THE REPORTS AND RESOLUTIONS

OF THE

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 14" JANUARY 2025
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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE
LEESWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 14th JANUARY 2025.

PRESENT

Councillor J. Caruana, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors M. Brown, D. Foster, R. Hughes, L.C. Richardson, D. Rule, G.
Sherwood and R. Thomas.

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds — Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, A. Bond, S. Owen, J.E. Saul
and M. Thomas.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST - MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 3@ December 2024 had
been circulated to all members. It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood
and seconded by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a
true record of proceedings. All Councillors in agreement.

POLICE LIAISON

It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should make contact with the
Sergeant at Mold Police Station in order to find out which of the PCSOs now
covered Leeswood and Pontblyddyn.

CEMETERY

a) Cemetery Extension

The Clerk reported that she had spoken with Mr Ralph Williams of HJ Williams
and Sons who had advised that the new road that fravelled horizontally into
the Cemetery extension was not suitable for a hearse. Councillor R. Hughes
pointed out that he was of the opinion that there was to be a turning circle at
the far end of the new road which was clearly not the case. It was agreed
by all Councillors that the Clerk should contact Ms Claire Halestrap of Harrison
Design Development to discuss this.

b) Cemetery

The Clerk advised that during the recent spell of stormy weather a tree had
come down in the Cemetery. For the safety of residents, it had been
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necessary to close the Cemetery until Mr Aled Davies and his feam were able
to remove the fallen free. It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk
should ask Mr Aled Davies to undertake a condition survey of all trees in the
Cemetery that could affect users and present a report.

COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

a) A541 Pontblyddyn and Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village — Councillor R.
Hughes advised that he had no further information to report on this item and
it was agreed by all Councillors that this matter be once again raised with Mr
Lee Shone of Streetscene, Flintshire County Council.

b) Water coming down the lane next to Prince of Wales, Leeswood -
Councillor R. Hughes reported that this issue had been ongoing for a number
of years. It was agreed that there was still water running down the lane next
to the Prince of Wales, Leeswood which presented a problem in flooding the
driveways of the residents on Parc Derwen. During any frosty/wintry weather
the water freezing across the roadway is very dangerous. The Land Drainage
Department at Flintshire County Council had already been on site and further
investigation was to take place at the start of this year.

c) Water running across the road from Bryn-y-Ffynnon Farm, Leeswood -
Councillor R. Hughes advised that Flintshire County Council were aware of
the issue with water running across the road from the lane leading up to Bryn-
y-Ffynnon Farm, Leeswood. It was agreed that during frosty/wintry weather
the freezing of this water was particularly dangerous as it was on a sharp
bend. This matter is now being investigated by the Land Drainage
Department at Flintshire County Council.

d) Flooding near the old Vicarage, Pontblyddyn — Councillor R. Hughes
informed that the cottages opposite the old Vicarage, Pontblyddyn flooding
on a regular basis during periods of wet weather was because a grid located
in that area was not in the hollow of the road. Flintshire County Council are
investigating this issue.

e) Henffordd/King Street, Leeswood — Councillor R. Hughes reported that
Flintshire County Council would be investigating a broken drain on the
pavement on King Street, Leeswood. At the same time, they would look into
the issue of fine mud washing off Henffordd and gathering on the corner of
Bryn Clyd blocking the grid. This caused a problem during wet weather.

f) Dingle Road, Leeswood — Councillor R. Hughes stated that there are grids
cut into the bank on the top of the Dingle Road, Leeswood. There is a broken
pipe which Flintshire County Council will be repairing.

g) Potholes in the Community — Councillor R. Hughes informed that these will
be repaired by Flintshire County Council as soon as possible.
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SCOTTISH POWER - EXIT FROM INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL MARKET
Following an inspection of the streetlights. Councillor G. Sherwood advised
that this Council had fiffeen non-LED remaining. It was agreed by all
Councillors that the Clerk look at the invoices from Flintshire County Council
to establish the cost of replacement from sodium to LED and calculate the
total cost for the remaining streetlights to be converted.

MILLENNIUM CLOCK AND TOWER, BELL'S CORNER, LEESWOOD

Councillor G. Sherwood noted that the light on the Millennium Clock was not
on again at night. Councillor L.C. Richardson advised that she had seen it on
in the morning. It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk contact Smith
of Derby once again to request that they resolve the issue.

