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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE LEESWOOD 
AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE LEESWOOD COMMUNITY 
CENTRE ON TUESDAY 2nd DECEMBER 2025. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        
Councillor D. Foster, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           
Councillors A. Bond, M. Brown, J. Caruana, D. Rule, J.E. Saul, M. Thomas and R. 
Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council.   

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        
These were received from Councillors J. Atkinson, S. Owen, L.C. Richardson and G. 
Sherwood. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                
There were no declarations of interest. 

COUNCILLOR RAYMOND HUGHES                                                                                                      
A minute silence was observed in respect of Councillor R. Hughes who passed away on 
the morning of Saturday 25th October 2025.                                                                                                       
Councillor R. Thomas paid tribute to Councillor R. Hughes, explaining that he had 
known him for many years and acknowledging that Ray had always been a prominent 
member of the Community.  His works as a Community and County Councillor spoke 
for themselves.                                                                                                                                                                                   
This tribute was endorsed by Councillor D. Rule who went on further to say that as well 
as his work as a Councillor, Ray had always been involved with voluntary work with 
young football teams, the Community Centre as Trustee, establishing the Skate Park 
and Multi Use Games Area on Phoenix Park, bringing the Carnival back to the 
Community and the many years of support for Ysgol Derwenfa as School Governor, 
serving as Chair in recent years.                                                                                                                                                  
The Clerk stated that she would miss Ray a great deal.  Their families had been friends 
for many years.  They had worked closely together as Clerk and County Councillor.  She 
greatly appreciated the support, courtesy and respect Ray had shown her since she had 
become Clerk to this Council.                                                                                                                                                            
Councillor D. Foster, Chairman concluded the tributes by pointing out that Ray was a 
doer and was very much appreciative of the work he had done for the Community over 
many years.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
It was agreed by all Councillors that a permanent tribute to Councillor R. Hughes be 
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established in the Community.  This item was to be included on the Agenda of the next 
Community Council meeting.      

92. MINUTES                                                                                                                                          
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 7th October 2025 had been 
circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor R. Thomas and seconded by 
Councillor J. Caruana that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings.  All 
Councillors who had been present at that meeting were in agreement.     

93. COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR VACANCY FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF COUNCILLOR 
RAYMOND HUGHES                                                                                                                                                       
All Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Lynn 
Phillips, Team Leader – Democratic Services, Electoral Services, Flintshire County 
Council stating that she knew that Ray’s funeral was only yesterday, but we have 
received lots of queries regarding the vacancy at County and Community level.  It was 
necessary to co-ordinate the publication of the Notice of Vacancies, so that if a request 
for a Community Council election is received it can be held on the same day as the 
County Council election.   Flintshire County Council could not hold off much longer and 
are planning to publish their Notice of Vacancy for the County between 28th November 
and 4th December.  It means that this Council would have to publish our Notice of 
Vacancy by or on  21st November.  This would allow for the 14-day period where 
someone can request an election. 

Flintshire County Council are looking at the following timetable –  

Publication of Notice of Election Friday 12 December 2025 

Receipt of Nominations 4:00 pm Monday 22 December 2025 

Withdrawal of Candidate 4:00 pm Monday 22 December 2025 

Appointment of Election Agents 4:00 pm Monday 22 December 2025 

Publication of Notice of Election Agents 4:00 pm Monday 22 December 2025 

Publication of Statements of Persons Nominated 4:00 pm Tuesday 23 December 2025 

Last Date for Registration Tuesday 6 January 2026 

Receipt of Postal Vote Applications 5:00 pm Wednesday 7 January 2026 

Publication of Notice of Poll Wednesday 14 January 2026 

Receipt of Proxy Vote Applications 5:00 pm Wednesday 14 January 2026 

Appointment of Poll and Count Agents Thursday 15 January 2026 
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First Day to Issue Replacement Lost Postal Ballot Papers Friday 16 January 2026 

