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54



123.

124.

LEESWOOD AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED COEDLLAI APONTBLYDDYN

THE MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE LEESWOOD
AND PONTBLYDDYN COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE LEESWOOD COMMUNITY
CENTRE ON TUESDAY 17" MARCH 2026.

PRESENT

Councillor D. Foster, Chairman (in the Chair),

Councillors A. Bond, M. Brown, J. Caruana, A. Davies, S. Owen, L.C. Richardson, D.
Rule, J.E. Saul, G. Sherwood, M. Thomas and R. Thomas.

Also in attendance Marie Reynolds — Clerk to the Council.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
These were received from Councillor J. Atkinson.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST - MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.

POLICE LIAISON

The Chairman, Councillor D. Foster welcomed PC 3832 Anna Preece and PCSO 4503
Masey Cooney to the meeting. Along with PCSO 4497 Enfys Roberts and PCSO 3707
Troy Roberts, PC Preece and PCSO Cooney cover fourteen Communities which go from
Saltney to Abermorddu, not including Penyffordd which is covered by the Buckley team.
Inspector Iwan Jones and Sergeant Kerry Nash also cover the Community. Councillor

R. Thomas pointed out that this was a large area to cover with Communities that have
no particular connection. PC Preece advised that the attendance of PCSOs at Council
meetings does not happen any longer. However, if there is a specific issue that a
Council wishes to discuss then they can attend. Councillor G. Sherwood observed that
the WhatsApp service is very good. There is also an online chat service.

Councillor S. Owen referred to the use of marijuana and inquired as to whether this was
something that the Police got involved in. PC Preece advised that they cannot stop an
individual based on smell alone. It would be helpful to know times and dates, also
specific areas where it was being used.

Councillor D. Foster, Chairman thanked PC 3832 Anna Preece and PCSO 4503 Masey
Cooney for attending the meeting.

CEMETERY
i) Concrete steps on the corner of Plot 2 — Councillor G. Sherwood advised that Mr Aled
Davies of Aled Davies Agricultural Contracting Ltd had shortened the rails and work on

the step was to commence. Mr Davies has removed the walls on the steps leading up
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to the Shed and water supply and replaced them with a handrail to ensure safety for
Cemetery users. The Clerk reported that the removal of the tree in the Church car park
is on Mr Davies’ schedule of works.

ii) General condition of the Cemetery — the Chairman, Councillor D. Foster had
attended the Cemetery to inspect the condition of the bark path following the heavy

rain. He was pleased to inform Members that this was surprisingly in good condition.
The Clerk advised that residents were very complimentary regarding the overall
condition of the Cemetery. All Councillors agreed that Mr Aled Davies and his team
provided an excellent service.

COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS
a) A541 Pontblyddyn and Pontblyddyn Crossroads and Village — Councillor J.E. Saul
once again advised that he has yet to receive a reply from Mr Lee Shone, Transport

Strategy Manager, Streetscene & Transportation, Flintshire County Council.
Councillors once again expressed their dismay at the length of time it was taking for
Flintshire County Council to respond to this Council’s e-mails. It would seem that our
concerns were being disregarded.

b) Water coming down the lane next to Prince of Wales, Leeswood - all Councillors had

been circulated with e-mail correspondence from Neil Parry of Flintshire County
Council. In his e-mail, Mr Parry advised that the CCTV Survey was undertaken by Welsh
Water on Monday this week (2" March 2026) and they will provide him with their
detailed report in the next week or so. Welsh Water only recently discovered following a
CCTV Survey that the watercourse was connected to their combined sewer.
Subsequently Welsh Water have agreed to work collaboratively with Flintshire County
Council to remove this connection from their sewer.

The single pipe that connects the watercourse to Welsh Water’s Sewer is only 100mm
in diameter and realistically in the opinion of Mr Parry is undersized to convey flows
from the watercourse during heavy rainfall events. With regards to the 100 mm
diameter black pipe which discharges onto the Highway it is their understanding that
this pipe was laid by a local resident to prevent flooding to properties at Oak Villas. Itis
their belief that there has been no human intervention to the watercourse other than
the insertion of the high-level black pipe.

