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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE LEESWOOD 
AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE LEESWOOD COMMUNITY 
CENTRE ON TUESDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2026. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        
Councillor D. Foster, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           
Councillors J. Atkinson, A. Bond, M. Brown, J. Caruana, A. Davies, L.C. Richardson, D. 
Rule, G. Sherwood and R. Thomas.   

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the Council, Mrs S. Roberts and Mrs C. 
Williams, residents of the Community.  

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        
These were received from Councillors S. Owen, J.E. Saul and M. Thomas. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                
There were no declarations of interest. 

MRS DOROTHEA SAUL                                                                                                                                                                          
The Chairman, Councillor D. Foster referred to the sad loss of Mrs Dorothea Saul, wife 
of Councillor J.E. Saul.  All Councillors expressed their sympathies at this news and 
requested that the Clerk extend their condolences to Councillor Saul and his family.  

110. MINUTES                                                                                                                                          
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 had been 
circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor R. Thomas and seconded by 
Councillor J. Caruana that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings.  All 
Councillors who had been present at that meeting were in agreement.                                                     
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 20th January 2026 had been 
circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded 
by Councillor L.C. Richardson that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings.  
All Councillors who had been present at that meeting were in agreement.                      

111. COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR VACANCY FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF COUNCILLOR 
RAYMOND HUGHES                                                                                                                                                                                   
Members had been circulated with the results of the election for the vacant Community 
Council seat on 22nd January 2026.  Councillor D. Foster, Chairman welcomed the new 
Member of the Community Council, Councillor A. Davies to the meeting.                                                                                                                                                  

112. POLICE LIAISON                                                                                                                                                           
Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from PCSO 94497 
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Enfys Roberts, advising that neither she nor her colleagues who share the patch were 
able to attend this evening’s meeting due to them not being on shift.  It was agreed by 
all Councillors that the PCSOs be invited to the next meeting and if they were unable to 
attend then perhaps, they could suggest a date convenient to them.  The Clerk pointed 
out that a previous PCSO had hosted Cuppa with a Copper at the Community Café.  
Councillor G. Sherwood suggested that the current PCSOs should be invited to do the 
same.                   

113. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 i) Concrete steps on the corner of Plot 2 – the Clerk advised that Mr Aled Davies of Aled 
Davies Agricultural Contracting Ltd would carry out the necessary work required to 
shorten the rails and alter the step.  At the same time, Mr Davies would work on the 
steps leading up to Plot 1 and the steps leading up to the Shed and water supply to 
ensure their safety for Cemetery users.   
ii) Replacement of seats in the Cemetery – this item is to be discussed at the next 
monthly meeting of this Council. 
iii) General condition of the Cemetery – the Clerk advised that residents were very 
complimentary regarding the condition of the Cemetery.  All Councillors agreed that Mr 
Aled Davies and his team provided an excellent service. 

 

114. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS                                                                                                                                      
a) A541 Pontblyddyn and Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – the Clerk reported that 
Councillor J.E. Saul had advised that he has yet to receive a reply from Mr Lee Shone, 
Transport Strategy Manager, Streetscene & Transportation, Flintshire County Council.  
Councillors once again expressed their dismay at the length of time it was taking for 
Flintshire County Council to respond to this Council’s e-mails.  It would seem that our 
concerns were being disregarded.                                                                                                                                                
b) Water coming down the lane next to Prince of Wales, Leeswood – Mrs S. Roberts and 
Mrs C. Williams informed that they had approached the new County Councillor for the 
Community about the water issue coming down the lane next to the Prince of Wales, 
Leeswood.  They had been led to believe by him that this matter was now closed which 
had caused significant upset as no work had been carried out to resolve the matter.  
The Clerk and Councillor J. Caruana had both been in contact with Mr Neil Parry of 
Flintshire County Council who acknowledged that there were rumours circulating that 
the County Council were not going to do anything.  However, Mr Parry confirmed that 
this was not the case and the issue was ongoing.  Flintshire County Council were 
waiting on Welsh Water who were hopefully going to clear the blockage in the drainage 
pipes underground that was preventing a camera survey.                                                                                            
c) Big dip in the left-hand lane of the highway in the area of the bridge as you approach 
the Pontblyddyn Crossroads from the Penyffordd direction – it was pointed out that 
work on this section of road had still not been done.  Councillors expressed their 
disappointment that this work had not been carried out, especially as this Council had 
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been assured it would be once the other roadworks along that stretch of highway had 
been completed.                                                                                                                                                                   
d) Erosion of the road on both sides on Dingle Road, Leeswood – Councillor D. Foster, 
Chairman pointed out that the middle of the second bend going down the Dingle Road 
was very rough and should be resurfaced.  It was agreed by all Councillors that Mr Ian 
Williams, Area Supervisor, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council be asked to inspect 
the Dingle Road and present his findings to this Council.                                                                                                  

 

115. MILLENNIUM CLOCK AND TOWER, BELL’S CORNER, LEESWOOD                                                                 
 Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Smith of 

Derby advising that the servicing of the Clock Tower is due for renewal.  The cost for a 
three-year contract, 2026-2028 is £957 + VAT.  It was pointed out the light on the clock 
is not working once again.  Councillors felt that this was a very expensive maintenance 
contract, and it was agreed that the Clerk should look into whether another Company 
could service the Millennium Clock.  Councillor A. Davies advised that she knew of 
another Company and would provide the details.    