Last Day to Issue Replacement Spoilt or Lost Postal Ballot 
Papers 

5:00 pm Thursday 22 January 2026 

Receipt of Emergency Proxy Vote Applications 5:00 pm Thursday 22 January 2026 

Day of Poll Thursday 22 January 

 

The Clerk advised of her upset that this e-mail had been sent so soon after the funeral 
of Councillor R. Hughes, but had spoken with Ms Phillips of the Electoral Services, 
Flintshire County Council who had advised that she had left it as late as possible to 
send the e-mail.  A Notice of Vacancy had been advertised in accordance with the 
request of Flintshire County Council; it was now just a matter of waiting to hear whether 
an election for the Community Council vacant seat would be called.    

All Councillors expressed their disappointment that queries had been made to 
Flintshire County Council about the County Council vacancy before Councillor R. 
Hughes had been laid to rest.   

94. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                           
Due to the change of meeting dates, the Clerk had not sent an e-mail to PCSO Endys 
Roberts.  Councillor J.E. Saul advised that a crime map of Leeswood and Pontblyddyn 
was available on the North Wales Police website.                      

95. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 i) Concrete steps on the corner of Plot 2 – the Clerk advised that she had spoken to Mr 
Ralph Williams of HJ Williams and Sons on 13th November 2025 regarding an incident 
with the hearse carrying Councillor R. Hughes catching the bottom step on Plot 2 in the 
Cemetery.  Mr Williams had forwarded a photograph of the steps and rail, requesting 
that they could be trimmed in order to avoid this occurring again.  It was acknowledged 
that this was on a tight corner, and vehicles were bigger now, thus presenting a 
problem.  Mr Aled Davies of Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting Ltd had been informed 
about this issue and was looking into how to resolve it.  It was proposed by Councillor J. 
Caruana and seconded by Councillor R. Thomas that Mr Aled Davies and his team do 
whatever was necessary to sort the problem with the step out.  All Councillors were in 
agreement.     
ii) Replacement of seats in the Cemetery – Councillor G. Sherwood had researched 
replacement seats.  As he was not present this evening, the matter would be discussed 
in the next meeting of this Council.   
iii) General condition of the Cemetery – the Clerk advised that residents were very 
complimentary regarding the condition of the Cemetery.  All Councillors agreed that Mr 
Aled Davies and his team provided an excellent service. 
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96. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS                                                                                                                                      
a) A541 Pontblyddyn and Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – Councillor J.E. Saul 
once again reported that he has yet to receive a reply from Mr Lee Shone, Transport 
Strategy Manager, Streetscene & Transportation, Flintshire County Council.  
Councillors expressed their dismay at the length of time it was taking for Flintshire 
County Council to respond to this Council’s e-mails.  It would seem that our concerns 
were being disregarded.                                                                                                                                                
b) Water coming down the lane next to Prince of Wales, Leeswood – it was known that 
Flintshire County Council and Welsh Water had been working together and undertaken 
some camera surveying.  The aim was to take the water course from the combined 
sewer and put it into a surface water drain/sewer.  It was agreed by all Councillors that 
the Clerk obtain the contact details for the relevant department at Welsh Water and e-
mail them with regard to this issue.                                                                                                                 
c) Big dip in the left-hand lane of the highway in the area of the bridge as you approach 
the Pontblyddyn Crossroads from the Penyffordd direction – it was pointed out that 
work on this section of road had still not been done.  Given that other highway works on 
the same road would have caused problems in closing more than one section at the 
same time, Councillors agreed to wait until after Christmas to see if progress was 
made.                                                                                                                                                                                          
d) Erosion of the road on both sides on Dingle Road, Leeswood – Councillor D. Foster, 
Chairman pointed out that the middle of the second bend going down the Dingle Road 
was very rough and should be resurfaced.  It was agreed by all Councillors that Mr Ian 
Williams, Area Supervisor, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council be asked to inspect 
the Dingle Road and present his findings to this Council.                                                                                                 
e) Dog waste bin on Stryt Cae Rhedyn, Leeswood – it was pointed out that this required 
repairing again.  It was agreed that the Clerk should bring this matter to the attention of 
Mr Ian Williams, Area Supervisor, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council. 

