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LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI A PONTBLYDDYN 

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE LEESWOOD 
AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE LEESWOOD COMMUNITY 
CENTRE ON TUESDAY 14th APRIL 2026. 

PRESENT                                                                                                                                                                        
Councillor D. Foster, Chairman (in the Chair),                                                                                           
Councillors M. Brown, J. Caruana, A. Davies, L.C. Richardson, D. Rule, J.E. Saul, G. 
Sherwood and R. Thomas.   

Also in attendance County Councillor Kristian Salkeld and Marie Reynolds – Clerk to the 
Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                                                        
These were received from Councillor J. Atkinson, A. Bond, S. Owen and M. Thomas. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT                                                
There were no declarations of interest. 

132. MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                                                    
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 10th February 2026 had been 
circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor L.C. Richardson and 
seconded by Councillor J. Caruana that these be accepted as a true record of 
proceedings.  All Councillors who had been present at that meeting were in agreement.                                                     
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Tuesday 17th March 2026 had been 
circulated to all members.  It was proposed by Councillor G. Sherwood and seconded 
by Councillor M. Brown that these be accepted as a true record of proceedings.  All 
Councillors who had been present at that meeting were in agreement.                       

133. CEMETERY                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 i) Tree in Church car park, Pontblyddyn – Councillor G. Sherwood asked whether a date 
had been confirmed for the removal of the tree in the Church car park.  The Clerk 
advised that she was aware it was on Mr Aled Davies schedule of works but would 
request a confirmed date.   
ii) General condition of the Cemetery – the Clerk advised that residents remained very 
complimentary regarding the overall condition of the Cemetery.  All Councillors agreed 
that Mr Aled Davies and his team provided an excellent service. 

 

134. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS                                                                                                                                      
a) A541 Pontblyddyn and Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village – Councillor J.E. Saul 
advised that there has still been no reply from Mr Lee Shone, Transport Strategy 
Manager, Streetscene & Transportation, Flintshire County Council.  Councillors yet 
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again expressed their dismay at the length of time it was taking for Flintshire County 
Council to respond to this Council’s e-mails.  It would seem that our concerns were 
being disregarded.  Councillor J. Caruana pointed out that some drivers were not 
respectful of the crossroads and speed limit.  County Councillor Kristian Salkeld 
informed that he had witnessed an accident on the Pontblyddyn crossroads when an 
articulated lorry crushed a VW Golf car with the driver of the car being lucky to escape 
serious injury.  Councillor G. Sherwood observed that all junctions of the Pontblyddyn 
crossroads are difficult to manage.  County Councillor Kristian Salkeld stated that he 
had a site meeting with Mr Ian Williams and Mr Ian Bushell of Streetscene, Flintshire 
County Council.  He would include Pontblyddyn crossroads as a matter of urgency.  All 
Councillors expressed their appreciation.                                                                                                                                              
b) Water coming down the lane next to Prince of Wales, Leeswood –  Members had 
been circulated with a copy of the correspondence sent by Councillor J.E. Saul to Mr 
Neil Parry of Flintshire County Council which confirmed their telephone conversation of 
31st March 2026:                                                                                                                                                                     
i) Neil Parry, in conjunction with Welsh Water will agree a scheme to deal with the 
surface water flooding in the area of the Prince of Wales.                                                                                                                   
ii) Neil Parry will contact Flintshire County Council Streetscene to deal with the sewer 
blockage in this area.  Councillor J.E. Saul’s estimate is the impervious area is 0.15ha 
giving a storm discharge in the order of 30 50 l/sec.  If Neil Parry does not agree he was 
to get back to Councillor Saul with his calculations.                                                                                                                  
County Councillor Kristian Salkeld reported that he has been in contact with Neil Parry 
who has advised him that he has chased up the Chief Officer regarding the jetting of the 
area that is blocked.  Welsh Water are then to come in and do the necessary work 
required.  Drainage will then be put in place and repairs will be made to the eroded 
road.                                                                                                                                                                          
c) Big dip in the left-hand lane of the highway in the area of the bridge as you approach 
the Pontblyddyn Crossroads from the Penyffordd direction – an e-mail received from 
Mrs Katie Wilby, Chief Officer, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council advised that this 
would be inspected in line with the County Council policy to ensure that any urgent 
defects are picked up and risk assessed.                                                                                                                                                                                        
d) Erosion of the road on both sides on Dingle Road, Leeswood – an e-mail received 
from Mrs Katie Wilby, Chief Officer, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council advised that 
this would be inspected in line with the County Council policy to ensure that any urgent 
defects are picked up and risk assessed.                                                                                                                                                                                                      
e) Potholes in the Community - an e-mail received from Mrs Katie Wilby, Chief Officer, 
Streetscene, Flintshire County Council advised that for information, the County Council 
prioritise defects in the highway based on safety, condition, and available budget and 
resources.  How long it takes to fix a defect depends on the size, location and nature of 
the pothole or defect.   Flintshire County Council face ongoing challenges in managing 
ad-hoc road repairs across Flintshire as the highway network is extensive and defects 
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can develop rapidly due to weather conditions, traffic volumes, and the age of the 
infrastructure.  Safety defects such as potholes are identified by a regime of routine 
inspections or they are reported to us by the public and they are assessed based upon 
the risk they pose to users with their repair then prioritised in accordance with the 
council’s inspection policy.  Defects on the roads fall into one of the following 
categories: - 

• Critical defects – these are situations where the risk to safety is high, and we will 
sometimes do an emergency temporary repair or guard the defect/cone it off to make 
the road safe and make permanent repairs later. 