When Flintshire County Council receive Welsh Water’s CCTV Report they will then be
able to determine whether the proposed discharge pipe will provide a suitable outlet to
cater for the proposed flows. If not, they will have to consider whether an alternative
outfall/discharge point is available.

An indicative Plan forwarded by Mr Parry of where the issues are with the watercourse
and pipework had also been circulated. A more detailed Plan when they have a final
solution will be provided.

Councillor J.E. Saul had provided comments on the e-mail from Mr Neil Parry. These
were circulated to all Councillors at the meeting. The pipe described in the documents
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as 100mm @ @ 1in 70 is only capable of draining surface water from 350sq.m. of
impermeable area. The footpath from Sun Cottage to Parc Derwen has 1000sgq.m. of
impermeable area.

Whilst the landowner has some responsibility for maintaining public footpaths on their
land; local authorities (County Councils) are responsible for regulating and managing
surface water flood risk with "ordinary watercourses" (smaller streams and ditches).
Water and sewerage companies (like Dwr Cymru/Welsh Water) are responsible for
public surface water sewers and public sewers. If the existing sewers are not capable
of dealing with the predictable flood risk, the County Council and water company have
a duty to manage the flood risk in a sustainable manner by providing flood retention or
larger sewers. Welsh Water cannot justify their assumption that the water in this pipe is
land drainage rather than surface water from a right of way and they have no right to
disconnect it from their sewer on this basis.

It was agreed by all Councillors that because of his extensive experience as a Civil
Engineer, Councillor J.E. Saul would respond to the e-mail sent by Mr Neil Parry of
Flintshire County Council.

c) Big dip in the left-hand lane of the highway in the area of the bridge as you approach
the Pontblyddyn Crossroads from the Penyffordd direction — it was pointed out that
work on this section of road had still not been done. Councillors expressed their

disappointment that this work had not been carried out, especially as this Council had
been assured it would be once the other roadworks along that stretch of highway had
been completed. It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk should contact Mrs
Katie Wilby, Chief Officer, Streetscene, Flintshire County Council for an update on
when this work would be carried out.

d) Erosion of the road on both sides on Dingle Road, Leeswood - great concern was

expressed by all Councillors that the Dingle Road was now significantly eroded and
required urgent attention from a safety aspect. It was agreed by all Councillors that the
Clerk should contact Mrs Katie Wilby, Chief Officer, Streetscene, Flintshire County
Council and ask her to initiate an inspection of the Dingle Road.

BUS SHELTERS IN THE COMMUNITY
All Members had been circulated with a copy of e-mail correspondence from Sarah

Blake, Transport Area Co-Ordinator, Streetscene and Transportation, Flintshire County
Council. In her e-mail Ms Blake confirmed that the consideration for new bus shelters
at Queen Street and King Street would cost as follows:

Ground works and hard standing for new shelter between £3,000.00 and £7,000.00
depending on extent of work required.

Supply and installation of Bus Shelter between £7,000 and £8,000 depending on prices
submitted when procured.

As with all new bus shelters, match funding would be requested from the Community
Council. There would also be a requirement to complete a safety survey of proposed
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site of the bus shelter and if applicable, consultation with residents within proximity of
the proposed site.

The Chairman, Councillor D. Foster observed that it was unlikely that a bus shelter
could be erected on Queen Street, Leeswood as the footpath was very narrow.
However, a bus shelter could be erected on the footpath outside the Community
Centre, Leeswood as this was wider. Councillor G. Sherwood pointed out that the bus
stop outside the Community Centre seemed to be well used throughout the day. It was
stated by the Clerk that the cost for a bus shelter had not been budgeted for in the
Precept 2026/2027, and this Council could not afford the match fundingin the
upcoming financial year.

