THE REPORTS AND RESOLUTIONS

OF THE

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 2" SEPTEMBER 2025
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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI APONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE LEESWOOD
AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE LEESWOOD COMMUNITY
CENTRE ON TUESDAY 2" SEPTEMBER 2025.

PRESENT
Councillor D. Foster, Chairman (in the Chair),
Councillors J. Atkinson, M. Brown, J.E. Saul, G. Sherwood, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds — Clerk to the Council and Mrs Sharon Roberts a
resident of the Community.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillors A. Bond, J. Caruana, R. Hughes, S. Owen L.C.
Richardson and D. Rule.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST - MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 5" August 2025 had been
circulated to all members. It was proposed by Councillor R. Thomas and seconded by
Councillor G. Sherwood that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings. All
Councillors who had been present at that meeting were in agreement.

POLICE LIAISON

PCSO C4497 Enfys Roberts had been in contact through this Council’s website
regarding a complaint received from a resident of Leeswood relating to a young child on
a bike in the Phoenix Park. PCSO Roberts wished to know what the rules are about

riding bikes on Phoenix Park. Councillor J.E. Saul had drafted a response to the query
which was sent to PCSO Roberts by the Clerk. In this response, it was pointed out that
Flintshire County Council are responsible for the management of Phoenix Park, but we
are aware that dogs are excluded from the play area, and it would make sense that
cycling was also. There is provision for bicycles on Phoenix Park in the Skate Park area
which was established by Leeswood and District Friends.

The Clerk advised that an invitation to attend this evening’s meeting had been extended
to PCSO Roberts, but she was not on duty and, therefore, unable to attend. It was
agreed by all Councillors that PCSO Roberts should be sent a list of the meetings up to
the end of the year to see if she was available on any of the dates.
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CEMETERY

i) Path from corner of the road into the Cemetery - the Chairman, Councillor D. Foster
had recently inspected the site and informed that the new bark path was in good
condition but would be better if there was some rain to settle it.

ii) Tree in the Church Car Park — Councillor G. Sherwood pointed out that it was nearing
time for the tree in the Church Car Park to be removed as per the advice of the Tree
Survey undertaken on behalf of this Council. All Councillors agreed that the Clerk
should contact Mr Aled Davies of Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting for this job to be
putin his programme of works.

iii) General condition of the Cemetery — the Clerk advised that residents were very
complimentary regarding the condition of the Cemetery. All Councillors agreed that Mr
Aled Davies and his team provided an excellent service.

LEESWOOD ALLOTMENTS

Councillor G. Sherwood advised that he had met with the landowner, Mr Bryn Williams
at the Leeswood Allotments as the Clerk had not been available. Mr Williams is
generally happy but there are some issues with abandoned plots and non-abandoned

plots that do not seem to have been worked on during the season. He is also critical of
plastic sheeting being used which breaks up and then blows away potentially causing
problems for neighbouring farmers. Mr Aled Davies and his team have been clearing
the abandoned allotments but there is a large amount of solid waste as well as weeds.

COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

a) A541 Pontblyddyn and Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village — Councillor J.E. Saul
reported that he has yet to receive a reply from Mr Lee Shone, Transport Strategy
Manager, Streetscene & Transportation, Flintshire County Council. Councillors
expressed their dismay at the length of time it was taking for Flintshire County Council
to respond to this Council’s e-mails.

b) Water coming down the lane next to Prince of Wales, Leeswood - E-mail

correspondence has been received from Louise Hughes, Senior Caseworker for Becky
Gittins MP. In her e-mail, Ms Hughes apologised for the delay in coming back to this
Council about the ongoing issue of water running onto Parc Derwen. They have had to
follow this up with the Flintshire County Council several times, but Becky has now been
advised that officers met with colleagues at Welsh Water last month as they also have
some interest in resolving the flooding issues at this location. Welsh Water have agreed
to survey and inspect local drainage lines with CCTV cameras including the proposed
point of connection. Once the Flintshire County Council has the survey findings, it will
be in a position to update further on likely solution to the current problems. Ms Hughes
further informed that they would continue to follow this up and share information with
this Council as it is received.
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Councillor R. Thomas advised that Welsh Water had been in attendance on 15" August
2025. He had been told by Welsh Water that there had been a ‘misconnection’ a few
years ago and their intention was to run another pipe down the lane to the end of Parc
Derwen. This is to ensure that there is no further blockage. Welsh Water know what the
problem is but have not yet determined how to resolve it. Councillor Thomas stated
that he had hoped that Welsh Water would have acted on their findings by now.

c) Big dip in the left-hand lane of the highway in the area of the bridge as you approach
the Pontblyddyn Crossroads from the Penyffordd direction — no resurfacing work has
taken place as of yet.

d) Erosion of the road on both sides on Dingle Road, Leeswood — Councillors advised

that work on this road has still not been carried out. No information has been received
relating to the progress on this matter.

SCOTTISH POWER - EXIT FROM INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL MARKET

Following an inspection of the streetlights. Councillor G. Sherwood advised that this
Council had fourteen non-LED remaining. The schedule had been forwarded to the
Clerk. Itwas agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk look at the invoices from Flintshire
County Council to establish the cost of replacement from sodium to LED and calculate
the total cost for the remaining streetlights to be converted.