• Safety defects – pose an imminent risk of injury to road users or damage to vehicles, 
requiring a response as soon as possible to remove a potential risk of injury to users. 

• Maintenance defects – these are defects that pose a lesser danger to users and are 
typically repaired to prevent them from deteriorating into safety defects. The time to 
repair them reflects the reduced risk they pose to users. 
A temporary “reactive” repair is a short-term measure to make the road safe. This 
involves using a deferred-set cold material to fill the hole until we can carry out the 
permanent repair.  For a typical permanent repair, a rectangular area is cut out of the 
road around the pothole to make clean, flush sides.  The hole is cleaned out and 
painted with liquid bituminous binder, then filled with a hot bitumen-bound material, 
raked, and finally compacted with machinery.  Emergency repairs may well be 
temporary until a permanent repair can be carried out.  The important thing is to make 
the road safe for users until the permanent repair can be made.                                                                                   
County Councillor Kristian Salkeld advised that the new road mending machine is now 
working and there were two County Council operatives trained to use it.   

                f) Excess water running from the lane to Bryn Hyfryd Farm, Leeswood onto Stryt Cae 
Rhedyn - an e-mail received from Mrs Katie Wilby, Chief Officer, Streetscene, Flintshire 
County Council advised that this issue sat with the Flood Risk Management team.  This 
is part of the Place & Growth portfolio and Mrs Wilby will share this Council’s enquiries 
with them so they can respond directly.                                                                                                                                                                                
g) Loose blocks on Stone Wall, Hall Hill, Leeswood  – an e-mail received from Mrs Katie 
Wilby, Chief Officer, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council advised that this would be 
inspected in line with the County Council policy to ensure that any urgent defects are 
picked up and risk assessed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

135. BUS SHELTERS IN THE COMMUNITY                                                                                                                                      
County Councillor Kristian Salkeld advised that as he was to have a walk around the 
Community with Mr Ian Williams and Mr Ian Bushell of Streetscene, Flintshire County 
Council he would ask them to look at the suggested sites for bus shelters in Leeswood.  
All Councillors appreciated this offer.       
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136. MULTI LOCATION/HYBRID MEETINGS                                                                                                         
The Clerk advised that she would present a policy on Hybrid Meetings to Council for 
discussion at the May 2026 monthly meeting.   

137. GWELLA – PLAY AREAS MATCH FUNDING SCHEME 2026/2027                                                   
Members had been circulated with a copy of correspondence from Paul Jones, Head of 
Business Improvement & Performance, Gwella.  This correspondence advises the 
Gwella’s Play Design service has identified the Pontblyddyn Play Area as being the play 
area in most need of investment within our Community.  It was proposed by Councillor 
G. Sherwood and seconded by Councillor R. Thomas that this Council provided the 
match funding finance as budgeted for in the Precept 2026/2027.  All Councillors were 
in agreement.  

138. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – COMMUNITY REVIEW DRAFT PROPOSALS                                                                     
Members had been circulated with a copy of the Flintshire County Council size ratio of 
Councillors to electors that is used as a flexible guide and the proposal relating to this 
Council.  There is to be no change to the size of this Council and there would remain 
eleven members representing Leeswood and two members representing Pontblyddyn.    

139.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS – FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY                                                                          
i) Streetlight on County Road, Leeswood – County Councillor Kristian Salkeld advised 
the repair of this streetlight was to take place within 25 days.  The Clerk stated that she 
was pleased to hear this as it had been reported on numerous occasions.   

140. CORRESPONDENCE                                                                                                                                                                                   
The Clerk reported that letters of thanks for their donations had been received from: -                                         
Flintshire Citizen Advice Bureau                                                                                                                                                                        
Leeswood Rainbows/Brownies/Guides                                                                                                                                      
Leeswood Under Fives                                                                                                                                                                      
Leeswood Community Centre                                                                                                                                                              
Leeswood Methodist Church 

141. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT   

Miss M Reynolds Salary – March 2026 £1,068.63 £0.00 £1,068.63 
Aled Davies Agricultural 
Contracting Ltd 

Cemetery – March 2026 £1,496.00 £299.20 £1,795.20 

Flintshire County 
Council 

Street lighting inspections Jan. – 
Mar. 2026 

£274.98 £55.00 £329.98 

HMRC  PAYE Q4 2025-2026 £1,145.80 £0.00 £1,145.80 
 Totals: - £3,985.41 £354.20 £4,339.61 
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142. BANK BALANCES                                                                                                                                                     
At 29th February 2026 - deposit account - £43,878.71 and current account - £13,328.64.
  

County Councillor Kristian Salkeld thanked all Councillors for the welcome he had 
received at the meeting this evening. 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.00pm. 