The tree on Bell's Corner near the Millennium Clock is to be pruned.

REINDEER LODGE, BLACK MEADOWS, LEESWOOD

Councillor G. Sherwood offered to inspect the public footpaths in this area
and present a report to this Council at the February 2025 meeting. Al
Councillors thanked Councillor G. Sherwood for his offer.

PRECEPT 2025/2026
Councillors had been presented with the budget figures for the 2025/2026

financial year. A discussion of the anticipated costs took place and Council
were in unanimous agreement that these were satisfactory. It was proposed
by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor R. Thomas that a
precept of £84,000 (Eighty-four thousand pounds) be requested for the
financial year 2025/2026. All Councillors were in agreement.

Observation was made that the Community were unaware of the services
that this Council supported. It was agreed that the Clerk prepare a new
annual report for the February 2025 meeting. This could then be circulated to
all householders in the Community.

ONE VOICE WALES — REMOTE TRAINING SESSIONS

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from
Wendi Patience, One Voice Wales detailing the remote training sessions
available for January to March 2025.

LAW COMMISSION OF ENGLAND AND WALES — CONSULTATION ON BURIAL
AND CREMATION LAW REFORM

Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from
Andrew Bazeley, Lawyer representing the Property, Family and Trust Law
Team of the Law Commission. The e-mail explains that the Law Commission
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of England and Wales is an independent law reform body established under
the Law Commissions Act 1965. Their remit is to review the laws of England
and Wales and make recommendations to Government for reform. At
present they are undertaking a project on reforms to burial and cremation
law. That project is in its consultation stage, with the consultation closing on
the 9th January 2025.

Most if not all of the provisional proposals they consult on will be of relevance
and interest to Welsh Community Councils. There is also a question on
whether the Church in Wales should have a power to transfer the
responsibility for maintaining its closed churchyards to local councils, as the
Church of England does in England; such a reform would of course have a
particular effect on Welsh community councils.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS — FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

a) Empty properties in the Community — it was drawn to the Council’s
attention that there a number of empty properties in the Community. All
Councillors agreed that this item should be put on the Agenda for the next
meeting.

b) New Year's Eve Dance at the Community Centre — Councillor L.C.
Richardson informed that she had attended the New Year's Eve Dance at
the Community Centre and stated that it had been a good night. She went
on to thank Councillors J. Caruana and G. Sherwood for their work in putting
the Dance on. Councillor D. Rule advised that he had also attended and
that it had been an enjoyable night.

c) Community Councillor attendance at Community Events — Councillor L.C.
Richardson pointed out that it was a shame more Councillors did not attend
events arranged by the Community organisations to show their support. She
went on to say that by supporting these events was a good way for
Community Councillors to make themselves known. Councillors informed
that they were not always available to attend such events and often they did
not know they were being held.

d) Gritting during snow on County Road; Oak Drive; Willow Walk; Maxwell
Drive and Dingle Road, Leeswood — Councillor D. Rule advised that he had
received complaints from residents on County Road, Leeswood for the lack
of gritting during snowy weather. The Clerk pointed out that it was the same
for Oak Drive; Willow Walk; Maxwell Drive and Dingle Road in Leeswood.
Heol-y-Goron and Bryn Clyd in Leeswood were gritted due it being on a bus
route. Councillors agreed that more salt bins could be put in the areas of the
Community that were not gritted by the Flintshire County Council. The Clerk is
to investigate this.
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89. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Payee Detail Net VAT Total
Miss M Reynolds Salary — December 2024 £1,034.41 £0.00 £1,034.41
Miss M Reynolds Expenses £107.92 £21.58 £129.50
Miss M Reynolds Purchase of memory sticks and £35.32 £7.11 £42.43
other stationery
Aled Davies Cemetery maintenance — £1,148.00 £229.60 £1,377.60
Agricultural December 2024 (including
removal of fallen tree)
Scottish Power Street lighting energy £1,348.19 £67.41 £1,415.60
Colony of Ants Website Design £270.00 £0.00 £270.00
Arthur J Gallagher | Skate Park Insurance £1,033.59 £0.00 £1,033.59
2025/2026
Totals: - | £4,977.43 £325.70 £5.303.13

90. BANKBALANCES

At 29th September 2024 - deposit account - £87,942.85 and current account -
£58,090.27.
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