MILLENNIUM CLOCK AND TOWER, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD
The tree on Bell’s Corner near the Millennium Clock has still not been attended to. The
Clerk has now approached Mr Aled Davies of Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting Ltd

requesting him to attend the site and assess whether he and his team were able to cut
back the tree.

FREE SCHOOL TRANSPORT - LEESWOOD TO CASTELL ALUN HIGH SCHOOL, HOPE
Councillor M. Thomas advised that the Welsh Government were funding the cost of bus
fares for 16- to 21-year-olds from September 2025. Single fares will cost just £1 and
there will be £3 day passes available too. It will allow young people to enjoy unlimited

travel with any participating bus services. The Welsh Government will extend the
scheme to 5 to 15-year-olds from November 2025. Existing reduced fares for children
will apply untilthen. The Clerk informed that she was aware that a weekly ticket for
school children to travel to the Alun School, Mold from Leeswood is £12.

FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - PLANS FOR NEW CATHOLIC SCHOOL

The Clerk advised that the consultation period for the intention of Flintshire County
Council and Wrexham Diocese to close St Anthony’s Catholic Primary School in
Saltney, St David’s Catholic Primary School in Mold, St Mary's Catholic Primary School
and St Richard Gwyn Catholic High School, both located in Flint and open a new 3-18
all through Catholic school in Flint has now closed. Councillors expressed their

disappointment that this Council had not been included in the consultation as children
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of the Catholic faith in this Community would attend St David’s Catholic Primary School
in Mold.

CLOSING OF PUBLIC TOILETS LOCATED AT MOLD BUS STATION
The Clerk reported that following a large public response opposing this, Flintshire

County Council has now decided to hold a public consultation to explore the options of
keeping the facility open. This will start in September 2025.

ASSET MANAGER/CEMETERY MANAGER SOFTWARE
This item is to be put on the Agenda for the October 2025 meeting.

REPLACEMENT DEFIBRILLATOR - BAPTIST CHAPEL, LEESWOOD

The Clerk advised that a replacement defibrillator is required at the Baptist Chapel,
Leeswood site. It was proposed by Councillor J. Atkinson and seconded by Councillor
M. Thomas that this Council purchase the defibrillator at a cost of £945 + VAT of £189,
total £1,134. All Councillors were in agreement.

Query was raised as to the availability of defibrillators in Pontblyddyn. Councillor M.
Thomas advised that there were two defibrillators in Pontblyddyn, one located at the
Cricket Club, which was managed by Hartsheath Hall, and one located at the Bridge Inn
which was managed by the tenants of the Bridge Inn. The defibrillator at the Bridge Inn
was located outside and open to all residents. It was proposed by Councillor G.
Sherwood and seconded by Councillor J. Atkinson that this Council should take over
the management of the defibrillator at the Bridge Inn. All Councillors were in
agreement.

HSBC - BANK MANDATE
It was pointed out that this Council needs a new bank mandate completing. All

Councillors were in agreement with this, and the Clerk was to bring the relevant
paperwork to the October 2025 monthly meeting.

CIVIC SERVICE - SUNDAY 12™ OCTOBER 2025

Councillor D. Foster, Chairman, has arranged for his Civic Service to take place at the
Leeswood Methodist Church at 2pm on Sunday 12" October 2025. This will be followed
by light refreshments at the Leeswood Community Centre.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS - FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY
a) Dog Bins on the Nant, Leeswood - Councillor J. Atkinson advised that she had

recently walked round the Nant, Leeswood and there had been a lot of dog mess on the
pavement. There was not a dog bin located there for dog walkers to dispose of this
mess. ltwas agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk ask Flintshire County Council to
site a bin at a suitable location on the Nant, Leeswood.

b) Hole in wall on Goodwood Grove, Leeswood - Councillor R. Thomas reported that
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there is a substantial sized hole in the wall on Goodwood Grove, Leeswood. |t was
agreed by all Councillors that this should be reported to Mr lan Williams of Streetscene,
Flintshire County Council.

c) Fires being lit at night — Councillor M. Brown informed that there seemed to be fires
being lit at night. The Clerk was to investigate this matter.
d) Grasses/ferns growing in the gutters — Councillor D. Foster, Chairman brought to the

Council’s attention that grasses and ferns were growing in the gutters. It was agreed by
all Councillors that this should be reported to Mr lan Williams of Streetscene, Flintshire
County Council.

70. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Payee Detail Net VAT Total

Miss M Reynolds Salary — August 2025 £1,034.41 £0.00 £1,034.41

Miss M Reynolds Defibrillator pads £112.00 £22.40 £134.40

Defib Store New defibrillator — Baptist £945.00 £189.00 £1,134.00

Chapel, Leeswood

Aled Davies August Cemetery maintenance + £1,806.00 £361.20 £2,167.20

Agricultural work at the allotments

Aled Davies Churchyard maintenance £425.00 £85.00 £510.00

Agricultural

One Voice Wales Subscription 2025/2026 £420.00 £0.00 £420.00
Totals: - | £4,742.41 £657.60 £5,400.01

71. BANK BALANCES

At 29™ July 2025 - deposit account - £62,393.86 and current account - £21,230.08.
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