similar update in terms of the current levels of criminality/engagement and 

anti-social behaviour.  Attendees are limited to two per Council and these 

can be different Councillors at each meeting.  It was proposed by Councillor 

L.C. Richardson and seconded by Councillor R. Thomas that the Clerk should 

make a list of Councillors for rotation to attend these quarterly meetings.  All 

Councillors also agreed that the Clerk should make contact with the Flintshire 

South Inspector in order to find out which of the PCSOs now covered 

Leeswood and Pontblyddyn.              

105. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                         

a) Cemetery                                                                                                                                     

The Clerk advised that the tree which had fallen partly on Plot 1 during the 
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recent stormy weather had now been removed.  This had taken two days 

with Mr Aled Davies and his team chipping away at the tree and using 

netting to avoid any damage to the headstones.  No damage to headstones 

had been incurred in the process.  It was proposed by Councillor G. 

Sherwood and seconded by Councillor R. Thomas that the Clerk make 

enquiries with our Insurers about trees belonging to another landowner that 

fall on this Council’s land.  All Councillors in agreement.   

106. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS                                                                                                                  

a) A541 Pontblyddyn and Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – the Clerk 

advised that the e-mail sent to Ms Katie Wilby, Head of Streetscene and 

Transportation, Flintshire County Council about the lack of response to 

Councillor J.E. Saul from Mr Anthony Stanford, Transportation Manager, 

Flintshire County Council had now been forwarded to the Complaints 

Department and a response should be received within ten days.  It has now 

been 20 days and still no response has been received.                                                         

b) Water coming down the lane next to Prince of Wales, Leeswood – prior to 

the meeting, Councillor R. Hughes advised the Clerk that work has started on 

this issue.  Councillors pointed out that there was no evidence of anything 

being done in that area.                                                                                                    

c) Water running across the road from Bryn-y-Ffynnon Farm, Leeswood – 

Councillor R. Hughes had informed the Clerk that a new grid was to be put in 

place.                                                                                                                                             

d) Flooding near the old Vicarage, Pontblyddyn – Councillor R. Hughes had 

told the Clerk that new grids were to be put in place.                                                                                                                                             

e) Henffordd/King Street, Leeswood – the Clerk reported that Councillor R. 

Hughes had advised that the drains were to be blasted out.                                                 

f) Dingle Road, Leeswood – the drains on Bryn Estyn, Leeswood are to be 

jetted out.                                                                                                                                     

g) Potholes in the Community – these were being worked on by Flintshire 

County Council.                                                                                                                          

h) Gritting during snow on County Road; Oak Drive; Willow Walk; Maxwell 

Drive and Dingle Road, Leeswood – it had been noted that this Council had 

requested a salt bin that was more accessible to the residents of County 

Road, Leeswood.                                                                                                                           

i) Big dip in the left hand lane of the highway in the area of the bridge as you 

approach the Pontblyddyn Crossroads from the Penyffordd direction – an 

Engineer from Flintshire County Council was to inspect this section of highway.            

j) Give Way sign on Dingle Road, Leeswood – Councillor R. Hughes had 

informed the Clerk that this was to be replaced.                                                                                  

k) Dog Bin, outside Wylfa Farm, Leeswood - this was to be repaired in the 
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week beginning 10th March 2025.                                                                                                        

l) Give Way sign 100 yards on the left-hand lane of the highway as you 

approach the Pontblyddyn Crossroads from the Penyffordd direction – 

Councillor R. Hughes had advised the Clerk that this was in progress.                   

m) Overhanging tree at the bottom of Dingle Road, Leeswood – Councillor D. 

Foster advised that this issue remained.                                                                                      

n) Weight limit sign on Dingle Road, Leeswood – a new weight limit sign was 

to be put on Dingle Road, Leeswood.                                                                                    

o) Erosion of the road on both sides on Dingle Road, Leeswood – Officers of 

Flintshire County Council were to look into this issue.   

107. SCOTTISH POWER – EXIT FROM INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL MARKET                                                        

Following an inspection of the streetlights. Councillor G. Sherwood advised 

that this Council had fourteen non-LED remaining.  The schedule had been 

forwarded to the Clerk.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk look at 

the invoices from Flintshire County Council to establish the cost of 

replacement from sodium to LED and calculate the total cost for the 

remaining streetlights to be converted.     

108. MILLENNIUM CLOCK AND TOWER, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD                                                                

The light on the Millennium Clock was still intermittent.  It was agreed by all 

Councillors that the Clerk should contact Mega Electrical for their opinion on 

the light.   
  

 The Clerk advised that the tree on Bell’s Corner near the Millennium Clock is 

to be pruned.   
 

109. REINDEER LODGE, BLACK MEADOWS, LEESWOOD                                      

Councillor G. Sherwood advised that he had been unable to inspect the 

public footpaths in this area.  All Councillors agreed that this item be put on 

the Agenda for the next monthly meeting of this Council.   

 

110. EMPTY PROPERTIES IN THE VILLAGES OF LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN                                        

This matter was to be deferred until the next monthly meeting of this Council. 

 

111. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – FLINTSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – 

CONSULTATION ON DRAFT SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE                                                                 

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from 

Abigail Low, Planning Officer (Policy), Flintshire County Council.  In her e-mail, 

Ms Low explained that it had come to Flintshire County Council’s attention 

that some Town and Community Councils did not receive notification of this 

consultation which was carried out in between September 23rd and 
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November 4th 2024.  Consultation on the three SPGs has been reopened for 

those Town and Community Councils who did not receive the notification, for 

the following six-week period from 7th February until 21st March 2025.  