 

97. MILLENNIUM CLOCK AND TOWER, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD                                                                 
 Mr Matthew Hughes had contacted the Clerk about putting the lights on the tree at the 

Cenotaph site on Bell’s Corner.  He had always done this for Councillor R. Hughes and 
was prepared to continue with this.  All Councillors expressed their appreciation that 
Mr Hughes would carry on putting the Christmas lights up on Bell’s Corner.          

 

98. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – PREPARATIONS FOR THE COMING WINTER                                                                    
Members had been circulated with a copy of correspondence from Katie Wilby, Chief 
Officer, Streetscene and Transportation, Flintshire County Council relating to Flintshire 
County Council’s preparation for the coming winter.   
In an attempt to improve the countywide resilience and readiness for the coming 
winter, Flintshire County Council will be offering the following services to the Town and 
Community Councils:  
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1. Information on local weather forecast and gritting actions.  
Following the positive feedback from previous winters, Flintshire County Council is 
again offering the opportunity for Town and Community Councils to nominate a 
member of the community to receive daily details of the proposed gritting actions 
together with an accurate weather forecast for their area, at approximately 1pm each 
afternoon.  This will allow the nominee to pass this important information on to other 
interested parties within the community.   
2. Salt bins  
As in previous winters, the County Council owned bins are soon to be filled, and the 
operation will be repeated (if required) during January 2026.  Prior to filling, however, 
each location is to be assessed to ensure it meets the County Council’s criteria for the 
provision of salt bins and any found not meeting the criteria will be removed.  Residents 
should be reminded that the material in the bins is for use on the highway only and is 
not intended for private use.  If the Town/Community Council requires additional bins 
within the local community, to be funded at their own cost, they can be supplied by the 
County Council and, subject to the future availability of rock salt, filled at the same 
frequency as the Council owned bins.  The bins will be supplied in a different colour (in 
order to distinguish them from Council bins, usually green) and the cost will be £150.00 
to purchase, and each refill thereafter will be charged at £60.00.  
3. Bagged Rock Salt  
Bagged rock salt is also available and can be delivered to a location of your choice, for 
use around Town and Community Council owned property.  
To provide a cost-effective service, a minimum order quality of 10 bags is required, this 
can be a mix of the white or brown salt if required. The costings below include delivery.  
White rock salt = £10.94 per 20kg bag + vat  

Brown Rock Salt = £9.44 per 20kg bag + vat  
4. Community involvement in Snow Clearing  
In an attempt to assist the local community to help themselves during any periods of 
heavy snow, the Council will be offering basic equipment in order that the community 
can take on some localised footway snow clearing work.  It is stressed that the intention 
is for these operations to supplement the County Council’s own snow clearing 
operations and not to replace them.  The Council will continue to provide the winter 
maintenance service at the current level of previous years.  
If the Town and Community Council, or any other groups nominated by them, request 
equipment, they will receive the following: -  
Bags of rock salt (8 in number)  

Snow shovels  

Instructions and indemnity notices for those people carrying out the work. 
 

Councillor D. Rule volunteered to take an inventory of the Community’s salt bins and 
establish areas where additional salt bins may be required.   
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99. ONE VOICE WALES – PRACTICE DEVELOPMENT NOTE 21 ANNUAL MEETINGS                                                              
Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from David 
Collins, Governance and Policy Practice Development Officer, One Voice Wales.  Also 
circulated was a copy of the Practice Development Note 21 Annual Meetings.  This was 
accepted. 