116. LEESWOOD & DISTRICT NEWS                                                                                                                                                    
Councillor J. Caruana and the Clerk suggested the possibility of bringing the publication 
of the Leeswood & District News under the responsibility of the Community Council.  It 
would be a quarterly free publication delivered to all households in the Community.  
Volunteers would assist in the production of it.  Councillor A. Davies offered to look into 
printing costs.  Councillors requested that this item be included on the agenda of the 
next meeting of the Community Council.   

117. CHAIRMAN’S HONOURS BOARD                                                                                                                                                             
The Chairman’s Honours Board requires updating.  Councillor J. Caruana is to organise 
this once he has received the list of names that should be put on it.  

118. BUS SHELTERS IN THE COMMUNITY                                                                                                                                      
The Chairman, Councillor D. Foster pointed out that there had been a lot of discussion 
on social media regarding the lack of bus shelters in the Community.  It was observed 
by the Clerk that the only bus shelter in Leeswood which is located outside the Wylfa 
Farm was installed by Flintshire County Council.  This was the same for the bus shelter 
located at the layby in Pontblyddyn.  It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk 
should approach Flintshire County Council and enquire as to whether they were able to 
install bus shelters in Leeswood on Queen Street near the Co-Op and King Street on the 
footpath outside the Community Centre. 

119. ONE VOICE WALES – ‘IMPROVING OUR LOCAL PLACES – WELSH CASE STUDIES 
AND PLANNING UPDATES’                                                                                                                                                                   
Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Lyn 



 
52 

 

Cadwallader, Chief Executive, One Voice Wales and James Davies, Chief Executive, 
Planning Aid Wales.  This e-mail states that they are delighted to announce that One 
Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales have again teamed up to provide community and 
town councils with a joint event enabling councillors and Clerks to be at the forefront of 
current thinking in relation to the planning challenges and opportunities currently facing 
our communities and towns. 
Penzance Town Council will provide an insightful case study into their work on a 
Neighbourhood Plan for their community.  Also welcome are Welsh case studies on 
their Place Planning approach.  These case studies will improve our understanding of 
how the planning system can create long lasting and effective regeneration 
opportunities with community support.   

  A range of useful planning updates will be provided including: 
• Law updates (the forthcoming Planning (Wales) Bill and Infrastructure Wales Act 

2024)  
• Planning policy updates including advice on flooding and nutrient neutrality. 
• Strategic planning updates – Strategic Development Plans in Wales and how they 

will impact your local area.  
There will also be a session where guidance to Community and Town councils when 
faced with a major planning application in their community and how best to respond 
will be given. 
This will be a highly informative event for all with an interest in Planning, sustainability 
and addressing local issues.  There will be an opportunity for open discussion between 
all delegates and speakers.   

 This is to take place on Thursday 19th March 2026, 10.30am to 1.30pm via Teams at a 
cost of £53 per person. 

 

120. ONE VOICE WALES – FLINTSHIRE COMMUNITY KEY FUND                                                              
Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Vanessa 
Owens, Cost of Living Crisis Project Support Officer, One Voice Wales.  One Voice 
Wales are pleased to inform that the Flintshire Community Key Fund is now open for 
applications.  The fund forms part of the Flintshire Prosperous Communities Fund, 
delivered in partnership by Cadwyn Clwyd and Flintshire Local Voluntary Council 
(FLVC), and is designed to support community-led and community-owned venues, 
facilities, spaces and projects across Flintshire.                                                                                                                                                                   
The programme aims to:                                                                                                                               
Spread opportunities and improve public services, particularly where they are weakest 
Restore a sense of community, local pride and belonging                                                    
Empower local leaders and communities, especially in areas lacking local agency                                                                                                                                                   
Applications are welcomed from:                                                                                            
Community and Town Councils                                                                                                     
Voluntary and community groups                                                                                                   
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Registered charities                                                                                                                                        
Social enterprises (not-for-profit)                                                                                                                 
Co-operatives                                                                                                                                                         
The following funding is available: -                                                                                                       
Pre-Project Development Funding (Revenue) – up to £5,000 
To support early-stage project development, including:                                                             
Feasibility studies                                                                                                                                     
Specialist consultancy (e.g. architects, surveyors)                                                                 
Exploring new community ventures or asset transfers                                                     
Community Key Fund (Capital) – up to £35,000 
To support projects that:                                                                                                                         
Provide or improve community spaces (village halls, community centres, green spaces)                                                                                                                                                            
Support locally owned renewable energy and waste management                                            
Create or enhance community green spaces and biodiversity                                                 
Deliver community-led arts, culture, heritage and creative activities                               
Improve access to local sports facilities                                                                                        
Provide digital infrastructure within community-owned assets                                                 
How to apply                                                                                                                                      
Application Form: Available online                                                                                            
Deadline: Sunday 8th June 2025                                                                         

121. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

Miss M Reynolds Salary – January 2026 £1,068.63 £0.00 £1,068.63 
Miss M Reynolds Various expenses £114.85 £0.00 £114.85 
Aled Davies Agricultural 
Contracting Ltd 

Cemetery – January 2026 £338.00 £67.60 £405.60 

Arthur J Gallagher Insurance – Skate Park 2026 £1,052.79 £0.00 £1,052.79 
Flintshire County Council Street lighting maintenance – 

Oct. to Dec. 2025 
£274.98 £55.00 £329.98 

Mega Electrical Ltd Festive Lights 2025 £1520.00 £304.00 £1,824.00 
Viking Direct Ltd Stationery £157.28 £31.46 £188.74 
 Totals: - £4,526.53 £458.06 £4,984.59 

 

122. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                     
At 29th December 2025 - deposit account - £40,878.71 and current account - £3,741.41.
  

 