On a majority decision, it was agreed that the Clerk should make enquiries regarding
the possibility of a survey of the proposed sites for the installation of bus shelters in
Leeswood.

MULTI LOCATION/HYBRID MEETINGS

Councillor G. Sherwood had prepared a report in regard to the provision of
multilocation meetings. Section 47 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act
2021 provides for multi-location attendance at community and town council meetings.

The Council must make and publish arrangements for convening meetings, which
allows, but not requires, participants to be in multiple locations. The minimum
requirement is that members are able to hear and be heard by others. Examples of
multi-location meetings could include:

e all participants are in the same physical location;

¢ all participants are in the same physical location except one individual who joins from
another location;

¢ roughly equal number of councillors are present in a physical space and joining
through remote means;

¢ wholly through remote means where no physical arrangements have been made.
As this is a legal requirement, failure to provide for such meetings could resultin a
qualified audit from Audit Wales.

Recommendations: -

The council adopts a multi-location/hybrid meeting policy — see example policy LCC-
Multi-Location-Meeting-Policy-October-2025.pdf
The council purchases the necessary hardware and software to allow multi-location

meetings to occur (see appendix).

Appendix: -

Equipment/software requirements —

Laptop (already owned by Community Council)

360° Meeting camera c.£700 (to be purchased by Community Council)

Extension cable/guard to provide power on meeting table (provided by community
centre)
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Monitor (provided by community centre)
Internet (provided by community centre)
Licence for Zoom or Teams - the Community Council already has a licence for Zoom

Councillors expressed concern at purchasing a 360° meeting camera at the cost of
£700.

It was agreed by all Councillors that the Clerk prepare a draft policy to present to at the
next monthly meeting of the Community Council.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS - FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY

i) Grid outside the GP Surgery, Leeswood — Councillor M. Brown advised that the grid
outside the GP Surgery, Leeswood is full of grit. It was agreed by all Councillors that
this should be reported to Streetscene, Flintshire County Council.

ii) Water coming from the Bryn Hyfryd Farm lane located next to Bryn Estyn, Leeswood -
Councillor G. Sherwood brought it to the Council’s attention that there is a significant
amount of water coming from the Bryn Hyfryd farm lane onto Stryt Cae Rhedyn,
Leeswood. The Clerk pointed out that this was of particular concern as it crossed the
highway on the bend and would be a hazard during icy weather. It was agreed by all
Councillors that this should be reported to Streetscene, Flintshire County Council.

iii) Stone wall on Hall Hill, Leeswood — Councillor G. Sherwood reported that there were

several stone blocks that have dropped out of the wall and others were overhanging.
This was concerned to be hazardous to vehicles if they had to move over to the side for
passing vehicles. It was agreed by all Councillors that this should be reported to
Streetscene, Flintshire County Council.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Miss M Reynolds

Salary — February 2026

£1,068.63

£0.00

£1,068.63

Miss M Reynolds

Various expenses

£195.88

£0.00

£195.88

Aled Davies Agricultural
Contracting Ltd

Cemetery — February 2026

£506.00

£101.20

£607.20

Flintshire County
Council

Repairs to street light on
Dingle Road, Leeswood

£876.00

£175.20

£1,051.20

Totals: -

£2,646.51

£276.40

£2,922.91

130. GRANTS 2025/2026
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Leeswood Playgroup 1,500.00
Community Centre 3,000.00
Methodist Church 200.00
Bethania Chapel 200.00
1t Leeswood Brownies 150.00
1t Leeswood Rainbows 150.00
1°t Leeswood Guides 150.00
Leeswood Bowling Club 150.00
Leeswood & District Angling Club 150.00
Leeswood Carnival Committee 150.00
Pontblyddyn Cricket Club 100.00
Air Ambulance Wales 200.00
Citizens Advice Bureau 100.00
Jackson Animal Rescue 100.00

131. BANKBALANCES
At 29" February 2026 - deposit account - £43,878.71 and current account - £13,328.64.
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