Following the adoption of the Local Development Plan (LDP), Flintshire 

County Council have produced draft Supplementary Planning Guidance 

(SPG) relating to the following policy areas: -                   

• Space Around Dwellings                       

• Retention of Local Facilities                                     

• Affordable Housing  

These guidance notes explain the approach the Council will take when 

dealing with development proposals relevant to the three policy areas 

above.  The guidance notes do not introduce new policy, but they do seek 

to provide further explanation and guidance as to how the relevant policies 

should be interpreted and applied.  When adopted, the SPGs will be a 

material planning consideration in determining planning applications and 

appeals.  The SPGs can therefore be used from the earliest stages of 

designing new development. 

The draft SPGs are being made available commencing on 07/02/2025 and 

ending on 21/03/2025. The documents can be viewed on the Flintshire 

County Council website see link below and copies are also available at 

Connects offices, at County Hall, Mold and at Ty Dewi Sant, Ewloe.  

https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Planning/Review-of-

Supplementary-Planning-Guidance.aspx 

The Local Planning Authority would like to hear from town and community 

councils.  This feedback will be carefully considered and will help to enable 

the final SPGs to be approved and published by the Council.  Responses and 

any necessary changes to the SPGs will firstly be considered and endorsed by 

the Planning Strategy Group before final adoption of the SPGs by the 

Cabinet. 

Comments should be forwarded to Flintshire County Council by 5.00pm on 

21st March 2025 using one of the following methods:                                           

• by e-mail to developmentplans@flintshire.gov.uk                                                     

• in writing to Andrew Farrow, Chief Officer (Planning, Environment and 

Economy), Flintshire County Council, County Hall, Mold, Flintshire, CH7 6NF 

Any queries relating to the draft SPGs or the consultation can be directed to 

the following:                                                                                                                               

• developmentplans@flintshire.gov.uk 

https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Planning/Review-of-Supplementary-Planning-Guidance.aspx
https://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Planning/Review-of-Supplementary-Planning-Guidance.aspx
mailto:developmentplans@flintshire.gov.uk
mailto:developmentplans@flintshire.gov.uk
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112. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY                                                                       

i) New Car Park at the Motorbike Café, Pontblyddyn – Councillor L.C. 

Richardson reported that a complaint had been made to Flintshire County 

Council that part of the old New Inn Car Park (located across the road from 

the property) had been converted into a Car Park.  Councillors were 

surprised at this as it was known that the piece of ground had always been 

used as a Car Park.                                                                                                                                

ii) Damaged seat due to car accident on Bryn Estyn, Leeswood – Councillor 

G. Sherwood observed that the Community Council seat that had been 

damaged in a car accident on Bryn Estyn, Leeswood had not been 

replaced.  The Clerk advised that Councillor R. Hughes had requested 

Flintshire County Council for this to be replaced.  She also expressed 

misgivings at the location of the seat and suggested that the grass verge 

opposite which was owned by Flintshire County Council would be a safer 

place to site it.  All Councillors agreed that the Clerk should speak to the 

Insurers to see if a claim for the damaged seat could be made.                                                     

iii) New lettering on Defibrillator Case outside the Leeswood Community 

Centre – Councillor G. Sherwood pointed out that the lettering on the 

defibrillator case outside the Leeswood Community Centre was now fading.  

It was agreed by all Council members that the Clerk should look into putting 

new lettering on the defibrillator case.                                                                                                   

113. PAYMENT OF COMMUNITY ORGANISATION GRANTS                                                                             

Leeswood Playgroup   £1,500.00 

Community Centre   £3,000.00 

Christ Church   £2,000.00 

Leeswood Methodist Church   £200.00 

Bethania Chapel   £400.00 

1st Leeswood Brownies   £150.00 

1st Leeswood Rainbows    £150.00 

1st Leeswood Guides   £150.00 

Leeswood Bowling Club   £150.00 

Leeswood & District Angling Club   £150.00 

Leeswood Invitation Homing Soc.   £150.00 

Leeswood Carnival Committee   £150.00 

Pontblyddyn Cricket Club   £100.00 

Air Ambulance Wales   £200.00 

Citizens Advice Bureau   £100.00 

Jackson Animal Rescue   £100.00 

 Christ Church and Bethania Chapel were paid for the financial years

 2023/2024 and 2024/2025. 
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114. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT    

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 

Miss M Reynolds Salary – January 2025 £1,034.41 £0.00 £1,034.41 

Miss M Reynolds Zoom subscription 2025 £129.90 £25.98 £155.88 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Cemetery maintenance – 

January 2025  

£338.00 £67.60 £405.60 

Aled Davies 

Agricultural 

Removal of fallen tree at 

Pontblyddyn Cemetery 

£2,600.00 £520.00 £3,120.00 

Viking Direct Ltd Stationery and Postage £204.04 £24.31 £228.35 

Mega Electrical 

Ltd 

Repairs to Christmas Lights £180.00 £36.00 £216.00 

 Totals: - £4,486.35 £673.89 £5,160.24 

   

115. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                     

At 29th December 2024 - deposit account - £38,207.59 and current account - 

£40,586.54.   