 

100. MOLD TOWN COUNCIL – REQUEST TO REINSTATE THE FLINTSHIRE COUNTY 
FORUM MEETINGS                                                                                                                                                   
Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Jo Lane, 
Town Clerk and Finance Officer, Mold Town Council.  Mold Town Council has recently 
written to the Chief Executive of Flintshire County Council to request the reinstatement 
of the Flintshire County Forum meetings for Town and Community Councils.  The 
County Forum is a valuable forum for collaboration, consultation and partnership 
between Town and Community Councils and the County Council.  Regular meetings 
allow us to share views on local services, raise concerns collectively and contribute 
meaningfully to decision making affecting our communities.   It would be appreciated if 
other Clerks were to write to the Chief Executive, Neal Cockerton, Flintshire County 
Council (chief.executive@flintshire.gov.uk) to express support for reinstating the 
County Forum and highlight the importance of these meetings for their local council.  
The more voices that advocate for the reinstatement, the stronger the case for 
resuming the Forum. 

 The Clerk pointed out that it was due to Councillor J.E. Saul representing this Council 
on the County Forum that we had been selected to participate in the Age Friendly 
Communities pilot scheme.  From this the Leeswood Community Sunshine Café had 
opened, being held every Thursday morning.     

 All Councillors agreed that restarting the County Forum would be of benefit to the Town 
and Community Councils in Flintshire.     

101. CLERK’S PAY RISE                                                                                                                                       
The Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2025 has now been formalised.  As per 
the National Joint Council for local government services, employers are encouraged to 
implement this award as swiftly as possible.  It was proposed by Councillor R. Thomas 
and seconded by Councillor A. Bond that the Clerk receive the pay rise in accordance 
with the Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2025.  All Councillors were in 
agreement.     

102. COUNCILLOR D. FOSTER – CIVIC SERVICE 2025                                                                                                              
Councillor D. Foster, Chairman, thanked all Councillors and the Clerk for attending his 
Civic Service held on Sunday 12th October 2025.   

 

mailto:chief.executive@flintshire.gov.uk
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103. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

4th November 2025 

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 
Miss M Reynolds Salary – October 2025 £1,034.41 £0.00 £1,034.41 
Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

October 2025 Cemetery  £1.306.00 £261.20 £1,567.20 

Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

Churchyard maintenance £452.00 £90.40 £542.40 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Match funding – Phoenix Park 
2024/2025 & 2025/2026 

£10,000.00 £0.00 £10,000.00 

Cllr. J.E. Saul Replacement Festive Lights £1,266.63 £253.33 £1,519.96 
Cllr. G. Sherwood Mileage OVW Conference £76.50 £0.00 £76.50 
Mrs E.C. Evans Remembrance Sunday catering £870.00 £0.00 £870.00 
Leeswood Community 
Centre 

Hire of Committee Room/Hall 
2024/2025 

£300.00 £0.00 £300.00 

Leeswood Community 
Centre 

Hire of Committee Room/Hall 
2025/2026 

£350.00 £0.00 £350.00 

RBL Poppy Appeal Remembrance Sunday wreaths £135.00 £0.00 £135.00 
Ysgol Derwenfa Zoom Subscription donation x 3 

years 
£450.00 £0.00 £450.00 

Ysgol Derwenfa Donation printing Civic Service 
leaflets 

£150.00 £0.00 £150.00 

Leeswood Methodist 
Church 

Donation Civic Service 2025 £150.00 £0.00 £150.00 

AJK Plant Hire Ltd Final valuation Pontblyddyn 
Cemetery 

£7,047.64 £1,409.53 £8,457.17 

 Totals: - £23,588.18 £2,014.46 £25,602.64 
   

2nd December 2025 

Payee Detail Net VAT Total 
Miss M Reynolds Salary – November 2025 £1,377.06 £0.00 £1,377.06 
Aled Davies 
Agricultural 

November 2025 Cemetery £966.00 £193.20 £1,159.20 

Cllr. J.E. Saul New cables for Festive Lights £53.29 £10.66 £63.95 
Colony of Ants Website maintenance £287.99 £0.00 £287.99 
 Totals: - £2,684.34 £203.86 £2,888.20 

 

104. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                     
At 29th October 2025 - deposit account - £40,671.55 and current account - £32,782.85.
  


